‘False-flag’ action 


U.S. determines Russia is creating pretext 
for troops to invade Ukraine. News, Page 4 
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COVID testing website 


Federal testing website to be launched 
next week. News, Page 4 
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NKorea tests missiles 


NKorea fires short-range ballistic missiles 
in response to sanctions. News, Page 5 


Very cold 
-6- 


1° high of 15. Sports, Page 8 
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Epidemiologist points 
to dip in new cases and 
patients in hospitals 


By Alex Putterman 
Hartford Courant 


Connecticut may have finally 
passed the worst of the omicron 
variant outbreak late this week, 
as hospitalizations and the overall 
caseload continue to decline. 

Dr. Ulysses Wu, chief epidemi- 




















CORONAVIRUS IN CONNECTICUT 


State may be past variant peak 


ologist at Hartford HealthCare, 
pointed Friday to recent dips in 
Connecticut’s positivity rate, its 
rate of new cases, its number of 
patients hospitalized with COVID- 
19, its number of patients in inten- 
sive care and on ventilators, and its 
daily hospital admissions. 
“Looking at all those numbers, 


if they hold true and they all stay 
down, we are now on the downside 


of the rollercoaster at this point,’ 
Wu said. 


The nearly two-year-old 
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A 13-year-old student collapsed from a fenta 
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in“grave condition.” MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 





nyl overdose Thursday at The Sport and Medical Science 


pandemic has devastated 
Connecticut, with 9,442 deaths and 
more than 600,000 confirmed and 
probable cases. Even still, the state 
has nearly 2,000 patients hospital- 
ized with COVID-19, not far off the 
record level established in spring 
2020. 

Wu and other experts had previ- 
ously predicted that COVID-19 
cases would peak in mid-January 
but that hospitalizations would 
continue to rise somewhat longer. 
Pedro Mendes, a computational 


‘ 
MN A A 
a 
; ‘ 
. = i. = “ 
s eaves - 
J © é ia +, 
\ 
| a7 i . 
| . 







TS Ge 2 


s Academy in Hartford. The student is hospitalized 


biologist at UConn Health, said 
Friday that his models still project 
hospitalizations to peak on Jan. 17. 

In recent days, however, the 
state’s numbers have leveled off 
and even begun to reverse direc- 
tion. On Friday, the state reported 
a positivity below 20% for the first 
time in several weeks, as well as a 
slight dip in hospitalizations for 
the second straight day. While 
cases and hospitalizations remain 
at extremely high levels, the trend 
line seems promising for the first 


ee TTT 
+ Le 
+ feat | 


i 
, 









Nearly 40 fentanyl 


bags found at school 


Police say boy, 13, who overdosed at Hartford academy remains in ‘grave condition’ 


By Seamus McAvoy 
Hartford Courant 


Police found nearly 40 bags of 
fentanyl stashed in multiple loca- 
tions within a Hartford school in 
a search prompted after a student 
overdosed Thursday morning. 

The student, a seventh grader 
at the Sport and Medical Sciences 
Academy, remains unrespon- 
sive and in “grave condition” 
after ingesting the drug, which 
subsequent tests confirmed to be 
fentanyl, police spokesperson Lt. 
Aaron Boisvert said Friday. 

Two other seventh graders were 
believed to be exposed to the drug 


and were also transported to the 
hospital, officials said. Both were 
released to their parents Thursday 
night, Boisvert said. 

The bags of the drug were 
collected by the federal Drug 
Enforcement Agency and tested 
at their lab, Boisvert said. The drug 
was found to be fentanyl, which 
confirmed earlier on-scene tests. 

According to Boisvert, bags only 
contained fentanyl in powder form, 
and not other drugs. Drugs such 
as cocaine and heroin are some- 
times cut with fentanyl because it 
is extremely potent, and cheaper to 
manufacture and purchase. 

The fentanyl was “packaged 


in what you would see in street- 
level sales,” Boisvert said. The bags 


were also stamped with several 


identifying logos, he said. 

Police believe the bags of 
fentanyl were brought into the 
school by the student who over- 
dosed, Boisvert said. 

Boisvert said police searched 


the home of the boy who over- 


dosed, but did not comment 
further on the investigation. 

The academy, located at 280 
Huyshope Ave., is a college prepa- 
ratory magnet school for students 
in grades six through 12 who are 


Turn to Fentanyl, Page 2 


“This is one more 
lesson that fentanyl 
is a poison. These 
drugs are a poison. 
And please, if 
youre a parent, 
have that tough 
conversation with 
your child tonight.” 


— Luke Bronin, 
Hartford mayor 


End of child tax credit hits home 


Payment program 
halted while prices 
continue to increase 


By John Raby, Fatima Hussein 
and Josh Boak 


Associated Press 


CHARLESTON, WvVa. — For 
the first time in half a year, fami- 
lies on Friday are going without 
a monthly deposit from the child 
tax credit — a program that was 
intended to be part of President 
Joe Biden’s legacy but has emerged 
instead as a flashpoint over who is 
worthy of government support. 

Retiree Andy Roberts, from St. 
Albans, West Virginia, relied on 
the checks to help raise his two 
young grandchildren, whom he 


and his wife adopted because the 
birth parents are recovering from 
drug addiction. 

The Robertses are now out $550 
a month. That helped pay for Girl 
Scouts, ballet and acting lessons 
and kids’ shoes, which Roberts 
noted are more expensive than 
adult shoes. The tax credit, he 
said, was a “godsend.” 

“Tt’ll make you tighten up your 
belt, if you’ve got anything to 
tighten,” Roberts said about losing 
the payments. 

The monthly tax credits were 
part of Biden’s $1.9 trillion coro- 
navirus relief package — and the 
president had proposed extending 
them for another full year as part 
of a separate measure focused on 
economic and social programs. 
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Retiree Andy Roberts displays a photo of Tesla, his 5-year-old 
granddaughter, on Thursday in St. Albans, W.Va. JOHN RABY/AP 


time in months. 

In some places where the 
omicron variant has spread 
rapidly, including South Africa 
and the United Kingdom, cases 
have declined quickly after reach- 
ing a peak. In other places, includ- 
ing New York City, metrics have 
leveled off for a period before even- 
tually falling. 

Wu cautioned that Connecti- 
cut’s encouraging trends are not 
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UConn 
interim 
leader 

leaving 


Agwunobi taking 
job at insurer; school 
starts president search 


By Alex Putterman 
Hartford Courant 


Interim UConn President Dr. 
Andrew Agwunobi is quitting to 
take a top job at the health insur- 
ance company Humana, the 
university announced Friday. 

UConn said the school will 
immediately begin a search with 
the goal of hiring a permanent 
president by the fall. 

Agwunobi, also the highly 
regarded CEO of UConn Health 
since 2014, has served as interim 
president since last July after the 
abrupt resignation of Thomas 
Katsouleas. 

In a letter to the UConn 
community, Agwunobi called 
the decision to leave “extremely 
difficult.” 

“This is an amazing university 
and special place,” he wrote. “It 
has truly been an honor to serve 
as a leader here and to work with 
all of you.” 

Agwunobi will leave UConn on 
Feb. 20 and begin the following 
day in Louisville at health care 
giant Humana, Inc., where he will 
serve as president of the compa- 
ny’s Home Solutions business. 

UConn’s Board of Trustees 
will meet Jan. 26 to appoint 
Radenka Maric, the school’s vice 
president for research, innova- 
tion and entrepreneurship, as 
the new interim president, the 
school said. Dr. Bruce Liang, dean 
of the UConn School of Medicine, 
will take over as interim CEO of 
UConn Health. 

In a separate letter to the 
UConn community, Board of 
Trustees Chair Daniel Toscano 
promised a national search for 
a new president, with hopes of 
hiring someone by next fall. 

“This continues to be a period 
of transition for UConn, as we 
knew it would be, and we look 
ahead to a successful search 
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Larson seeking 13th 


term in Congress 


Facing the first intra-party 
challenge in memory, longtime 
U.S. Rep. John Larson focused 
on the high-stakes challenge 

of the pandemic when he 
formally announced Friday that 
he’s running for a new term. 
Connecticut, Page 1 
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Fentanyl 


from Page 1 


interested in sports and medical 
sciences. 

The school contains students 
from several towns in and around 
the Hartford area. The student 
who overdosed is from Hartford, 
Boisvert said. 

“All of our hearts and prayers are 
with the child who remains hospi- 
talized in grave condition, and 
with his loved ones,” Mayor Luke 
Bronin said at a press conference 
outside the school Thursday. 

“This is one more lesson that 
fentanyl is a poison. These drugs 
are a poison. And please, if you’re 
a parent, have that tough conver- 
sation with your child tonight,” 
Bronin added. 

The school was closed Friday 
while the campus is thoroughly 
cleaned and decontaminated, Bois- 
vert said. 

The overdose happened about 
10:30 a.m. at the magnet school 
at 280 Huyshope Ave. The boy 
collapsed in gym class and was 
unresponsive. 

When staff learned that the boy 
had ingested drugs, staff sought out 
and found the other two boys, both 
12, who had been with him earlier. 

Boisvert said the other two 
students reported feeling dizzy, 


UConn 


from Page 1 


process at this critical time in 
UConn’s and Connecticut’s 
history,’ wrote Toscano, who will 
lead the search committee. 

UConn must now find its third 
leader in less than a year. UConn 
Health, meanwhile, has struggled 
to compete with the larger hospi- 
tal systems that dominate greater 
Hartford and the state in general. 

“Dr. Agwunobi has helped to 
steer UConn and UConn Health 
through unprecedented times, all 
while overseeing significant growth 
in research and enrollment,’ Gov. 
Ned Lamont said in a statement 
released Friday morning. 

“T have immense confidence in 
the UConn Board of Trustees and 
Chairman Dan Toscano as they 
search for a permanent replace- 
ment to lead UConn into the future. 
Meanwhile, UConn is incredibly 
fortunate to have the talented and 
unflappable Dr. Radenka Maric to 
steer UConn on an interim basis.” 

Maric, who was born in Yugo- 
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but their exposure level was “very 
minimal.” 

“T want to extend my heart to the 
seventh grader, his entire family, 
the other two students that were 
involved, and to the entire school 
community at Sport and Medi- 
cal Sciences Academy,” Dr. Leslie 
Torres-Rodriguez, superinten- 
dent of Hartford Public, Schools 
said Thursday. “This has been, and 
continues to be, a really hard day 
for all of us.” 

A Hartford schools crisis team 
was deployed earlier to provide 
counseling and other resources to 
students, she said. 

The overdose triggered a “Code 
Yellow” alert, which means students 
and staff had to stay put while the 
boys were put into ambulances, and 
the school remained in lockdown 
for most of the remaining day. 

All students had to walk through 
a solution of bleach and OxyClean 
before leaving the school, in order 
to neutralize potential fentanyl 
exposure, police said. 


Hartford schools don’t have 
Narcan: Torres-Rodriguez said 
Hartford schools are not currently 
equipped with Narcan, the brand 
name for naloxone, which is used 
in emergencies to treat narcotics 
overdoses. 

School nurses and teachers 
are not trained in-school how to 





administer it, either. Torres-Ro- 
driguez said it is something the 
district may explore. 

“As with every crisis incident, 
we will have debriefs not just inter- 
nally, but also with our partners. 
In collaboration, we will deter- 
mine what else we would need 
to consider,” Torres-Rodriguez 
said Thursday. “This is something 
that we have to consider moving 
forward, and at the direction of 
our partners for us to determine 
to what extent the training and 
support is necessary.” 

Mark Jenkins, director of the 
Connecticut Harm Reduction Alli- 
ance, suggests “we have to get toa 
point where Narcan and naloxone 
is saturated in our communities.” 

Jenkins is the founded the alli- 
ance, formerly known as the 
Greater Hartford Harm Coali- 
tion, in 2014. The alliance distrib- 
utes between 4,000 and 5,000 kits 
containing two doses of naloxone 
each year, he said. 

Jenkins also conducts training 
programs where he teaches school 
nurses, and sometimes teachers, 
how to recognize a drug overdose 
and administer naloxone. 

The school training programs 
have had more pickup outside the 
Hartford area, Jenkins said. The 
last time he conducted the training 
at a Hartford was three years ago 
at Bulkeley High School, he said. 
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Interim UConn President Dr. Andrew Agwunobi will leave the role next 
month for a top job at the health insurance company Humana, the 
university announced Friday. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 


slavia and educated in Japan, came 
to UConn in 2010 as a profes- 
sor of chemical and biomolec- 
ular engineering. In addition to 
her academic and administra- 
tive pursuits, she is also a painter, 
pianist, clothier and amateur chef. 

Since 2017, Maric has been the 
vice president for research, where 
she oversees the school’s $375 
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million research portfolio. Among 
other achievements, she is an 
internationally recognized expert 
in batteries and fuel cells. Under 
her leadership, research funding 
at UConn has grown dramatically 
over the last five years. 

“With the support of our state 
government, communities, and 
industry we are going to continue 


“If we don’t reduce stigma and 
increase access [to Narcan], we will 
continue to see more fatalities,” 
Jenkins told The Courant Friday. 
“One has to be prepared. We have 
to be proactive.” 

There is no guarantee a stock- 
pile of Narcan and adequate train- 
ing would have helped Thursday. 
Witnesses would have had to 
determine the boy was indeed 
suffering an opioid overdose. Hart- 
ford emergency responders also 
carry Narcan on their persons. 

According to the Office of the 
Chief Medical Examiner, 1,374 
people died in Connecticut due to 
accidental drug overdoses in 2020. 
It’s amassive increase from the 355 
people who died in 2012, when the 
office began tracking accidental 
drug deaths. 

In Hartford, there were 126 acci- 
dental overdose deaths in 2020. 
The overwhelming majority were 
caused by fentanyl, both in the city 
and statewide. 


New Haven students hospital- 
ized after eating chocolate edible: 
In aseparate incident, five students 
at a New Haven school were hospi- 
talized Friday after consuming a 
chocolate edible that was found 
to contain THC, the compound in 
cannabis that produces a high. 

According to officials, some 
students vomited and reported 


to keep our students at the center 
of who we are and prepare them 
not just for good jobs but for lead- 
ership roles in addressing societal 
challenges,” Maric said in a state- 
ment released by UConn. 

“T’m asking all of my colleagues 
to join me in working toward the 
continued success of this institu- 
tion, and in collaboratively finding 
creative ways during this uncer- 
tain time to continue to support 
our students, communities, and 
the state as we strive for excel- 
lence,” Maric said. 

Liang has served as dean of 
UConn’s School of Medicine since 
2015. 

“T look forward to continuing 
to work closely with Radenka 
Maric in her interim role, as well 
as with our Board of Directors in 
the months ahead,” he said. 

Humana President and CEO 
Bruce Broussard said Agwunobi 
would join the company’s top 
management team. Humanais one 
of the nation’s largest health insur- 
ance companies. In 2015 Aetna 
failed in a bid to acquire Humana 
after a court ruling against the 


Richard B. Green 
Director, Content 


BUSINESS EXECUTIVES 


Mary Lou Stoneburner 
Vice President, Advertising 


Dana S. Bisconti 
Director, Finance 


Brian W. McEnery 
Director, Distribution 


7 


RIBUNE 


PUBLISHING 


billing questions. For same-day redelivery, please call before 10 
a.m. daily, 11:30 a.m. Sunday. All numbers are 860 area code unless 
otherwise noted. 


ADVERTISING 241-6221 
Classified 525-2525 
classified@courant.com 800-842-8824 
Death notices/Obituaries 241-6392 

NEWS 241-6747 

SPORTS 241-6435 

EDITORIAL PAGE/LETTERS 241-6595 

NEWS ACCURACY AND FAIRNESS CONCERNS 
E-mail readerep@courant.com 
Phone 241-3902 


@@® TheHartford Courant proudly participates ina 
A @ comprehensive recycling program to help protect the 
earth’s environment. You can join us by recycling this newspaper. 


A ~- - 
—— . 
4 “ ta 

j Seer & ay? | 
“Gp ate 5 
Bee 


VALUE 
SUBSCRI 


,, SSrKrr 


- 





billing period when the section publishes. This will result in 
shortening the length of your billing period. Premium issues 
scheduled to date: 1/10/21, 2/14/21, 3/28/21, 4/18/21, 5/16/21, 
6/13/21, 7/11/21, 8/8/21, 9/5/21, 10/10/21, 11/21/21, 12/19/21. 
Dates are subject to change without notice. *Service not 
available in all areas. Rates may vary based on subscription 
length. Vacation stops do not extend expiration dates. We 
may increase home delivery rates with 15 days notice. The 
Hartford Courant reserves the right to revise or reject any 
advertisement. Only publication of the advertisement shall 
constitute acceptance of the advertisement. The Hartford 
Courant shall not be responsible for the omission, in whole 
or in part, of any advertisement or for any typographical or 
other error. The Hartford Courant’s liability shall be limited 
to the amount paid by the advertiser for the first insertion 
only. In no event shall The Hartford Courant be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind. 








BER 


BREAKING 


NEWS 
Be the first to know 
Wid alsa als\ i em elects] 


SIGN UP TODAY 
courant.com/newsletters 





feeling lethargic. One of the five 
students alerted a teacher, who 
then reported the incident to 
police just before 11:30 a.m. 

The substance was found to 
contain TCH in an on-site test, 
Mayor Justin Elicker said. The 
substance was sent to another lab 
to rule out other drugs. 

Officials also found the pack- 
age the substance was in, which 
denoted that it contained THC. 

“We take the safety of our 
students and staff as very para- 
mount to us,” said Dr. Iline Tracey, 
superintendent of New Haven 
Public Schools. The school has 
communicated with families and 
has guidance counselors on scene 
to support students, she said. 

Two students have been released 
from the hospital and the others 
are recovering well, Elicker said. 
The students, who are 13 and 14, 
attend Bishop Woods Architecture 
& Design Magnet School. 

“As a parent of a child, I’m going 
to go home tonight and talk to my 
children and say never to accept 
any food or candy or anything 
from anyone except for the cafete- 
ria, or me or my wife,’ Elicker said. 
“Obviously, it’s something none of 
us would ever want to see in our 
schools.” 


Seamus McAvoy may be reached 
at smcavoy@courant.com 





Maric Liang 


proposed merger. 

“Andy is just the person we need 
for this critical Humana role lead- 
ing our Home Solutions business,” 
Broussard said in a statement. “He 
has a real passion for care in the 
home. He has been responsible for 
a home health care organization 
as part of an integrated system. He 
has extensive operational experi- 
ence with for-profit and nonprofit 
organizations, and he’s a doctor — 
he understands the value of care in 
the home, why seniors want more 
of it, and our vision at Humana for 
making it much easier for people 
to get the care they need at home.” 


Alex Putterman can be reached 
at aputterman@courant.com. 
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FROM PAGE ONE 


Fleeting choices 


Heartache sinks in 
for Bronx residents 
who survived ordeal 


By Adam Geller 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — It started as just 
another January morning, the 
damp chill prompting a family on 
the third floor of a drafty Bronx 
apartment tower to run a space 
heater for extra warmth, as resi- 
dents had done countless times 
before. 

In the moment, that decision 
hardly deserved a second thought. 

Soon, though, it would prove the 
first in a series of fleeting choices 
and troubling circumstances that 
combined to fuel a staggering trag- 
edy. 

If only the heat inside apart- 
ment 3N had been sufficient. 
If only the family, fleeing a fire 
sparked by the malfunctioning 
space heater, had pulled the door 
closed behind them. If only their 
neighbors, conditioned to ignore 
frequent alarms that nearly always 
proved false, had not disregarded 
them this time. If only the blaze 
hadn’t started near the bottom 
of the building, quickly turn- 
ing the structure into a chimney 
that funneled impenetrable black 
smoke up stairwells and down 
hallways as scores struggled to 
escape. 

If only so many seemingly minor 
factors had not aligned, then 17 
people, including eight children, 
might now be alive. 

“I dropped on my knees and 
started to pray to God and said, 
‘Please help me. Please help us,” 
said Tysena Jacobs. 68, who was 
making breakfast in her 15th-floor 
apartment when acrid smoke 
started billowing under the front 
door. “It was like a nightmare.” 

Most nightmares, though, are 
solitary. 

This one, all too real, was 
endured by hundreds spread over 
19 floors — taxi drivers and teach- 
ers, the elderly and newborns, 
many of them west African immi- 
grants. From the outside, their 
brown block building set on a 
cement corner appeared anony- 


Tax 


from Page 1 


But Democratic Sen. Joe 
Manchin, from Roberts’ home 
state of West Virginia, objected 
to extending the credit out of 
concern that the money would 
discourage people from work- 
ing and that additional federal 
spending would fuel inflation that 
has already climbed to a nearly 
40-year high. 

According to IRS data, 305,000 
West Virginia children benefited 
from the expanded credit last 
month. 

Manchin’s opposition in the 
evenly split Senate derailed Biden’s 
social spending package and 
caused the expanded tax credits 
that were going out in the middle 
of every month to expire in Janu- 
ary. This is whittling down family 
incomes at the precise moment 
when people are grappling with 
higher prices. 

However, families only received 
half of their 2021 credit on a 
monthly basis and the other half 
will be received once they file 
their taxes in the coming months. 
The size of the credit will be cut in 
2022, with full payments only going 
to families that earned enough 
income to owe taxes, a policy 
choice that will limit the benefits 
for the poorest households. The 
credits for 2022 will come only 
once people file their taxes at the 
start of the following year. 

By the Biden administration’s 
math, the expanded child tax 
credit and its monthly payments 
were a policy success that paid out 
$93 billion over six months. 

More than 36 million fami- 
lies received the payments in 
December. The payments were 
$300 monthly for each child who 


Virus 


from Page 1 


guaranteed to continue and that 
the state’s progress remains fragile. 

“There is a big ‘if? ” he said. “And 
that is if these numbers continue 
to hold” 


Cases, positivity rate 


Connecticut on Friday reported 
8,783 new COVID-19 cases out of 
45,398 tests, for a daily positivity 
rate of 19.4%. The state’s seven-day 
positivity rate now stands at 22.2%, 
down from 23.6% earlier this week. 

Connecticut has now averaged 
9,123 daily COVID-19 cases over 
the past week, also down slightly 
from earlier this week. Unvacci- 
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Charred walls and debris fill a third-floor hallway after fire gutted part 
of an apartment building Sunday in the Bronx borough of New York. 
RYAN J. DEGAN/NYC DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 


mous. 

But inside it was a community, 
only vertical. That amplified both 
the damage and the grief. 

If only, after an almost eerily 
mild December, last weekend’s 
weather in New York had not 
turned cold. 

Each winter, some apartments 
in the Twin Parks tower stayed 
comfortable while others did not, 
forcing residents to improvise, said 
Stefan Beauvogui, a 67-year-old 
immigrant from Guinea who lives 
on the fourth floor. 

On Sunday, he and his wife had 
space heaters running in both 
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bedrooms and their sitting room 
because the building’s heat “don’t 
work for nothing” 

He said he had complained, but 
it hadn’t been fixed. 

Fathia Touray’s family was 
the first to arrive at Twin Parks 
from the west African country of 
Gambia in the mid-1980s. They 
and other new arrivals bought 
space heaters. But sometimes 
her family had to turn on the 
oven or boil pots of water to keep 
the chill at bay, Touray said. She 
moved out in 2005 but her family 
remained, forced to flee Sunday’s 
blaze. 
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Investigators say an electric 
space heater set up in one of the 
bedrooms of a duplex on the third 
floor of the building had been on 
for a “prolonged period” when an 
unspecified malfunction set off a 
fire around 11 a.m. Soon, flames 
began billowing from the unit’s 
windows. 

Down the hall, resident Karen 
Dejesus heard one of the building’s 
hard-wired smoke alarms going off 
on the other side of her apartment 
door. 

At first, she ignored it. 

“So many of us were used to 
hearing that fire alarm go off, it 
was like second nature to us,” said 
Dejesus, 56, who was in the apart- 
ment with her son and 3-year-old 
granddaughter. “Not until I actu- 
ally saw the smoke coming in the 
door did I realize it was a real fire 
and I began to hear people yelling 
‘Help. Help. Help’ ” 

Up on the 10th floor, Jose 
Henriquez had the same reaction. 

“It seems like today, they went 
off but the people didn’t pay atten- 
tion,” Henriquez said in Spanish. 

By that point, smoke was spread- 
ing fast. 

When residents of 3N fled, the 
door to the unit was left open and 
stayed that way, investigators say, 
despite New York City law that 
requires entrances to apartments 
and stairwells be spring-loaded 
so they close automatically. The 
company that owns the building 
said this week that maintenance 
workers repairing a lock on that 
door recently had inspected the 
self-closing mechanism and found 
it working. 

Within minutes, air rushing 
through the open doorway had 
sucked flames, soot and thick 
black smoke into the hall, and 
then under Dejesus’ door. Before 
she could stuff towels into the 
opening, it filled the room, forc- 
ing the family to flee down the 
stairs to the lower floor of their 
duplex. 

When firefighters arrived a 
few minutes after the blaze was 
reported, they broke down her 
door and rushed all three family 
members out a window onto a 
waiting ladder. 

But while the flames never 
escaped the third floor, smoke 





Hairdresser Chelsea Woody stands outside her car at a grocery store Tuesday in Charleston, W.Va. For the first time 
in half a year, families on Friday went without a monthly deposit from the federal child tax credit. Woody, a single 
mother, relied on the check to help raise her young son. JOHN RABY/AP 


was five and younger, and $250 
monthly for children between the 
ages of six and 17. 

The Treasury Department 
declined to address questions 
about the expiration of the 
expanded child tax credit, which 
has become a politically sensitive 
issue as part of Biden’s nearly $2 
trillion economic package that has 
stalled in the Senate. 

Manchin has supported some 
form of a work requirement for 
people receiving the payment, out 
of concern that automatic govern- 
ment aid could cause people to quit 


nated residents have been about 
three times as likely to test posi- 
tive in recent weeks as vacci- 
nated residents, according to state 
numbers. 

Still, all eight Connecticut coun- 
ties — along with nearly the entire 
rest of the country — are recording 
“high” levels of COVID-19 trans- 
mission as defined by the federal 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. With this level of 
transmission, the CDC advises 
people to wear a mask in public 
indoor settings. 


Hospitalizations 


As of Friday, Connecticut had 
1,895 patients hospitalized with 
COVID-19, down 22 from Thurs- 


their jobs. 

Yet the senator’s primary objec- 
tion, in a written statement last 
month, sidestepped that issue as 
he expressed concerns about infla- 
tion and that a one-year exten- 
sion masked the true costs of a 
tax credit that could eventually 
become permanent. 

“My Democratic colleagues in 
Washington are determined to 
dramatically reshape our society in 
a way that leaves our country even 
more vulnerable to the threats we 
face,’ Manchin said. 

The U.S. Census Bureau 


day and down 44 from earlier this 
week. 

Hospital officials say some of 
patients hospitalized with COVID- 
19 were admitted for non-coro- 
navirus reasons before testing 
positive upon arrival but that a 
majority have significant COVID- 
19 symptoms. 

According to the state, 66.2% of 
people hospitalized with COVID- 
19 are unvaccinated. Hospital off- 
cials say the rate is significantly 
higher when considering only 
patients with severe symptoms. 


Deaths 


Connecticut reports COVID-19 
deaths on Thursdays. This week, 
the state reported 161 deaths, 


surveyed the spending patterns of 
recipients during September and 
October. Nearly a third used the 
credit to pay for school expenses, 
while about 25% of families with 
young children spent it on child 
care. About 40% of recipients said 
they mostly relied on the money to 
pay off debt. 

There are separate benefits in 
terms of improving the outcomes 
for impoverished children, whose 
families could not previously 
access the full tax credit because 
their earnings were too low. An 
analysis by the Urban Institute 


bringing its total during the 
pandemic to 9,442. 

As COVID-19 cases and hospital- 
izations have surged in Connecti- 
cut over recent weeks, deaths have 
risen but still remain far below the 
levels recorded last winter. Unvac- 
cinated people in Connecticut have 
been about 19 times as likely to die 
from COVID-19 in recent weeks as 
those who are vaccinated, accord- 
ing to state numbers. 

The United States has now 
recorded 847,105 COVID-19 
deaths, according to the Corona- 
virus Resource Center at Johns 
Hopkins University. 


Vaccinations 
As of Friday, 90.6% of all 


doomed 17 in fire 


poured into the building’s stair- 
wells and, with a second door 
left open on a 15th-floor landing, 
rapidly swept throughout the 
building. There was little to hold 
back the blaze in a structure that 
has sprinklers in its compactor 
and laundry rooms but none else- 
where. 

Glenn Corbett, a fire science 
professor at John Jay College in 
New York City, said closed doors 
are vital to containing fire and 
smoke, especially in buildings 
without systems to douse a blaze. 

“Tn a building that doesn’t have 
sprinklers in it, that has very little 
fire safety in it, this door became 
literally life and death for hundreds 
of people,” he said. 

On the 19th floor, Renee Howard 
was startled by a banging at her 
door. She opened it to find a fire- 
fighter, his face covered in soot, 
standing in a hallway filled with 
black smoke, asking her if every- 
one inside was OK. Assured she 
was safe, he ordered her to keep 
away from the door and stay near 
the window and wait for further 
instructions. 

“T didn’t move from there for at 
least seven hours because I didn’t 
know where the fire was,” she 
said. 

Staying put kept her safe. 

But in a building without fire 
escapes, many residents flooded 
into the stairways, leaving what 
refuge they had in their units. 
Members of another family who 
lives on the same floor as Howard 
died trying to escape the building. 

In the chaos, though, others 
made it to safety. 

“I just ran down the steps as 
much as I could but people was 
falling all over me, screaming,” 
said Sandra Clayton, 61, who was 
able to grope her way through the 
smoke. 

As residents returned to the 
building this week hoping to gather 
personal items, they despaired 
pondering all the ways in which 
the tragedy and its terrible toll 
might have been averted. 

“I saw the firefighters taking 
the children out. Their lives have 
been snatched away in a second,” 
Howard said, breaking into tears. 
“T don’t want to go back there. It’s 
such a heartache.” 


estimated that extending the credit 
as developed by the Biden admin- 
istration would cut child poverty 
by 40%. 

The tax credits did not cause an 
immediate exodus from the work- 
force, as some lawmakers had 
feared. 

The Bureau of Labor Statis- 
tics reported that the percent- 
age of people with jobs increased 
from 58% the month before the 
monthly payments began to 59.5% 
last month. 

That same trend occurred in 
West Virginia, where the employ- 
ment-population ratio rose to the 
pre-pandemic level of 52.9%. 

One of the key questions for 
policymakers is whether bureau- 
cracies or parents are better at 
spending money on children. 

Manchin has proposed a 
10-year, funded version of Biden’s 
economic proposal that would 
scrap the child tax credits focus 
and instead finance programs such 
as universal prekindergarten, to 
avoid sending money directly to 
families. 

“It’s a moral question of do you 
trust families to make their own 
decisions,” Michelmore said. 

Hairdresser Chelsea Woody 
is a single mother from Charles- 
ton, West Virginia, who works six 
days a week to make ends meet. 
The extended child tax credit 
payments had helped pay for her 
son’s daycare, as well as letting her 
splurge on clothes for him. 

“It truly helps out a lot. It’s an 
extra cushion, instead of me worry- 
ing how I’m going to pay a bill or if 
anything comes up,” Woody said as 
she loaded groceries into her car. 
“It’s helpful for a lot of people. It 
helps working families out because 
we struggle the most. I’m hardly 
home with my kid because I work 
all the time.” 


Connecticut residents and 95% of 
those 12 and older had received at 
least one COVID-19 vaccine dose, 
while 75.5% of all residents and 
84.2% of those 12 and older were 
fully vaccinated, according to the 
CDC. 

Additionally, about 47.1% of fully 
vaccinated Connecticut residents 
18 or older have received a booster 
dose. 

The CDC warns that booster 
shots are sometimes misclassi- 
fied as first doses, likely inflating 
the reported number of first-dose 
coverage and understating the 
true number of people who have 
received boosters. 


Alex Putterman can be reached 
at aputterman@courant.com. 
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Move suggesting 
pretext for further 
invasion of Ukraine 


By Aamer Madhani, 
Nomaan Merchant 
and Vladimir Isachenkov 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — U.S. 
intelligence officials have 
determined a Russian 
effort is underway to create 
a pretext for troops to 
further invade Ukraine, and 
Moscow has prepositioned 
operatives to conduct “a 
false-flag operation” in east- 
ern Ukraine, according to 
the White House. 

White House press secre- 
tary Jen Psaki said Friday 
that intelligence findings 
show Russia is also laying 
the groundwork through 
a social media disinforma- 
tion campaign that frames 
Ukraine as an aggressor that 
has been preparing an immi- 
nent attack against Russian- 
backed forces. 

Psaki charged that Russia 
has already dispatched 
operatives trained in urban 
warfare who could use 
explosives to carry out acts 
of sabotage against Russia’s 
own proxy forces — blam- 
ing the acts on Ukraine 
— if Russian President Vlad- 
imir Putin decides to move 
forward with an invasion. 

“We are concerned that 
the Russian government is 
preparing for an invasion in 
Ukraine that may result in 
widespread human rights 
violations and war crimes 
should diplomacy fail to 
meet their objectives,” Psaki 
said. 

Pentagon spokesman 
John Kirby described the 
intelligence as “very credi- 
ble” A U.S. official, who was 
not authorized to comment 
on the intelligence and spoke 


on condition of anonymity, 
said much of it was gleaned 
from intercepted commu- 
nications and observations 
of the movements of people. 

The U.S. intelligence find- 
ings, which were declassi- 
fied and shared with U.S. 
allies before being made 
public, estimate that a mili- 
tary invasion could begin 
between mid-January and 
mid-February. 

Ukraine is also moni- 
toring the potential use of 
disinformation by Russia. 
Separately, Ukrainian media 
on Friday reported that 
authorities believed Russian 
special services were plan- 
ning a possible false-flag 
incident to provoke addi- 


! 


tional conflict. 

The new U.S. intelligence 
was unveiled after a series of 
talks between Russia and the 
U.S. and its Western allies 
this week in Europe aimed 
at heading off the escalating 
crisis made little progress. 

In what would be a major 
turnaround, The New York 
Times reported Friday that 
senior Biden administration 
officials are warning that the 
United States could throw its 
weight behind a Ukrainian 
insurgency should Russia 
invade Ukraine. 

How the United States, 
which just exited two 
decades of war in Afghani- 
stan, might pivot to funding 
and supporting an insur- 


Federal testing website 
launching next week 


Amid surge, most 
won't see promised 
free tests for weeks 


By Zeke Miller 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — After 
a difficult week that saw 
setbacks for some of Presi- 
dent Joe Biden’s priorities, 
the White House on Friday 
announced steps being 
taken to advance the admin- 
istration’s agenda. 

A day after the Supreme 
Court halted a policy for 
mandatory vaccination for 
employees of large compa- 
nies, officials unveiled the 
federal website where 
Americans can request free 
COVID-19 tests beginning 
Wednesday as the White 
House looks to address 
nationwide shortages, 
though supplies will be 
limited to just four free tests 
per home. 

The website COVIDTests. 
gov will provide tests at no 
cost, including no ship- 
ping fee, the White House 
announced Friday. 

As he faced criticism for 
low inventory and long lines 
for testing, Biden announced 
last month that the U.S. 
would purchase 500 million 
at-home tests to launch the 
program and on Thursday 
the president announced 


that he was doubling the 
order to 1 billion tests. 

But Americans shouldn’t 
expect a rapid turnaround 
on the orders and they will 
have to plan ahead and 
request the tests well before 
they meet federal guidelines 
for when to use a test. 

The White House said 
“tests will typically ship 
within 7-12 days of order- 
ing” through the USS. Postal 
Service, which reports ship- 
ping times of 1-3 days for its 
first-class package service in 
the continental US. 

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
recommends at-home test- 
ing when experiencing 
COVID-19 systems includ- 
ing fever, cough, sore throat, 
respiratory symptoms and 
muscle aches, five days 
after a potential COVID-19 
exposure, or as part of test- 
to-stay protocols in schools 
and workplaces. 

“Certainly if you’re going 
to gather with family, if 
you’re going to a gathering 
where people are immu- 
nocompromised or where 
they’re elderly or where 
you have people who might 
be unvaccinated or poorly 
protected from a vaccine, 
that might be an opportu- 
nity you want to test,’ said 
Dr. Rochelle Walensky, the 
CDC director, on Wednes- 
day. 





Two days after a Nov. 21 Christmas parade crash in Waukesha, 
Wis., a family visits a victim’s memorial. JEFFREY PHELPS/AP 


Officials emphasized 
that the federal website is 
just one way for people to 
procure COVID-19 tests. 
Starting on Saturday, private 
insurance companies will 
be required to cover the 
cost of at-home rapid tests, 
allowing Americans to be 
reimbursed for tests they 
purchase at pharmacies and 
online retailers. That covers 
up to eight tests per month. 

The White House said the 
four-test limit on website 
orders will be applied to 
each residential address and 
will apply to the first tranche 
of 500 million tests. It esti- 
mates the cost of purchas- 
ing and distributing the first 
block of tests at $4 billion. 

Officials said they are 
cognizant that any launch 
of a website carries some 
risks — and memories of the 
disastrous rollout during 
the Obama administration 
of Healthcare.gov are still 
fresh — but said they believe 
they are well-positioned to 
handle demand for tests. 

Also on Friday, Biden 
tried to move past recent 
setbacks on voting rights 
and his economic agenda by 
outlining progress made in 
implementing his $1 trillion 
bipartisan infrastructure 
package. 

“When we invest in 
infrastructure, we’re really 
investing in opportunity,” 


White House press secretary Jen Psaki said intelligence has Russia framing Ukraine as an aggressor. CHIP SOMODEVILLA/GETTY 


gency from fighting one is 
still being worked out. But 
even a conversation about 
how far the United States 
would go to subvert Russian 
aims in the event of an inva- 
sion has revived the specter 
of anew Cold War. 
Administration officials 
interviewed this week said 
that plans to help Ukrainian 
insurgents could include 
providing training in nearby 
countries that are part 
of NATO’s eastern flank: 
Poland, Romania and Slova- 
kia, which could enable 
insurgents to slip in and out 
of Ukraine. Beyond logisti- 
cal support and weapons, 
the United States and NATO 
allies could also provide 





medical equipment, services 
and even sanctuary during 
Russian offensives. The 
United States would almost 
certainly supply weapons, 
the officials said. 

White House national 
security adviser Jake Sulli- 
van on Thursday said the 
US. intelligence community 
has not made an assessment 
that the Russians, who have 
massed some 100,000 troops 
on Ukraine’s border, have 
definitively decided to take 
a military course of action. 

But Sullivan said Russia 
is laying the groundwork to 
invade under false pretenses 
should Putin decide to 
go that route. He said the 
Russians have been plan- 


S: Russia readies ‘false-flag’ action 


ning “sabotage activities 
and information operations” 
that accuse Ukraine of prep- 
ping for its own imminent 
attack against Russian forces 
in eastern Ukraine. 

He said this is similar to 
what the Kremlin did in 
the lead-up to Russia’s 2014 
annexation of Crimea, the 
Black Sea peninsula that had 
been under Ukraine’s juris- 
diction since 1954. 

The Russians, while 
maintaining they don’t 
plan to invade Ukraine, are 
demanding that the U.S. 
and NATO provide written 
guarantees that the alliance 
will not expand eastward. 
Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov warned Friday that 
Moscow wouldn’t wait 
indefinitely for the West- 
ern response, saying he 
expects the U.S. and NATO 
to provide a written answer 
next week. 

Also on Friday, a cyberat- 
tack left about 70 Ukrainian 
national and government 
websites temporarily 
unavailable, officials said. 

Ukrainian Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman Oleg Niko- 
lenko said it was too soon 
to say who was behind it, 
“but there is a long record 
of Russian cyber assaults 
against Ukraine in the past.” 

The hack amounted to 
defacement of government 
websites, said Oleh Dere- 
vianko, a leading private 
sector expert and founder of 
the ISSP cybersecurity firm. 

A message posted by 
the hackers in Russian, 
Ukrainian and Polish told 
Ukrainians to “be afraid 
and expect the worst.” In 
response, Poland’s govern- 
ment issued a statement 
noting that Russia has a 
history of such disinforma- 
tion campaigns and that the 
Polish in the message was 
not from a native speaker. 





President Joe Biden gives remarks in Washington, D.C., on his administration’s response to the 
surge in COVID-19 cases across the country. ANNA MONEYMAKER/GETTY 


Biden said. “These are 
investments that will build 
a better America. It sounds 
like hyperbole, but it’s real.” 

Sixty days after the 
infrastructure package 
became law in Novem- 
ber, the Transportation 
Department is launching 
a $27 billion program to 
repair and upgrade 15,000 
bridges. Under the five- 
year program, the federal 
government will release 
nearly $5.5 billion this fiscal 
year to states, Puerto Rico, 
the District of Columbia and 
tribes. 

The president is trying to 
regain a sense of optimism 
after his administration has 
endured a rough week. His 


economic and voting rights 
agenda has been stymied 
in the Senate, while the 
Supreme Court halted his 
administration’s vaccine- 
or-testing mandate for firms 
with over 100 employees. 

Biden said he’s deter- 
mined to show that 
construction tied to the 
infrastructure package can 
better people’s lives. 

“There’s a lot of talk 
about disappointments of 
things we haven’t gotten 
done we’re gonna get a lot of 
them done, I might add,” he 
said. “But this is something 
we did get done and it’s of 
enormous consequence to 
the country.” 

The White House issued 


a fact sheet in advance of 
Biden’s remarks that details 
how the administration is 
preparing to distribute infra- 
structure funds. There are 
plans to build out 500,000 
charging stations for elec- 
tric vehicles. The Trans- 
portation Department has 
announced the distribution 
of roughly $56 billion to 
improve highways, airports 
and shipping ports. 

Former New Orleans 
Mayor Mitch Landrieu 
is tasked with managing 
the implementation of the 
infrastructure spending. 
He appeared with Biden 
on Friday and pledged to 
“deliver results on time, on 
task and on budget.” 


Wisconsin parade suspect faces murder trial 


By Todd Richmond 


Associated Press 


MADISON, Wis. — A 
Milwaukee man accused of 
killing six people and injur- 
ing dozens more when he 
drove an SUV through a 
suburban Christmas parade 
must stand trial, a court 
commissioner ordered 
Friday. 

Prosecutors have 
presented “ample” evidence 
to show Darrell Brooks 
probably committed felo- 
nies, Waukesha County 


Court Commissioner Kevin 
Costello said at the end of a 
preliminary hearing. That’s 
the point in the criminal 
justice process where court 
officials decide whether 
there’s enough proof to bind 
defendants over for trial. 

Brooks faces 77 charges 
in all, including six counts 
of homicide and multiple 
counts of reckless endan- 
germent. He would face 
mandatory life in prison if 
convicted on just one of the 
homicide charges. 

District Attorney Susan 


Opper called just one 
witness, police detective 
Thomas Casey. He testified 
that he and other officers 
yelled at Brooks to stop as 
he drove the SUV through 
the parade in downtown 
Waukesha on Nov. 21. 

He described how the 
vehicle zigzagged across the 
street for blocks, smashing 
into marchers from behind 
and running them over. 
He said Brooks injured 61 
people, including the six 
people he killed. 

Brooks’ attorney, public 


defender Anna Kees, argued 
that Brooks was high during 
the incident. 

She maintained that he 
couldn’t turn off the parade 
route because the side 
streets were barricaded and 
full of spectators. She noted, 
too, that he told detectives 
that he didn’t mean to kill 
anyone and couldn’t bring 
himself to look at photos of 
the carnage. 

Brooks was ordered to 
appear for an arraignment 
on Feb. 11, at which point he 
will be able to enter a plea. 
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Ohio Supreme Court 
rejects congressional 
map drawn by GOP 


From news services 


COLUMBUS, Ohio — 
Ohio’s Republican-drawn 
congressional map was 
rejected by the state’s high 
court Friday, giving hope 
to national Democrats who 
had argued it unfairly deliv- 
ered several potentially 
competitive seats in this 
year’s critical midterm elec- 
tions to Republicans. 

In the 4-3 decision, 
the Ohio Supreme Court 
returned the map to the 
Ohio General Assembly, 
where Republicans hold 
supermajorities in both 
chambers, and then to the 
Ohio Redistricting Commis- 
sion. The two bodies have a 
combined 60 days to draw 
new lines that comply witha 
2018 constitutional amend- 
ment against gerrymander- 
ing. 

The commission was in 
the process of reconstituting 
so it can redraw GOP-drawn 
legislative maps the court 
also rejected this week as 
gerrymandered. That deci- 
sion gave the panel 10 days 
to comply. 

With Feb. 2 and March 4 
looming as the filing dates 
for legislative and congres- 
sional candidates, respec- 
tively, the decisions have 
raised questions of whether 
the state’s May 3 primary 
may have to be extended. 

Ohio Republican Party 
Chair Bob Paduchik called 
the situation a mess, criticiz- 
ing the state’s high court. 

“That’s a lot to dump on 
a commission with a very 
short period of time,’ he 
said Friday. “It’s hard to say 
what’s going to happen.” 

Justices chastised Repub- 
licans in both decisions for 
flouting the voters’ wishes 
and the Constitution and 
directed them to move with 
haste. 

Writing for the majority, 
Justice Michael Donnelly 
wrote, “(T)he evidence in 
these cases makes clear 
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beyond all doubt that the 
General Assembly did not 
heed the clarion call sent by 
Ohio voters to stop political 
gerrymandering.” 

Donnelly and the court’s 
other two Democrats were 
joined by Chief Justice 
Maureen O’Connor, a 
moderate Republican set to 
depart the court due to age 
limits at the end of the year. 

The court’s three other 
Republicans — including 
Justice Pat DeWine, son 
of Republican Gov. Mike 
DeWine, a named plaintiff 
in the cases — dissented. 


Fight over funds: The Biden 
administration is threat- 
ening to recoup COVID-19 
relief funds sent to Arizona 
over state provisions that it 
says discourage families and 
school districts from follow- 
ing federal guidance recom- 
mending face coverings in 
schools. 

At issue are two state 
programs meant to help 
schools and students but 
that direct funding away 
from jurisdictions with 
mask requirements. 

Arizona’s Education 
Plus-Up Grant Program 
provides $163 million in 
funding to schools and its 
COVID-19 Educational 
Recovery Benefit Program 
provides for up to $7,000 for 
parents if their child’s school 
requires face coverings or 
quarantines after exposure. 
It lets parents use the money 
for private school tuition or 
other education costs. 

In a Friday letter, the 
Treasury Department 
warned that the state has 
60 days to remove the 
anti-masking provisions 
before the federal govern- 
ment moves to recover the 
relief money, and it threat- 
ened to withhold the next 
tranche of aid as well. 


Shkreli rulings: Martin 
Shkreli must return $64.6 
million in profits he and his 
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ue of civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr., on Friday at 
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a memorial in Washington, D.C. King, who would have turned 93 on Saturday, was fatally shot on April 4, 1968, at the Lorraine 
Motel in Memphis, Tennessee. Martin Luther King Jr. Day, a federal holiday, will be observed Monday. MANDEL NGAN/GETTY-AFP 


former company reaped 
from jacking up the price 
and monopolizing the 
market for a lifesaving 
drug, a federal judge ruled 
Friday while also barring the 
imprisoned ex-CEO from 
the pharmaceutical indus- 
try for the rest of his life. 

US. District Judge Denise 
Cote’s ruling came after a 
bench trial in December 
that featured recordings 
of conversations Cote said 
showed Shkreli exerting 
control over the company, 
Vyera Pharmaceuticals LLC, 
from behind bars. 

Shkreli was CEO of 
Turing Pharmaceuticals — 
later Vyera — when it raised 
the price of Daraprim from 
$13.50 to $750 per pill after 
obtaining exclusive rights 
to the decadesold drug in 
2015. It treats a rare parasitic 
disease that strikes pregnant 
women, cancer patients and 
AIDS patients. 

Shkreli defended the deci- 
sion as capitalism at work. 

He resigned as Turing’s 
CEO in 2015, a day after he 
was arrested on securities 
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People watch a news report about North Korea’s latest missile launch on Friday in Seoul, 
South Korea. North Korea has conducted three launches this month. LEE JIN-MAN/AP 


NKorea again tests missiles 
in response to US sanctions 


By Kim Tong-Hyung 


Associated Press 


SEOUL, South Korea 
— North Korea on Friday 
fired what appeared to be 
two short-range ballistic 
missiles in its third weapons 
launch this month, officials 
in South Korea said, in an 
apparent reprisal for fresh 
sanctions imposed by the 
Biden administration for 
its continuing test launches. 

South Korea’s Joint 
Chiefs of Staff said the 
missiles were fired 11 
minutes apart from an 
inland area in western 
North Pyongan prov- 
ince, where North Korea 
is known to operate key 
missile bases and has 
frequently conducted test 
launches in recent years. 

The missiles flew 267 
miles cross-country on a 
maximum altitude of 22 
miles before landing in the 
sea, the military said. 

Hours earlier, North 
Korea issued a statement 
berating the Biden admin- 
istration for imposing new 
sanctions over its previous 
missile tests and warned of 
stronger and more explicit 
action if Washington main- 
tains its “confrontational 


stance.” 

The sanctions targeted 
five North Koreans over 
their roles in obtaining 
equipment and technol- 
ogy for the North’s missile 
programs in its response 
to the North’s missile test 
this week. Washington also 
said it would seek new U.N. 
sanctions. 

The test-launch of a 
hypersonic missile on Tues- 
day — the second in a week 
— was overseen by leader 
Kim Jong Un, who said 
it would greatly increase 
his country’s nuclear “war 
deterrent.” 

North Korea has been 
ramping up tests of new, 
potentially nuclear-capable 
missiles designed to over- 
whelm missile defenses in 
the region. Some experts 
say Kim is going back to 
his tactic of pressuring the 
world with missile launches 
and outrageous threats 
before offering negotiations 
meant to extract conces- 
sions. 

Following an unusually 
provocative run in nuclear 
and long-range missile tests 
in 2017 that showed the 
North’s pursuit of an arsenal 
that could target the Amer- 
ican homeland, Kim initi- 


ated diplomacy with former 
President Donald Trump in 
2018 in an attempt to lever- 
age his nukes for economic 
benefits. 

But the negotiations 
derailed after Kim’s second 
summit with Trump in 
2019, when the Ameri- 
cans rejected his demands 
for major sanctions relief 
in exchange for a partial 
surrender of the North’s 
nuclear capabilities. 

Kim’s government has 
so far rejected the Biden 
administration’s open- 
ended offer to resume talks, 
saying Washington must 
abandon its “hostile policy” 
first. 

The term is one Pyong- 
yang mainly uses to describe 
sanctions and joint U.S.- 
South Korea military drills. 

South Korea’s presi- 
dential office said senior 
officials convened an emer- 
gency National Security 
Council meeting, expressed 
“strong regret” over the 
continued launches and 
urged Pyongyang to recom- 
mit to dialogue. 

In an interview aired on 
MSNBC, Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken called 
the North’s latest tests 
“profoundly destabilizing” 


fraud charges related to two 
failed hedge funds he ran. 


GOP Trump foe retiring: 
Rep. John Katko, a Repub- 
lican moderate, announced 
his retirement Friday, the 
third of the 10 House GOP 
lawmakers who voted to 
impeach President Donald 
Trump in 2021 to say they 
won’t seek reelection. 

Now serving his fourth 
House term, Katko, 59, 
released a statement saying 
it was time to “enjoy my 
family and life ina fuller and 
more present way.” 

There was sharp GOP 
backlash against all 10 
Republicans who voted to 
impeach Trump over his 
role in inciting supporters 
who violently stormed the 
Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, as 
lawmakers were certifying 
his presidential reelection 
defeat. 

Reps. Anthony Gonzalez 
of Ohio and Adam Kinzinger 
of Illinois, who backed 
Trump’s second impeach- 
ment just over a year ago, 
have also decided against 


remaining in the House. 


PM Johnson’s office sorry: 
Boris Johnson’s office apol- 
ogized to the royal family 
on Friday for holding staff 
parties in Downing Street 
on the eve of Prince Philip’s 
funeral last year — the latest 
in a catalogue of allegedly 
lockdown-breaching gath- 
erings that are threatening 
to topple the British prime 
minister. 

Farewell parties for John- 
son’s departing communica- 
tions director and another 
staffer, complete with late- 
night drinking and danc- 
ing, took place last April 
16, the night before Queen 
Elizabeth II sat alone at her 
husband’s funeral because 
of social distancing rules in 
place to slow the spread of 
the coronavirus. 

Johnson spokesman 
Jamie Davies acknowledged 
that news of the gatherings 
had caused “significant 
public anger,” 

The former communica- 
tions director, James Slack 
— who is now deputy editor- 


in-chief of tabloid newspa- 
per The Sun — apologized 
“unreservedly” for the 
“anger and hurt” caused by 
his farewell party. 


Mars meteorite: A 4 billion- 
year-old meteorite from 
Mars that caused asplash on 
Earth contains no evidence 
of ancient, primitive 
Martian life after all, scien- 
tists reported Thursday. 

In 1996, a NASA-led team 
announced that organic 
compounds in the rock 
appeared to have been left 
by living creatures. Other 
scientists were skeptical 
and researchers chipped 
away at that premise over 
the decades. 

Tiny samples from the 
meteorite show the carbon- 
rich compounds are actually 
the result of water — most 
likely salty, or briny, water 
— flowing over the rock for 
a prolonged period, Steele 
said. The findings appear in 
the journal Science. 

The 4-pound rock was 
discovered in Antarctica in 
1984, 


Trash, recyclables piling up 
while omicron variant surges 


By Travis Loller 


Associated Press 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — 
The omicron variant is sick- 
ening so many sanitation 
workers around the U.S. 
that some cities have had to 
delay or suspend garbage 
or recycling pickup, anger- 
ing residents shocked that 
governments can’t perform 
this most basic of functions. 

The slowdowns have 
caused recycling bins full 
of Christmas gift boxes and 
wrapping paper to languish 
on Nashville curbs, trash 
bags to pile up on Phila- 
delphia streets, and uncol- 
lected yard waste — grass 
clippings, leaves, branches 
— to block sidewalks in 
Atlanta. 

“It’s just a shame,’ said 
Madelyn Rubin, who lives 
in Jacksonville, Florida, 
where officials have halted 
recycling. 

“You know that they 
could find the money to 
do it if they wanted to,” she 
said. “If it was a business 
that wanted to come in here, 
they would dump money in 
to make it happen.” 

Cities including Atlanta, 
Nashville and Louisville, 
Kentucky, are so short- 
handed they have tempo- 
rarily stopped collecting 
things like recyclable 
bottles, cans, paper and 
plastic, yard waste or over- 
sized junk to focus on the 
erosser, smellier stuff. The 
delays are more than annoy- 
ance to residents, creating 
problems such as clogged 
storm drains and blocked 
sidewalks. 

Nashville City Council 
member Freddie O’Con- 
nell was just as surprised 
as his constituents when 
he received notice before 
Christmas that the city was 
halting curbside recycling. 

“T was just stunned there 
wasn’t an alternative or a 
back-up plan,” he said. “No 
hot line for people who are 
mobility impaired or don’t 
have reliable access to a car” 
to carry their recyclables to 
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Sanitation workers collect trash Thursday in Philadelphia. 
Trash bags are piling up in the city as sanitation workers are 
sidelined by the surging omicron variant. MATT ROURKE/AP 


a central drop-off site. 

“It feels like a failure of 
governance,’ he added. 

The garbage crisis is the 
third of the pandemic. The 
first happened in the spring 
of 2020, when COVID-19 
took hold in the U.S. Prob- 
lems arose again as the 
delta variant spiked over 
the summer. 

The Solid Waste Asso- 
ciation of North America 
warned government offi- 
cials and trash haulers in 
December to “plan now for 
staffing shortages.” 

The highly contagious 
variant hit just when Amer- 
icans were generating a lot 
of trash — over the Christ- 
mas holidays. Combine that 
with a relatively low vacci- 
nation level among front- 
line sanitation workers and 
you have a “perfect storm 
for delayed collection,” 
the association’s executive 
director, David Biderman, 
said this week. 

In some communi- 
ties, up to a quarter of the 
waste-collection workforce 
is calling in sick, Biderman 
said. 

Garbage collection has 
become just another of 
the many basic services 


disrupted by omicron. 
Around the U.S., teachers, 
firefighters, police offi- 
cers and transit workers 
have been out sick in large 
numbers. 

“We’re getting calls, 
emails, everything. People 
are understandably frus- 
trated,” said Atlanta City 
Council member Liliana 
Bakhtiari. 

Atlanta officials said 
Monday that because of 
the worker shortage, recy- 
cling and yard waste will 
be picked up “as staffing 
allows.” 

Los Angeles said delays in 
the collection of recyclables 
could continue through the 
month. 

New York City, which 
boasts the largest munic- 
ipal sanitation force in the 
world, had around 2,000 
of its 7,000 workers out 
because of the latest round 
of the coronavirus, but the 
rest are working long hours 
to clear a backlog of waste. 

To keep the trash from 
piling up, some municipal- 
ities are hiring temporary 
workers or contracting with 
private haulers. Some are 
offering signing or retention 
bonuses or pay raises. 
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Retail sales in December 


slump after record season 


Consumers slowed purchases after robust early spending during the holidays 


By Anne D’Innocenzio 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Americans overlooked 
shortages, spiking prices and uncertainty 
over the omicron variant to break spending 
records during the critical holiday shop- 
ping season. But figures released Friday 
show that after spending robustly early 
in the holiday season, consumers sharply 
slowed their purchases from November to 
December. 

The National Retail Federation, the 
nation’s largest retail trade group, said 
that sales surged by a record 14.1% from 
November and December 2020 to the same 
months in 2021. Those figures blew away 
the federation’s projections for growth 
of between 8.5% to 10.5%, and more than 
tripled the average gain over the past five 
years of 4.4%. 

“After a dispiriting holiday season in 
2020, most shoppers were absolutely deter- 
mined to enjoy themselves come what 
may,” said Neil Saunders, managing direc- 
tor of GlobalData. 
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Yet data issued by the Commerce Depart- 
ment showed that by the end of December, 
spending had trailed off sharply enough to 
catch economists off guard and raise doubts 
about the sustainability of retail sales in the 
face of omicron, inflation and persistent 
shortages of labor and supplies. Retail sales 
fell a seasonally adjusted 1.9% from Novem- 
ber to December. 

Spending fell broadly across numerous 
sectors: Department store sales fell 7%, 
restaurant 0.8% and online purchases 8.7% 
compared with November. 

Many economists expect the caution 
that consumers displayed last month to 
carry over into this year and potentially 
slow the economy. Still, with average 
hourly pay rising and unemployment rate 
steadily dropping, analysts say spending 
and growth could pick up, at least modestly, 
once omicron fades. 

“American consumers closed 2021 ona 
very sour note,” said Sal Guatieri, senior 
economist at BMO Capital Markets. “That 
said, high household savings, strong job 
growth, and improved confidence once 
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the latest COVID wave crests should put 
consumers back on a high-spending track 
in the second quarter.” 

Retailers warned for months that their 
supply chains had become snarled as the 
nation swiftly emerged from the pandemic 
recession, and they urged consumers to 
shop early for their holiday purchases. It 
appears that many Americans took heed 
and, in effect, moved up the usual holiday 
shopping period by a month or so. 

Commerce Department figures show 
retail sales jumped 1.8% in October, and 
on Friday it reported that year-over-year 
numbers show that retail sales surged 16.9% 
last month compared with December 2020. 
For all of 2021, sales spiked 19.3% compared 
with the previous year. 

Some analysts suspect that shoppers who 
waited until the end of the holiday season 
and didn’t find what they wanted and took 
a pass or they bought gift cards. That spend- 
ing won’t show up in retail data until those 
cards are redeemed. All told, Americans 
appear to be spending their money differ- 
ently — and spending more, not less. 


People encounter empty sections of shelves while shopping for groceries Wednesday in New York City. A national trade association says the 
unavailability rate for groceries is hovering around 15%, up from the normal 5% to 10% at any given time. SPENCER PLATT/GETTY 


Grocery shortages flare again 


Omicron, weather adding 
to supply chain, labor issues 
plaguing retailers nationwide 


By Dee-Ann Durbin 


Associated Press 


Shortages at U.S. grocery stores have 
grown more acute in recent weeks as new 
problems — like the fast-spreading omicron 
variant and severe weather — have piled 
on to the supply chain struggles and labor 
shortages that have plagued retailers since 
the coronavirus pandemic began. 

The shortages are impacting produce 
and meat as well as packaged goods such 
as cereal. And they’re being reported 
nationwide. U.S. groceries typically have 
5% to 10% of their items out of stock at any 
given time; right now, that unavailability 
rate is hovering around 15%, according to 
Consumer Brands Association President 
and CEO Geoff Freeman. 

Part of the scarcity consumers are seeing 
on store shelves is due to pandemic trends 
that never abated — and are exacerbated 
by omicron. Americans are eating at home 
more than they used to, especially since 
offices and some schools remain closed. 


Biden taps 3 to 


By Christopher Rugaber 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — President Joe Biden 
on Friday announced the nominations 
of three people for the Federal Reserve’s 
Board of Governors, including Sarah Bloom 
Raskin, a former Fed and Treasury official, 
for the top regulatory slot and Lisa Cook, 
who would be the first Black woman to 
serve on the Fed’s board. 

Biden also nominated Phillip Jefferson, 
an economist, dean of faculty at Davidson 
College in North Carolina and a former Fed 
researcher. The three nominees, who will 
have to be confirmed by the Senate, would 
fill out the Fed’s seven-member board. 

They would join the Fed at a particularly 


The average U.S. household spent $144 
per week at the grocery last year, according 
to FMI, a trade organization for groceries 
and food producers. That was down from 
$161 in 2020, but well above the $113.50 that 
households spent in 2019. 

A deficit of truck drivers that started 
building before the pandemic also remains 
a problem. The American Trucking Asso- 
ciations said in October that the U.S. was 
short an estimated 80,000 drivers. 

And shipping remains delayed, impact- 
ing everything from imported foods to 
packaging that is printed overseas. 

Retailers and food producers have been 
adjusting to those realities since early 
2020, when panic buying at the start of the 
pandemic sent the industry into a tailspin. 

“All of the players in the supply chain 
ecosystem have gotten to a point where 
they have that playbook and they’re able to 
navigate that baseline level of challenges,” 
said Jessica Dankert, vice president of 
supply chain at the Retail Industry Lead- 
ers Association, a trade group. 

Generally, the system works. But Dankert 
says that bare shelves have been a phenom- 
enon over the last 20 months. It’s just that 
additional complications have stacked up 
on that baseline at the moment, she said. 


The omicron variant has taken a toll on 
food production lines. 

Sean Connolly, the president and CEO 
of Conagra Brands, which makes Birds Eye 
frozen vegetables, Slim Jim meat snacks 
and other products, told investors last 
week that supplies from the company’s 
US. plants will be constrained for at least 
the next month due to omicron-related 
absences. 

Worker illness is also impacting grocery 
stores. 

Stew Leonard Jr. is president and CEO of 
Stew Leonard’s, a supermarket chain that 
operates stores in Connecticut, New York 
and New Jersey. Last week, 8% of his work- 
ers — around 200 people — were either out 
sick or in quarantine. Usually, the level of 
absenteeism is 2%. 

Experts are divided on how long grocery 
shopping may feel like a scavenger hunt. 

Dankert thinks the country will soon 
settle back to more normal patterns, albeit 
with continuing supply chain headaches 
and labor shortages. 

But Freeman says omicron-related 
disruptions could expand as the variant 
grips the Midwest, where many big pack- 
aged food companies like Kellogg Co. and 
General Mills Inc. have operations. 


increase Fed board’s diversity 


challenging time in which the central bank 
will undertake the delicate task of raising 
its benchmark interest rate to try to curb 
high inflation, without undercutting the 
recovery from the pandemic recession. 
On Wednesday, the government reported 
that inflation reached a four-decade high 
in December. 

If approved, Biden’s picks would signifi- 
cantly increase the Fed’s diversity. Cook 
and Jefferson would be just the fourth and 
fifth Black governors in the Fed’s 108-year 
history. And for the first time, a majority of 
the board would consist of female appoin- 
tees. 

In late November, Biden also nominated 
Jerome Powell for asecond four-year term 
as Fed chair and chose Lael Brainard, a Fed 


board member, to be the vice chair. 

“This group will bring much needed 
expertise, judgment and leadership to 
the Federal Reserve while at the same 
time bringing a diversity of thought and 
perspective never seen before on the Board 
of Governors,” Biden said in a statement. 

Raskin’s nomination to the position of 
Fed vice chair for supervision — the nation’s 
top bank regulator — will be welcomed by 
progressive senators and advocacy groups, 
who see her as likely to take a tougher 
approach to bank regulation than Randal 
Quarles, a Trump appointee who stepped 
down last month. She is also viewed as 
someone committed to incorporating 
climate change considerations into the 
Fed’s oversight of banks. 


As omicron 
surges, ACA 
deadline is 
looming 


By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar 


Associated Press 


People looking for health insurance in 
the grip of the omicron surge have through 
Saturday to sign up for taxpayer-subsidized 
private coverage under the Obama-era 
Affordable Care Act. 

President Joe Biden’s administration 
is on track is to deliver robust enrollment 
numbers, but those gains could turn into a 
mirage if congressional Democrats remain 
stymied on Biden’s social agenda pack- 
age. Biden’s coronavirus relief bill has been 
providing generous subsidy increases that 
benefit new and returning customers. The 
juiced-up assistance will go away at the end 
of this year without further congressional 
action. 

“The determining factor in whether this 
is a lasting gain in enrollment is whether the 
subsidies are extended,” said Cynthia Cox, 
who follows health insurance trends at the 
nonpartisan Kaiser Family Foundation. 
“The biggest threat to enrollment would be 
if these subsidies expire.” Millions of people 
could see their monthly premiums double 
and deductibles would also shoot up. 

Health and Human Services Secretary 
Xavier Becerra said Thursday that about 
14.1 million people have enrolled or renewed 
coverage as of Jan. 8. That’s a gain of roughly 
2 million covered through HealthCare.gov 
and state-run insurance marketplaces. 

Two GOP-led states — Florida and Texas 
— are seeing particularly strong sign-ups. 

People who sign up by Saturday will have 
coverage effective Feb. 1. 

After Saturday, people still looking for 
coverage will need a reason, such as losing 
a job or a change in family circumstances, 
to qualify for a special enrollment period. 
Federal officials recommend that deadline 
day enrollees sign up by midnight local time. 


BUSINESS BRIEFING 
Panel subpoenas 
social media firms 


WASHINGTON — Months after request- 
ing documents from more than a dozen 
social platforms, the House committee 
investigating the 2021 Capitol insurrection 
has issued subpoenas targeting Twitter, 
Meta, Reddit and YouTube. 

Lawmakers said the companies’ initial 
responses were inadequate, having failed 
to turn over the necessary information and 
documents that would help answer ques- 
tions at the heart of their investigation. 

The committee chairman, Rep. Bennie 
Thompson, D-Miss., demanded records 
Thursday from the companies relating to 
their role in allegedly spreading misinforma- 
tion about the 2020 election and promoting 
domestic violent extremism on their plat- 
forms ahead of the insurrection. 


Hong Kong to 
ban transit flights 


HONG KONG — Hong Kong International 
Airport said it will ban transit passengers 
from 150 countries and territories starting 
Sunday, tightening stringent travel controls 
in an effort to stem the spread of the highly 
contagious omicron variant. 

Authorities also said Friday they will 
extend social distancing restrictions, includ- 
ing aban on dining in after 6 p.m., by another 
two weeks over the Lunar New Year holi- 
days to Feb. 3. Large-scale events, such as 
Lunar New Year fairs held annually in Hong 
Kong, will be canceled. 

Over the past two weeks, authorities have 
expanded restrictions, locked down multi- 
ple residential buildings across the city and 
mass-tested thousands as they sought to 
stamp out omicron infections. 
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The Biden administration said it will hold its first offshore wind auction next month, offering 
nearly 500,000 acres off the coast of New York and New Jersey. MICHAEL DWYER/AP 2016 


Interior slated to hold first 
offshore wind power auction 


By Matthew Daly 
and Mike Catalini 


Associated Press 


TRENTON, N.J. — The 
Biden administration has 
announced that it will 
hold its first offshore wind 
auction next month, offer- 
ing nearly 500,000 acres off 
the coast of New York and 
New Jersey for wind energy 
projects that could produce 
enough electricity to power 
nearly 2 million homes. 

Interior Secretary Deb 
Haaland said the Feb. 23 
auction in the New York 
Bight region will allow 
offshore wind developers 
to bid on six lease areas, 
the most ever offered in an 
auction for offshore wind 
energy projects. 

“Offshore wind 
opportunities like the 
New York Bight pres- 
ent a once-in-a-genera- 
tion opportunity to fight 
climate change and create 
good-paying, union jobs in 
the United States,” Haaland 
said Wednesday. 

The auction comes 
after the administra- 
tion announced a flurry 
of clean energy actions 
Wednesday, such as steps 
to speed up reviews of 


clean energy projects on 
public lands, including 
solar, onshore wind and 
geothermal energy. The 
Interior Department has 
approved 18 onshore proj- 
ects during Biden’s first 
year in office. The projects 
are set to deliver more than 
4 gigawatts of clean energy, 
powering more than 1 
million homes. 

President Joe Biden has 
set a goal to install 30 giga- 
watts of offshore wind 
power by 2030, gener- 
ating enough electric- 
ity to power more than 10 
million homes. The admin- 
istration has approved the 
nation’s first two commer- 
cial-scale offshore wind 
projects in federal waters: 
the 800-megawatt Vine- 
yard Wind project off the 
Massachusetts coast and 
the 130-megawatt South 
Fork wind farm near New 
York’s Long Island. 

Haaland has said the 
Interior Department hopes 
to conduct as many as 
seven offshore wind lease 
sales by 2025, including the 
New York Bight and sales 
offshore in the Carolinas 
and California later this 
year. 

Democratic Govs. Kathy 


Hochul of New York and 
Phil Murphy of New Jersey 
hailed the New York Bight 
lease sale, saying it would 
help their states chart an 
ambitious path toward 
a clean energy economy. 
The projects there could 
produce up to 7 gigawatts 
of electricity. 

The administration’s 
announcement rankled 
some commercial fish- 
ing groups, who have 
complained that wind proj- 
ects off the East Coast could 
interfere with efforts to 
catch seafood species such 
as scallops, clams and sea 
bass. Annie Hawkins, exec- 
utive director of Responsi- 
ble Offshore Development 
Alliance, a group represent- 
ing fishing associations and 
companies, said the Biden 
administration has been 
moving offshore wind proj- 
ects at a “staggering” pace, 
with insufficient environ- 
mental reviews or public 
comment. 

The Interior Depart- 
ment said it consulted with 
commercial fisheries and 
other stakeholders before 
moving forward with the 
lease sale, resulting ina 72% 
reduction in the size of the 
proposed lease area. 
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Norway’s eager embrace of 
EVs may dictate future of cars 


By Shira Ovide 
The New York Times 


Last year, Norway 
reached a milestone. Only 
about 8% of new cars sold 
in the country ran purely 
on conventional gasoline 
or diesel fuel. Two-thirds 
of new cars sold were elec- 
tric, and most of the rest 
were electric-and-gasoline 
hybrids. 

For years, Norway has 
been the world leader in 
shifting away from tradi- 
tional cars, thanks to 
government benefits that 
made electric vehicles far 
more affordable and offered 
extras like letting electric 
car owners skip some fees 
for parking and toll roads. 

Still, electric car enthu- 
siasts are stunned by the 
speed at which the inter- 
nal combustion engine has 
become an endangered 
species in Norway. 

“It has surprised most 
people how quickly things 
have changed,’ said Chris- 
tina Bu, the secretary-gen- 
eral of the Norwegian EV 
Association. 

In 2015, electric cars were 
about 20% of new car sales, 
and now they are “the new 
normal,” Bu said. 

Americans might view 
Norwegians as environ- 
mental die-hards who were 
eager to ditch gas cars. But 
Bu and other transportation 
experts said Norwegians 
started with much of the 
same electric-vehicle skep- 
ticism as Americans. 

That changed because of 
government policies that 
picked off the easier wins 
first and a growing number 
of appealing electric cars. 
Over time, that combina- 
tion helped more Norwe- 
gians believe electric cars 
were for them. 

Transportation is the 
largest source of U.S. green- 
house gas emissions, and 
climate scientists have said 
that moving away from 
combustion engine vehi- 
cles is essential to avoiding 





Two-thirds of new cars sold in Norway in 2021 were electric 
vehicles. Above, EVs parked on a street in Oslo, Norway. 
THOMAS HAUGERSVEEN FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES 2015 


the worst effects of awarm- 
ing planet. U.S. electric car 
sales are increasing fast, but, 
at about 3% of new passen- 
ger vehicles, percentages 
are far lower than those in 
most other rich countries. 

Bu said that Norway’s 
policies focused first on 
nudging people who were 
considering a new car to go 
electric. Norwegians who 
bought new electric cars 
didn’t have to pay the coun- 
try’s very high taxes on new 
vehicle sales. 

Bu also said that Norway 
didn’t become paralyzed by 
the reasonable objections to 
electric vehicles, including 
where to charge them. 

Not every country has a 
tax system well-suited to 
encourage electric vehicle 
purchases. (Gas taxes are 
also very high in Norway.) 
But Bu suggested that the 
U.S. impose higher taxes 
on the new car models that 
spew the most pollution and 
use that money to subsidize 
electric vehicle purchases. 
The U.S. federal govern- 
ment and many states 
already offer tax breaks on 
some electric cars. 

Subsidies aren’t enough 
on their own to boost 
electric vehicle owner- 
ship, although they did 
help create momentum 
in Norway. As more new 
electric cars hit the road, 
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it made it more palatable 
to build more places to 
charge them. Car compa- 
nies started to devote more 
of their marketing to elec- 
tric vehicles and released 
more models at a range of 
prices and features. That’s 
just starting to happen in 
the United States. 

These are no easy policy 
choices in Norway or 
anywhere else, said Anders 
Hartmann of Asplan Viak, 
a Norwegian planning and 
engineering consulting 
firm. 

Letting electric vehicle 
drivers skip parking or toll 
fees was manageable when 
few were on the roads, 
Hartmann said, but some 
local governments more 
recently said they were 
losing out on money they 
used to fund public trans- 
portation. Norway’s legis- 
lature has discussed scaling 
back the tax breaks for elec- 
tric vehicles, but it’s difficult 
because they are popular. 

Bu said the biggest 
change in Norway is that 
most people now believe 
that electric cars were for 
them. 

“What really surprised 
me was the shift of mental- 
ity,” she said, noting that 
her father was one of those 
people who said they would 
never buy an electric car. 
Now her parents own one. 
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Biden’s Jim Crow 
remarks are worst 
hyperbole to date 


By Gary Franks 


President Joe Biden’s claim that being 
against the Democrats’ version of voting 
rights in 2022 is equivalent to being for Jim 
Crow 2.0 gives hyperbole a bad name. 

In the nineteenth century, most south- 
ern states had a majority or near-majority 
Black population because 
of slavery. To prevent this 
majority from politically 
controlling those states 
— Mississippi actu- 
ally had two Black USS. 
senators and the nation 
had 20 Black U.S. House 
members, all Republi- 
cans — the white popu- 
lation, thanks to a highly 
questionable election 
in 1876, put an end to 
Reconstruction, which had helped Black 
people and resorted to Jim Crow practices, 
which Democrats had established. 

White Democrats installed a literacy 
test, a difficult hurdle as it was against the 
law for Blacks to read; a grandfather clause, 
which meant that unless your grandfather 
voted you could not (thus, a Black person 
had to be part white to vote); and a poll tax, 
since most Black slaves did not own prop- 
erty. Minus property, they were excluded 
from voting unless they inherited land (and 
were half-white). These exclusions were in 
place in many southern states. 

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 made it 
necessary in those southern states — which 
practiced overt discrimination to suppress 
if not eliminate the Black vote — for the 
federal government to review all election 
law practices and changes in the future. 

Due to the great progress in Black voting 
participation made over the decades, the U.S. 
Supreme Court felt it was no longer neces- 
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Shoddy journalism in AP 
‘hit piece’ on Babbitt 


I’ve been teaching newspaper literacy 
to my grade 10 students. We’ve covered 
headlines, bylines, hard news vs. features, 
editorials and op-eds. I’ve emphasized that 
ethical journalists ask sources the “five 
W’s” and never insert their own opinions. 
Much to my dismay, the Courant thumbed 
its nose at that ethical standard when it ran 
“A martyr? Babbitt’s past tells a complex 
story” [Page 2, Jan. 5]. The story was about 
Ashli Babbitt, an unarmed woman shot by 
police during the riotous invasion of our 
Capitol last January. This story interested 
me until I realized it was a one-source 
hit piece on a deceased person. I learned 
nothing about her family, her childhood, 
her military service, her career, her polit- 
ical views, or even the circumstances of 
her death. Instead, I learned only about a 
spurned-lover fight — which involved cars 
— between Babbitt and the lone source 
cited in the article. The reporter allowed 
the source, Celeste Norris, to trash on 
Babbitt for three-quarters of the story, only 
to note near the end: “A judge acquitted 
Babbitt of all the criminal charges.” 

Imagine if a newspaper ran a similar 
hit piece on an unarmed police shoot- 
ing victim such as George Floyd, Daunte 
Wright, Breonna Taylor or Philando 
Castile? Readers would be rightly horrified, 
as they should be with this unethical and 
poorly sourced AP story on Babbitt. 

For four years I have arranged for free 
e-editions of the Courant for my students 
through the Newspapers in Education 
program. I am beyond disappointed that 
the Courant no longer offers this. I had to 
go to the Boston Herald to arrange a daily 
e-edition for my students. The Herald 
did not run the Babbitt hit piece, so I am 
hoping that its judgment is better than the 
Courant’s. 

Lynn Leavenworth, Terryville 


Both sides can steer nation 
back to unified reality 


Thanks to The Courant for publishing 
op-ed pieces by George Will (Dec. 20, Jan. 
3) and Lynn Schmidt (Jan. 4). Mr. Will 
writes that logic, civility and historical 
accuracy are concepts that are needed in 
today’s culture. Ms. Schmidt affirms Mr. 
Will’s arguments in her profile of Rep. Liz 
Cheney. Lies and distortions come in many 
forms and from all directions. The 1619 
Project might be more subtle than Donald 
Trump’s election fraud lies but it’s no less 
dangerous to our understanding of our 
democracy and ourselves. The Progressive 
left is just as liable to engage in deception 
as the Populist right. 

It’s all made easier in the climate of 
social media. Liz Cheney, the writers and 
scholars quoted by George Will, and the 
state elections officials who, just doing 
their jobs, certified Joe Biden’s victory, 
deserve our praise and support for steering 
us back to a more unified reality and help- 
ing us defend our democracy. 

John Gallup, South Windsor 


sary to ensure such federal intervention. 

For starters, the voting rights bills being 
considered by Congress today are not 
technically an extension of the original 
1965 Voting Rights Act. They add to the 
Act. I think those who voted overwhelm- 
ingly for the Voting Rights Act in the past 
would be flabbergasted by the current 
proposals. 

For instance, advocates for today’s 
version of the Voting Rights Act are calling 
for a national voting holiday, provisions of 
water and food for voters waiting in line, 
and a way to have a substantial percentage 
of votes cast from voters’ living rooms via 
absentee mail-in ballots. 

And with technology available for voters 
to better identify themselves who would 
have thought that a government-issued 
photo ID would be deemed a vehicle for 
Black voter suppression? It makes one 
think something foul is happening if this 
modest provision is now considered a 
“threat” to democracy. 

Having a ballot application mailed to 
people’s homes even when not requested 
also leaves itself open to mischief. Amer- 
icans are highly mobile. For example, 
hundreds of thousands of ballot applica- 
tions in various states were returned to the 
Secretary of State as the postal service was 
not able to deliver them. Back in the day, 
these folks would be identified through 
canvassing, divided by party affiliation, and 
still somehow managed to vote. Without 
proper ID it wasn’t difficult. 

Why party affiliation? So that there 
would be no chance of a person voting 
twice which would alert officials. Iam sure 
these practices have been addressed and 
corrected. 

On gerrymandering of Congressional 
districts, I expressed my objection to racial 
gerrymandering to former President Bill 
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President Joe Biden speaks about the government’s COVID-19 response, in the South Court 
Auditorium in the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on the White House Campus in 
Washington on Thursday. ANDREW HARNIK/AP 


Clinton in a White House meeting with the 
Congressional Black Caucus. The CBC’s 
anger was immediate. They were in favor 
of racially gerrymandered districts. That 
same day, an emergency meeting was 
convened, and I was voted out of the CBC, 
at least temporarily. 

Worst yet, Congresswoman Cynthia 
McKinney’s father was arrested for attack- 
ing me on the stairs of a Savannah court- 
house following my testimony before a U.S. 
Appeals Court on this issue. 

Over time it was proven that my elec- 
tion to Congress was not an aberration 
— for white people would vote for a black 
person, duh! In fact, most of the growth 
of the CBC since my departure from 
Congress has come from Black members 
representing white congressional districts. 

Racial or partisan gerrymandering is 
equally wrong, and the courts are presently 
equipped to address each when contested. 

No one should have to wait an inordinate 
amount of time to cast a vote. With the days 
being extended, it becomes hard to imagine 


this being a problem, but it’s an easy fix on 
the local and state levels. Imagine a super- 
market. When the lines get long a new cash 
register is quickly opened. We can fix this 
without making it a federal issue. 

Thus, to abolish the Senate filibuster 
over the above-mentioned concerns seems 
like a solution waiting for a problem. 

Lastly, it should be noted, a higher 
percentage of Black people voted in the 
2012 election of former President Barack 
Obama than the percentage of eligible 
white voters as reported in the Washington 
Post. And voting records were strong in the 
2016 elections across the board. 

So, where is the problem? 


Gary Franks served three terms as U.S. rep- 
resentative for Connecticut’s 5th District. 
He was the first Black Republican elected 
to the House in nearly 60 years and New 
England’s first Black member of the House. 
Host: podcast “We Speak Frankly.” Author: 
“With God, For God, and For Country.” @ 
GaryFranks 


History will judge Senate Dems 
on voting rights, not Senate rules 


By E.J. Dionne Jr. 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — The rhetorical 
high points of President Joe Biden’s 


passionate speech on behalf of voting 


rights Tuesday were rooted in the 


memories and achievements of the civil 


rights movement. But one of its most 


important passages was a flat, matter-of- 


fact recounting of history. 
“In 2006,” Biden said, “the Voting 


have to use their muscle only because 


Republicans have abandoned what was, 


for more than four decades, a cross- 
party commitment to national stan- 
dards to guarantee the right to vote. 
Democrats have no choice but to do it 
alone. 

“State legislatures can pass anti-vot- 
ing laws with simple majorities,” Biden 
said. “If they can do that, then the 
United States Senate should be able to 
protect voting rights by a simple major- 


Rights Act passed 390 to 33 inthe House __ ity.” 


of Representatives and 98 to zero in 


the Senate with votes from 16 current, 
sitting Republicans in this United States 
Senate. Sixteen of them voted to extend 


it 9 


In today’s Senate, only one Republi- 
can, Lisa Murkowski of Alaska, voted 
to permit consideration of arenewed 
voting rights act, and none — not even 
Murkowski — voted to take up the Free- 


dom to Vote Act, designed to create 
federal voting standards that would 
undo voter suppression and election 


subversion efforts being enacted in many 


GOP-led states. 


Thus this crisis point that has brought 
Biden, the proud “institutionalist,” at 
long last to offer an unequivocal endorse- 
ment of changing the Senate’s filibuster 
rules to allow the democracy bills to pass 


with only Democratic votes. 
Senate Majority Leader Charles 


Schumer, D-NY., struck a blow of his 
own against Republican obstruction 

on Wednesday by announcing plans 

to use an often-overlooked rule that 
will allow the Senate to open debate on 
voting rights without a supermajority. 
Closing debate would, absent reform of 
the filibuster, still require 10 Republi- 


can votes. 


In the coming days, let’s not hear talk 
of Biden and his party trying to “muscle 
through” democracy bills along parti- 


san lines. As Biden made clear, they 


This has been obvious since early last 
year, which made another of Biden’s 
lines unintentionally revealing. 

“I’m tired of being quiet!” he said 
— to laughter and applause — of his 
earlier reticence in the voting rights 
battle. 

Many of his allies were tired of his 
restraint too. Their frustration led 
some voting rights leaders to boycott 
his Atlanta speech. Biden should have 
engaged far earlier and more robustly. 
As it was, the New York Times reported 
in July, administration aides aroused 
the fury of many Biden allies when they 


nize voter suppression.” 


the NAACP Legal Defense and Educa- 
tional Fund, shot back: “We cannot liti- 
gate our way out of this, and we cannot 
organize our way out of this.” 

Biden has finally reached the same 
conclusion. His recent speeches on 
behalf of democracy, on Jan. 6 and on 
Tuesday, are among the most forceful of 
his presidency. 

And Biden’s message to Demo- 
cratic Sens. Joe Manchin ITI, WVa., and 
Kyrsten Sinema, Ariz., was unmistak- 
able. Both have defended the filibuster 


This is, to be charitable, a questionable 
reading of the filibuster’s history. At this 
moment, protecting the filibuster from 
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claimed that it was possible to “out-orga- 


At the time, Sherrilyn Ifill, president of 


as a way of promoting bipartisan accord. 


any change is the same as supporting the 
sabotage of democracy that’s happening 
in GOP-led states. 

This really is the “yes or no” question 
Biden framed. “Do you want to be on the 
side of Dr. King or George Wallace?” he 
asked Tuesday. “Do you want to be on 
the side of John Lewis or Bull Connor? 
Do you want to be on the side of Abra- 
ham Lincoln or Jefferson Davis?” 

This was, as Biden likes to say, not 
hyperbole. Vice President Kamala 
Harris was right to point out in Atlanta 
that odious practices come to be seen 
as “normal” if they are allowed to stand. 
Jim Crow seemed “normal” for along 
time. 

The test of the president’s persuasive 
powers will be whether his interven- 
tion bolsters the efforts of moder- 
ate Democratic senators — including 
Tim Kaine of Virginia, Jon Tester of 
Montana, Amy Klobuchar of Minnesota 
and Angus King, an independent from 
Maine who caucuses with Democrats — 
to persuade Manchin and Sinema that 
propping up the filibuster in its current 
form misreads the historical cireum- 
stance. 

By moving the democracy bills to the 
Senate floor, Schumer dramatizes the 
stakes for the two holdouts. It’s one thing 
to talk about rules in the abstract. It’s 
quite another to kill a bill guaranteeing 
the right to vote. 

Biden is all in now. The president 
attended Thursday’s Senate Democratic 
Caucus lunch to make his case person- 
ally. 

The old Senate warhorse told his 
former colleagues that so much of what 
he once believed about Republicans, 
about his beloved Senate and about its 
traditions no longer meets the moment. 
Democracy matters more. 


E.J. Dionne Jr. writes about politics 
for The Washington Post. 
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MANCHESTER 10 ESSEX STREET 
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4 JEEP GY TIRES/RIMS Fortera HL 
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BLUESTONE! BLUESTONE!! 
BLUESTONE!!! 
Steps - Sidewalks Patios 
We also repair existing steps / 
sidewalks / patios 
860-633-6612 





FIREWOOD 2 cords $390 includes 
delivery, 1 cord, call for pricing 860- 
228-2003 

ICE CREAM CHAIRS _— white, 
50’s 20.00ea 860-993-7061 
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SHEDS BUILT ON SITE 

built on site, rough Sawn lum- 

ber, well built, full size lumber, shed 

base included. Call for pricing: 860- 

228-2003 ctshedsbuiltonsite.com 

SNOWBLOWER Ariens Model 724 w 
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AKC GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPPIES 
Purebred Akc Registered, hip&health 
guar. blk/red,blk/tan,sable 
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CAVACHON PUPPIES Male $1400, 
Female $1600, 860-942-2651 








FRENCH BULLDOG PUPPIES 10 wk 
french bulldog puppies. First shots 
and vet check. Parents on premise. 
$3,500 ea. 413-478-0763 


HAVANESE 


Beautiful puppies for sale 1500 First 
shots and vet checked Papers with 
lineage 860-9 74--8 702 














MINI GOLDENDOODLE puppies! 
3 males/6 females. Stunningly 
beautiful colors! Hypoallergenic. 
Minimal shedding. Will be approx 
25-30 pounds full grown. Family 
raised and loved. Fun loving! Loves 
People! Sure to win your heart! First 
shots, vet exams, microchipped, 2 
year health guarantee. Ready to go 
January 26. $2,900 Hoosick Falls, 
NY 802-282-2232 call/text 








PUPPIES Poodle Mix, Hypoallergenic, 
M/F, $1000 860-680-2955 


YOUR PERFECT 


JOB 


IS WAITING 





STONE WALLS Walkways, natural 
stone. We can break stone into usable 
wall stone. Pavers, blue stone, patio, 
fire pits. 

Call 860-633-6612 


STOOLS 2 high back swivel stools, 
$45 each, 8606674026 


SUMP PUMP = True Value 1/3 HP 
sump pump, $85, 8606674026 


TIRES 2 tires size 225/75 R16, $65 
set, 86066 74026 


TREE WORK Take down, yard expans- 
ion, brush clearing & saw mill service. 
Free written estimates & reasonable 
rates. 860-228-2003 


TRUCK BOX Truck Box for small truck, 
$65, 8606674026 


WANTED JAZZ & ROCK RECORDS by 
collector Mike 860-573-8678 











Wanted To Buy 





1 BUY VINTAGE ELECTRONICS 
OLD TOYS, MILITARY JEWELRY, 
ADVERTISING WATCHES, MUSCIAL 
INSTRUMENTS, CAMERAS, 
WATCHES, SIGNS, ART, SPORTS 
MEMORABILIA, OLD STUFF 
ANTIQUES, GUITARS, AMPS, TUBE 
HI-Fl, RECEIVERS, AUDIO EQ, 
RADIOS, HAM, CB, SAXOPHONES & 
MANY OTHER OLD ITEMS! 

CALL 860-707-9350 





ALWAYS BUYING MACHINIST 

TOOLBOXES Tools & tooling, conte- 
nts of machine shops, home worksho- 
ps & small lathes Call 860-985-5760 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


Hartford 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
SUPERIOR COURT 
JUVENILE MATTERS 


ORDER OF NOTICE 


Dayna Lomnicky, mother of child born on 
7/30/18 

of parts unknown. 

A petition has been filed seeking: 
Termination of parental rights of the above 
named child(ren). 

The petition, whereby the court’s decision 
can affect your parental rights, if any, 
regarding minor child(ren) will be 

heard on: 2/4/22 at 12:15pm at SCJM 25 
School Street, Rockville, CT OGO66 
Therefore, ORDERED, that notice of the 
hearing of this petition be given by publishing 
this Order of Notice once, immediately upon 
receipt, in the Hartford Courant, a newspaper 
having a circulation in the town/city of 
Hartford, CT 


Right to Counsel: Upon proof of inability to 
pay for a lawyer, the court will make sure an 
attorney is provided to you by the Chief Public 
Defender. Request for an attorney should be 
made immediately in person, by mail, or by 
fax at the court office where your hearing is 
to be held. 

1/15/22 7128264 










ANTIQUES & OLD STUFF WANTED 


Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Toys, Games, 
Silver Plated Items, Costume Jewelry, 
Pottery, Typewriters, Sewing Machines, 
Clocks, Tools, Xmas, Lanterns, Oil 
Lamps, Glassware, Knives, Hunting, 
Fishing, Books. 860-8 74-8396 





BUYING PRE1980 Toys, Model Kits, 
Comic Bks, Baseball Card Posters & 
Cards, Pennants, Political, Postcards, 
Beer, Bar, Soda, Oil & Gas Station 
Cans&Signs, License Plates, Jewelry, 
Masonic & Fraternal Items, Zippos, | 
check Bsmnt/ Attic. 860-81 7-4350 









\ 


re: LS nl | 
PINBALL MACHINES - CASH PAID 
We are looking to buy pinball 


machines in any condition and will do 
all moving. Call today! 860 986 4055 


Auto & SUV's 


HONDA ACCORD 2014 - $16,500 
35,000 miles. Garaged.1 owner. No 
accid. New tires. 860-742-8363 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
SUPERIOR COURT 
JUVENILE MATTERS 


ORDER OF NOTICE 


Notice To: Joshua Skidgel, father of child 
born to Dayna L. on 7/30/18 of parts 
unknown. 

A petition has been filed seeking: 
Termination of parental rights of the above 
named child(ren). 

The petition, whereby the court’s decision 
can affect your parental rights, if any, 
regarding minor child(ren) will be 

heard on: 2/4/22 at 12:15pm at SCJM 25 
School Street, Rockville, CT OGO66 
Therefore, ORDERED, that notice of the 
hearing of this petition be given by publishing 
this Order of Notice once, immediately upon 
receipt, in the Hartford Courant, a newspaper 
having a circulation in the town/city of 
Hartford, CT 

/s/ Hon. Dawne Westbrook 

/s/ Katrina Fletcher 

Date: 1/11/22 


Right to Counsel: Upon proof of inability to 
pay for a lawyer, the court will make sure an 
attorney is provided to you by the Chief Public 
Defender. Request for an attorney should be 
made immediately in person, by mail, or by 
fax at the court office where your hearing is 
to be held. 

1/15/2022 7127921 











Extend your reach. 
Access customized technology. 
Simplify your search. 


Antiques/ 
Classics 


PORSCHE 914 1974 - $2200 Solid 
Rolling Chassis Call No Txt 860- 
209-6629 


Auto | Truck Wanted 


CASH PAID - for any Toyota, other 
makes. Any condition. Running or 
not, crashed okay. Will take other 
makes and models. 203-600-4431 





EVE 
GOT YOUR 


TICKET! 


Concerts 
Broadway 
Sports and more! 





Connecticut 


TOWN OF FARMINGTON, CT 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT RENTALS 
AND 
ON CALL CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 


The Town of Farmington is seeking propos- 
als for the purpose of establishing a list of 
vendors that the Town can contact when it 
needs to rent construction equipment or hire 
a construction crew in order to complete 
routine projects and for emergencies should 
the need occur. The list of equipment shall 
include but is not limited to loaders, excava- 
tors, dozers, combination loaders/backhoes, 
tri-axles, off-road trucks, tractors, graders, 
rollers, pumps, chippers, trench boxes, 
compactors, and _ pickups. Construction 
Services shall include small paving projects, 
catch basin replacement, and storm drainage 
and sanitary pipe replacement. 


In order to be included on the construction 
equipment rental list, quotes must be 
returned in a sealed envelope to the Town 
of Farmington Finance Office, One Monteith 
Drive, Farmington, Connecticut O6032, by 
11:30 a.m. on February 1, 2022. 


Faxed and e-mailed quotes will not be 
accepted. 
1/15/2022 7127659 





courant.com/jobs 


YOUR PERFECT 


IS WAITING 


Stop wasting time searching for talent. 
Find the right talent with tribune publishing 
recruitment services. 





courant.com/jobs 


tribune publishing 


recruitment services 








tribune publishing 


recruitment services 
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SELL. 


ON THE t= 


OSMARKET 





Mansfield CT Minority Opportunity — Silktown 
Roofing is currently soliciting SBE/MBE/ 
DBE subcontractors for Public Notice; 
Mansfield CT-UConn Von Der Mehden Roof 
Replacement. Trades; Portable Restrooms. 
Material Supply; Flatstock Metal, Lumber. 
Our bid submits on Monday, January 17, 
2022. If additional time is needed for your 
submission please call our estimating 
department. Interested parties are asked 
to contact us at subcontracting@silktown- 
roofing.com. An Affirmative Action/Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 

1/15/2022 7129207 








Get Comfy. 


Every Friday. 








Car Reviews 
Saturdays in 
MOTORING 
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OBITUARIES BY TOWN 





Andover Plainville 
Normand St. Laurent Lawrence M. Stack 
Bloomfield Rocky Hill 
Robert M. Fechtor Lane Albanese 
East Hartford Southington 
Steven M. Dion Thomas B. Smith 
Ellington Tolland 
Betty J. Lukens Jane Sutcliffe 
Hartford Vernon 
David P. Custer Betty J. Lukens 
Stanley J. Gladysz West Hartford 


Lane Albanese 

Robert M. Fechtor 
Wethersfield 

Elaine K. Lupushansky 

William H Smyers, Jr. 
Windsor Locks 


Manchester 
David P. Custer 
Stanley J. Gladysz 
Mohammed O. Hoque 
Kristine Sears 
Normand St. Laurent 


New Britain Clifford A. Degen 
Steven M. Dion OUT OF STATE 
Newington Kristine Sears 


Lawrence M. Stack Punta Gorda, FL 
Other Towns in CT 

Carol Bush 

Richard Marshall 


Jane Sutcliffe 


* Denotes name listing only. 


Please note: not all death notices are in alphabetical order. 


OBITUARIES 


Hoque, Mohammed Osiqul 

; | Mohammed Osiqul Hoque, 
son of the late Kazi Abdul 

Gafur and Tahera Begum 
passed away on the evening 

of January 13, 2022 in his 

home in Manchester, CT sur- 

rounded by his wife, children, 
grandchildren, and great 
grandchildren. He was born 

on December, 1934 in Sylhet, 

Bangladesh and lived a beau- 

tiful life. He was Known as 


“Abba” by his two beloved daughters and “Apuli” by his 
three grandchildren. 


He was an avid reader, life long learner, and true aca- 
demic. He left his home in Sylhet to attend college in 
Dhaka and earned his Masters in Plant Pathology from 
the American University of Beirut, Lebanon in 1976. 
He spoke most fondly of his days in Lebanon, often 
Sharing stories with great appreciation for it’s people 
and culture. 


He was a wonderful husband, encouraging father, and 
incredibly supportive grandfather. He was a champion 
of human rights, especially women’s rights and _ in- 
Stilled these values in his children and grand children. 
He also loved to share his appreciation for community, 
history, music, and culture with his family and eagerly 
listened to stories of his grand daughters travels. He 
never missed a beat when it came to his grandchildren 
- he wanted to know every detail about their friends, 
school, and careers. AS a husband and father, he was 
open minded and empowering. For every obstacle or 
challenge, he had a simple and just solution. He will be 
remembered for his wisdom, humility, and for always 
seeing the glass half full. His could be found either 
laughing with his friends and family or reading his 
beloved books. He was strong in his faith but also a 
firm believer in religious freedom. 


He is survived by his loving wife, Jahanara Hoque, 
daughter Bablee and husband Sadeque, daughter Lima, 
grandchildren Tasneem (Boro Apu), Nabihah (Choto 
Apu), and Salekeen (Yamin), great grandchildren Arman 
and Zara, and sister Geda. He is predeceased by his 
three brothers, three sisters, and his beloved brothers 
and sister-in- laws. 


His janazah will be held after Jummah prayer on Friday, 
January 14 at Baytul Mamur Mosque at 56 Cottage 
Street, Manchester, CT 06040. His burial will follow 
at AMC Muslim Cemetary at 460 Hillstown Road, 
Manchester, CT 06040. Please keep him in your prayers. 
Inna lillahi wa inna ilaihi rajiun (We belong to Allah and 
to Him shall we return) 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 





Stack, Lawrence M. 


Bee wi 









» Lawrence Manley Stack, of 
ie Grayson, Georgia, passed 
See away on Thursday, January 6, 
oe 2022, in his home surrounded 
, by some of the many people 
#& who loved him. He was the 
" much-loved son of the late 
Doris Manley Stack and John 
Matthew Stack of Utica, New 
York and Newington, 
Connecticut. Lawrence, Larry, 
was the beloved husband of 
the late Rosemary Maiscalco Stack for 42 years, many 
of those years residing in Plainville, CT. 
He was born in Utica, N.Y. on June 18, 1941. He liked to 
say that he had the same birthday as Paul McCartney, 
only McCartney was a year younger. Larry was a favor- 
ite son of Utica, he loved all things linked to the city, 
from black and white cookies, tomato pie, F.X. Matt's 
Brewery to the Uptown and UFA. 
Larry's fondest memories were linked to the 1950's, an 
era punctuated by cars, Elvis and the greats of the N.Y. 
Yankees. His love of these aspects of his youth was 
life-long. It ultimately was culminated by owning and 
showing his 1987 red Corvette, visiting Graceland and 
attending N.Y. Yankees Spring Training with his sisters. 
Larry attended school in Utica but graduated in 1960 
from Newington High School. In high school he started 
to work part-time for the produce department of Stop 
and Shop in New Britain, CT and would continue with 
Stop and Shop as a produce manager for various stores 
throughout central Connecticut for the next 43 years, 
retiring in 2003. He was a member of the United Food 
& Commercial Workers Union Local 919. 
Larry was a veteran of the U.S. Army Reserve during the 
Vietnam Era, serving in the Signal Corps. He obtained 
the rank of Sargent. 
Larry was a kind, loving, humorous, father, grandfather, 
husband, brother, uncle, cousin and friend. He leaves 
to celebrate his life his daughters, Tammy Lee, hus- 
band Ted and their children Gabrielle and Zoe. Heather 
lacobucci, husband Jeff and their children Jeffrey, 
Abigail and Grace. His sisters Martha Beaudoin, hus- 
band Robert, Jacqueline Stack, husband, Mark Riggio. 
His brother-in-law, Anthony Maiscalco and wife Susan. 
A very special cousin Patricia McDermott as well as 
friends loved as family, Albert and Linda Valeri. He was 
predeceased by his sister Anne Kunda and her husband 
Henry. 
Larry's motto in life was "go with the flow." 
a lesson there. 
In lieu of flowers donations would be welcomed at 
the Plainville Community Food Pantry Inc. 54 S. Canal 
Street. Plainville, CT 06062 
A Mass of Christian Burial in celebration of Larry's 
life will be held on Friday, January 21, 2022, at 11:00 
a.m. at Our Lady of Mercy Church. Committal services 
will follow at St. Mary Cemetery, New Britain. Family 
and friends may gather prior to the Mass on Friday, 
from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at Plainville Funeral 
Home, 81 Broad St, Plainville. For online expressions 
of sympathy, please visit Larry's tribute page at www. 
PlainvilleFuneralHome.com 


There is 





PLAINVILLE 


UNERAL HOM 
Please sign mpestnonr at su anieonionianes 





Ve the obituary section on courant.com 


fo share memories of loved ones. 


OBITUARIES 


Custer, David P. 


David P. Custer, age 83, be- 
loved husband of Dorothy 
(Prior) Custer, passed away 
on Monday, January 10, 2022 
at St. Francis Hospital in 
Hartford. 
Born in Hartford on January 
17, 1938, he was the son of 
the late Herbert F. Custer Sr. 
and Claire McFetridge Custer 
and was a longtime resident 
of Manchester. 
David joined the United States Marine Corps after 
high school and had a long career working at Pratt & 
Whitney in East Hartford. After retiring from Pratt and 
Whitney, Dave worked at Fast-Go automotive service 
center on Main Street in Manchester for many years. 
He made many friends while helping run the business 
there. He was a member of Friendship Tuscan Lodge 
#145 of Freemasons and had been a longtime member 
of the Stafford Fish and Game Club. 
Dave was an avid outdoorsman and enjoyed both 
hunting and fishing. He ran his father’s charter fish- 
ing boats out of New London as a teenager and later 
owned a series of boats kept in Stonington. For the last 
20 years Dave could be found at Mystic Shipyard East 
aboard his boat, SeaHawk 2. He spent countless hours 
with his friends at the marina, offering wit and wisdom 
and the occasional fish tale. He leaves his dear friends 
and fishing buddies; Rick Jones, Bev and Paul Lemek 
and their families who he adored. When he wasn't fish- 
ing, boating or reading about fishing and boating, Dave 
cheered for the Uconn Women's basketball team and 
the Boston Red Sox. 
He is survived by his two sons, Scott Custer and his wife 
Shanna of Vernon, and Joel Custer and his wife Jennifer 
of Hebron; his brother Herbert Custer Jr. of Martha’s 
Vineyard, and his sister Melinda Oehmsen of Tolland; 
and four grandsons, Dylan, James, Aiden and Jackson. 
He also leaves many nieces and nephews, including his 
Martha's Vineyard fishing guide and striped bass derby 
connection, John Custer. Dave was predeceased by his 
sister Barbara Ermisch. 
Calling hours will be held on Monday, January 17, 2022 
at Holmes Watkins Funeral Home, 400 Main Street 
Manchester, CT 06489 from 3 to 5 p.m. Burial will be 
private. 
The family would like to thank the amazing nurses at 
St. Francis Hospital on the 10th floor, Step-down Unit, 
and the Cardiac ICU for the care and compassion given 
to Dave over the past 2 weeks. 
Donations in Dave's memory may be made to ocean- 
conservancy.org 
Please Visit Holmeswatkins.com to share a memory 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Degen, Clifford A. 


Clifford A. Degen, of Windsor Locks, CT died 
on January 12th, 2022, at St. Francis 
Hospital. Clifford left this world to be re- 
united with his beloved wife of Sixty-three 
years Mary (Morgan) Degen and their faithful compan- 
ion Patches. Cliff dedicated his entire life to helping 
others first as a Police Officer and Detective with the 
Hartford Police Department and then as the Chief of 
the Fraud's Division for the State of Connecticut 
Department of Consumer Protection. He was a con- 
Summate professional and took great pride in his in- 
vestigative abilities. He was a fiercely loyal and honor- 
able man who instilled these values in all of his chil- 
dren. He had an overwhelming sense of right and wrong 
and could be pig headed and stubborn in getting you to 
see things his way. During their retirement years, Cliff 
and Mary enjoyed camping in the Adirondacks, specifi- 
cally at Lake George, and the UCONN Women's 
Basketball team. Cliff is survived by his daughter Lynn 
Issa her husband Robert of Somers and their children 
Jonathan (Alicia) and Gregory (Jordyn), his son Steven 
Degen, his wife Linda of Windsor Locks and their chil- 
dren Heather (Jason), Michael (Michelle) and Tracy 
(Matthew), his son Richard Degen, his wife Teri of 
Windsor Locks and their children Brett (Anna) and 
Shannon (Stephanie) and his son John Degen and his 
wife Leslie of Enfield. Cliff also leaves three great 
grandchildren Charlotte, Reagan and Jillian and several 
grand dogs and cats. Cliff was predeceased by his 
parents William and Mildred (Cole) Degen, his brother 
Robert (Maria) Degen and George (Shirley) Degen 
Memorial donation may be made in Cliff's name to ei- 
ther the Alzheimer’s Society or the National Law 
Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund. Relatives and 
friends may join the family on Monday, January 17, 
2022 from 5 - 7 pm at Windsor Locks Funeral Home, 441 
Spring St, Windsor Locks. A Mass of Christian Burial 
will take place on Tuesday, January 18, 2022 at 1:00 pm 
at Mary, Gate of Heaven - St. Mary Church, 42 Spring St, 
Windsor Locks. (Please meet at church). Burial will be 
held privately at the convenience of the family. For 
online condolences please visit Leetestevens.com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


ca i Stanley James 


Stanley James Gladysz (71), 
of Manchester, loving hus- 
band of Doretta (O'Hara) 
Gladysz for 34 years, died 
unexpectedly Sunday, January 
9, 2022, at Hartford Hospital. 
Stanley was born May 29, 
1950 in Hartford, Son of the 
late James Gladysz and 
Pauline (Sikora) Gladysz, he 
lived in Manchester CT all his 
life, and graduated from 
Howell Cheney Tech in the late sixties. He worked at 
Pratt and Whitney Aircraft in East Hartford as a Tool 
and Die Maker for many years. Stanley also held a 
Supervisor position at Empire Tool in Manchester CT, 
for several more years. Most recently, Stanley worked 
as a Collection Carrier for the US Postal Service in 
Cromwell and Enfield until his retirement. 
Stanley met his wife Doretta, in 1979. They met at 
St. Bridget Church, where she was the contemporary 
music group's leader at two masses, she invited him 
to join the group as a singer and tech person. Soon 
they became best friends. In addition to having a great 
voice, his quick wit and beautiful sense of humor made 


him a joy to be with. He also had a kind heart, and was 
always pitching in to help others. Stanley and Doretta 
were married July 10, 1987 in St. James Church, united 
in matrimony by Father Emilio Padelli. 

Stanley joined the Manchester Fire Department as soon 
as he was old enough to volunteer, working as a fire- 


fighter, fire-truck driver, and fire-policeman. He was 
Still connected as an honorary member during retire- 
ment. The firemen and women were part of the family 
to him; working with them affected his life in many 
great ways. Through them he was able to help serve 
the community and make a difference in people's lives. 
Stan was also a member of the Knights of Columbus, 
where he served as Grand Knight for two terms. The 
Knights are another group with a focus on helping the 
community, which was what Stan always tried to do. 
Stanley is predeceased by his sister Barbara (Gladysz) 
Wrobelski and her husband Raymond, formerly of 
Bolton. Stan's oldest sister, Virginia (Gladysz) Martel 
of California, passed away January 10, 2022, one day 
after Stanley. 
There will be calling hours held at Holmes Watkins 
Funeral Home Monday January 17, 2022 at 9AM, with a 
Mass of Christin Burial 11AM at St. Rose 33 Church St. 
East Hartford, With burial to follow at St. Edwards 27 
Church St. Stafford Springs. 
Please Visit Holmeswatkins.com to share a memory. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 





Lukens, Betty Jean(Woodstock) 


Betty Jean (Woodstock) 
Lukens, 63, of Ellington, a lov- 
ing and devoted mother and 
grandmother, passed away in 
the presence of loved ones on 
Friday, January 7, 2022 at 
Manchester Memorial 
Hospital. Born in Windsor 
Locks, she is the daughter of 
the late Burr Kenneth 
Woodstock and Gloria Louise 
(Papineau) Woodstock of 
Windsor Locks. Betty had a passion for adventure and 
traveling. Her adventurous side took her scuba diving, 
Swimming with tigers and skydiving to name a few. She 
enjoyed many vacations with her family and especially 
looked forward to her sister's vacation every year with 
her beloved sisters Joanne Goralski and Diane Hackett. 
One of her many accomplishments was becoming the 
owner of Fancy Feet Pet Grooming in Vernon. She put 
her heart and soul into the business over the past 20 
years. She will be remembered by her many devoted 
customers and their pets. But mostly, family was 
Betty's greatest passion and she loved being a grandma 
most of all. Betty is survived by her beloved significant 
other, Daniel S and her beloved children, Kristen 
Geisinger and her husband Curtis of Vernon, and Brie 
Zimmermann of Glastonbury: five grandchildren, Katie, 
Morgan, Oliver, Marley and James and her beloved dog 
Brooklyn. Memorial donations in Betty's memory may 
be made to an animal charity of the donor’s choice. 
Funeral services and burial are private. For online 
condolences and gust book, please visit www.carmon- 
funeralhome.com 


iw CARMON 


Community Funeral Homes 








Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Lupushansky, Elaine K. 


Elaine K. Lupushansky, 91, of 
Wethersfield, CT, beloved 
wife of the late Major Chester 
M. Lupushansky passed away 
peacefully on Saturday, 
January 8, 2022. Born on April 
27, 1930, in Tariffville to the 
late Emma Krailing. Elaine 
had an adventurous spirit 
and moved to Virginia where 
She met the love of her life 
and proudly became a mili- 
tary spouse. She traveled throughout the country with 
her husband and settled in Wethersfield to be close to 
family 50 years ago. Elaine retired from the iconic G. 
Fox & Company after a long, successful career selling 
the latest and finest stereo equipment and televisions. 
She had a passion for dogs, particularly her poodles 
(Café, Angus, Cricket and Nikki) and loved spending 
quality time with her family, especially the children. 
Elaine was a fun-loving, kind-hearted, fashion forward 
woman loved by all and will be missed dearly! Elaine is 
Survived by her niece Brenda Pikul and her husband 
Bernard of Danbury; her nephew Karl Dimberg and his 
wife Barbara of Colchester; her niece Lynn Dimberg of 
Virginia; her niece Pamela Pelczar of Old Saybrook; her 
niece Nancy Pelczar of Granby; and her great nieces 
and nephews: Bernard Pikul Jr, Dawn Pikul O'Rourke, 
Nicole Pikul Brodeur, Steven Pelczar, Kevin Pelczar, 
Edward Pelczar, Jr., Kristen Dimberg, Lauren Dimberg, 
Allison Dimberg. Elaine is predeceased by her brother 
Isador Zarnowski, her sisters Florence Pelczar and 
Edna Dimberg; her nephews Stanley Pelczar and 
Edward Pelczar. Due to COVID, the family will be hav- 
ing a private Celebration of Life at Rose Hill Funeral 
Home in Rocky Hill, CT. Please share online expres- 
sions of sympathy, memories, or photo tributes at 
www.rosehillfuneralhomes.com. Elaine will be buried 
alongside her beloved husband in Arlington National 
Cemetery in Arlington Virginia. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Sey Ors Jr., William H 


William H. Smyers Jr., of 
Wethersfield died on January 
12, 2022 at home with his 
wife and a daughter by his 
side. He was born on Jan. 13, 
1930 in Pittsburgh, PA, the 
son of William Sr. and Harriet 
Arthur Smyers. He grew up in 
Westfield, NJ, received his 
mechanical engineering de- 
gree from Yale University in 
pres 1951, and then went to work 
in sievciand in the Icing Research Division of the Lewis 
Flight Propulsion Laboratory at NACA (the forerunner 
of NASA). He met Mary Anne Schenk, a Math Analyst, 
there, and studied at night to receive a Master's Degree 
in Aeronautical Engineering from Case Institute of 
Technology. Bill and Mary Anne were married in 1954, 
and Bill's engineering career took them to Corry, PA; 
Dayton, OH; and in 1966, to Wethersfield, CT where he 
was Chief Research Engineer for New Britain Machine 
Co. He is an inventor on 12 patents and worked for the 
local civil engineering firm of Close, Jensen & Miller 
from 1974 to 2000. He helped mentor science projects 
for local high school students and served on the Flood 
and Erosion Committee for the Town of Wethersfield. 
He will be remembered for his cheerful and gentle 
disposition, his willingness to help anyone who asked, 
and his ability to fix anything mechanical, often with 
repurposed parts. 
He was predeceased by sisters Flora Smyers Lathrop 
and Ann Livingston and a grandson Patrick Smyers. He 
is survived by his wife Mary Anne and his seven children: 
Lynn Eusden (Alan), Donna Smyers (Eric Ryea), Greg 
Smyers (Jocelyn), Karen Smyers (Michael King), Mary 
Kaufman (Seth), Rick Smyers (Lydia), Laura Lane (Mike), 
and Debbie Lathrop Lechner, a niece who became part 
of the family. He is also survived by his sister Margaret 
Wolf of Carlisle, PA. He leaves 12 grandchildren: Will 
(Olivia), Caitlin, and Greg Eusden, Ben Smyers, Jenna 
and Casey King, Sam and Anna Kaufman, Brewster and 
Whitman Smyers, and Sara and Alex Lane and 2 great- 
grandchildren: Teddy and Sophie Eusden. 


In accordance with his wishes, services will be private 
and at the convenience of the family; though he liked 
to think that on some pleasant occasion in the future, 
someone might raise a glass and toast, “Bill would 
have enjoyed this”. In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made to The Equal Justice Initiative, Connecticut 
Foodshare, or an environmental group of your choice. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 





Sears, Kristine (Keeney) 


Kristine Sears (Keeney), 66, formerly of Manchester, CT, 
daughter of the late Gordon and Helen (Conn) Keeney, 
died November 18, 2021. A Memorial service will be 
held on Saturday, January 29, at 11:00 A.M. at St. 


Mary's Episcopal Church, 41 Park Street, Manchester. 
Family will receive friends at the church before the 
service at 10:00 A.M. To read the full obituary, visit: 
https://www.johnsontaylorfuneral.com/obituaries/ 
Kristine-Sears?0bId=23634506#/obituaryinfo. 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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Albanese, Lane 


Lane Albanese (formally Nancy Lane) of Rocky Hill, CT, age, 78, was born in New York City 
and lived in Brooklyn until age 7 when she and her family moved to Great Neck, NY. She 
attended Syracuse University and then Adelphi College where she was set up on a blind 
date with her future husband. Married at age 19, Lane has three wonderful children; David 
Lane, who resides in Australia with his wife, Susan and their children, Sam and Max; 
Kenneth Lane who resides in Scarsdale, NY with his wife, Alyson and their children, Alex, 
Joey and Amelia; and Debbie Castleman who resides in Florida with her husband, Michael 
and their children, Jordan and Lauren. 


During her life, Lane had her own cookie company in Provincetown, a pie company oper- 
ated out of her home, was an accomplished, self- taught artist and photographer, a cake 
decorator for Baskin Robbins and much to Lane's delight sold her hand-knit, one-of-a-kind 
scarves in West Hartford. She was most happy feeding her creativity with colors, shapes 
and textures. 


Having complained to a childhood friend how she didn't want to be “set up", Lane would meet her future 

wife, Anita Albanese, "on a blind date." Anita and Lane shared 26 beautiful years together. They had a full 

life which included solving the daily newspaper jumble, a.k.a. making up words that do not exist, trying 
to learn how to dance for their wedding (they had to stay after class for extra help) and laughing and crying as they 
navigated their relationship over the years. Lane kept all of those who knew her “on their toes" and with her direct 
and unpretentious ways which as the years progressed became very endearing indeed. 


There are not enough words in the English language to describe how much Lane will be missed and how much she 
was loved. Because of this there will be a memorial service at a later date to allow all her friends and family to 
attend. 


Life can abruptly change at any given moment, so instead of flowers or other donations, Lane would want you to 
hug the ones you love and tell them how much they mean to you. That's the best way we all can celebrate those 
closest to US. 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Fechtor, Robert M. 


Robert M. Fechtor, son of the late Saul Fechtor and Sarah Greenberg Fechtor, died peace- 
fully at his home in West Hartford, Connecticut on Tuesday, January 11, 2022, with family 
at his side. He was 95 years old. 


Bob had two lifelong passions: enjoying time with his family and getting as far away from 
them as possible. He took great pleasure in traveling the world with Louise Shulansky 
Fechtor, his wife of 52 years, and together, they created memories and friendships in 
98 countries around the world. He was endlessly curious about people, ideas, cultures, 
relationships, and business. A loving and principled family man, he was actively engaged 
in the interests, challenges, and dreams of every member of his family. Always. 


Born in Boston, Bob served as a corporal in the U.S. Air Force during World War II and 

graduated from Brown University in 1948. He was a successful business owner of the 

Hartford Lumber Company, a respected community leader, an active member of various 

boards (notably, Life Officer and past president of the Mandell Jewish Community Center of Greater 

Hartford, past president of the Mount Sinai Hospital Association in Hartford, board member of Hebrew 

Home for the Aged), a generous philanthropist, and a sneaky tennis player who made up in speed and 

Kross junk shots what he lacked in power and technique. He was well-known for his quick wit, storytelling 

ability, and groan-inducing “pun’ch-lines. (Yeah, like that one.) When Louise predeceased Bob in 2003, he counted 

himself lucky to have found a loving partner in Jill (Gilda) Sheketoff Brock, with whom he lived, joked, sparred 
verbally, vacationed, and spent the rest of his life. 


Bob is survived by his partner, Jill, his sons, Stephen (Amy Thompson) of Columbus, OH, David (Kendra Dowd) of 
Arlington, MA, and Richard (Amy) of West Hartford, CT; his beloved grandchildren, Jessica Fechtor (Eli Schleifer), 
Kasey Fechtor, Caleb Fechtor, and Anna Fechtor; Abby Adams (Marco Ajello), Libby Adams, and Katie Wannen (Kit); 
Stephanie Coroso (Brian) and Michelle Fechtor; and adored great-grandchildren, Mia, Frieda, and Matilda Schleifer; 
Nico Ajello; Tallulah and Delta Wannen; and Kayla Coroso. He also leaves his sister and brother-in-law, Joan and 
Dick Green of Chestnut Hill, MA, a sister-in-law, Ruth Shulansky of Bloomfield, CT, and loving nieces and nephews. 


A funeral service will be held on Sunday, February 13, 12:30pm at Congregation Beth Israel, 701 Farmington Avenue, 
West Hartford, CT 06119, followed by graveside prayer and interment at Congregation Beth Israel Cemetery, 51 
Jackson Street, Avon, CT 06001. Shiva will be held at 3:00-4:30pm at the Mandell Jewish Community Center, 335 
Bloomfield Avenue, West Hartford, CT 06117. Weinstein Mortuary has charge of arrangements. 


COVID protocols will be practiced throughout the day. Please wear a mask. If you are not vaccinated, please take 
and verify a negative test before coming. 


Donations may be made to the Fechtor Family Fund at Gaylord Hospital in Wallingford, CT, the Louise and Robert 
Fechtor and Sons Fund at the Mandell Jewish Community Center of Greater Hartford, or to the Fechtor Family 
Scholarship Fund at Brandeis University. 
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Dion, Steven M. 


It is with deep sorrow we an- 
nounce that Steven Michael 
Dion, 56, of New Britain, has 
passed away on January 7, 
2022, after a short illness at 
Hartford Hospital. 


Steven was born on May 


~ | 

| ™ 13, 1965, to Eugene and 
) 4 ) Huguette (Perreault) Dion 
| of East Hartford. He at- 


tended George J. Penney High 
School. Steven enjoyed car racing, was a competitive 
pool player, loved music and spent many weekends 
searching flea markets for stereo equipment that he 
refurbished and resold. Steven most enjoyed holidays 
and celebrations with his family. Steven was friendly 
with everyone he met, always smiling, and laughing. 


Besides his mother, he is survived by his siblings: 
Anne Dion, Alice Ivy (Michael), John Dion (Debra), Carol 
Mawhinney (David), and Jamie Dion (Michelle), many 
nieces and nephews, as well as his beloved kitty, Daisy. 
He is predeceased by his father, Eugene Dion, and his 
fiance, Carrie Golliff. 


Steven's immediate family will be holding a private 
Service. 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


St. Laurent, Normand 


Normand St. Laurent, 81, be- 

loved husband of the late 

Patricia (Boulanger) St. 

Laurent, of Andover, passed 

away on Wednesday, January 

12, 2022. He is the son of the 

late Leonides and Alice St. 

Laurent. Normand was a proud 

Army veteran and a retired 

) letter carrier with the United 
States Postal Service. 

—s He is survived by his daughter 

“ ~Monigue and her husband 

Thomas Hazlett, of Manchester, grand- 

children Logan and Molly Hazlett, and five 

siblings. 

He was a member of the Army Navy Club 
in Manchester and an avid outdoorsman who enjoyed 
fishing, hunting and competition archery. He was also 
a skilled carpenter and handyman, who never hesitated 
to help a friend with a project, no matter how big or 
small. 

A graveside service with military honors will be held 
on Wednesday, January 19, 2022, at 11:00 a.m. at 
Townsend Cemetery, 108 Gilead Road in Andover. 

For online condolences, please visit www.tierneyfuner- 


alhome.com. 
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fe 
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Sutcliffe, Jane (McCormick) 


Jane (McCormick) Sutcliffe, 64, of Tolland, beloved wife 
of John W. Sutcliffe passed away Wednesday, January 
12, 2022 at home surrounded by her loving family. She 
was born May 25, 1957 in Providence, RI, the daughter 
of Clarice (Bergeron) McCormick and the late Chester 
McCormick. She had 5 siblings. Jane graduated magna 
cum laude from UConn, and Master’s from Penn State. 
She worked for many years as an audiologist at Gaylord 
Hospital. However, her real love was her second job 
as an author of children’s and young adult historical 
non-fiction books. She published numerous magazine 
articles and over 25 books; several award winning 
and internationally published. The most recent, Will's 
Words, has been translated into multiple languages. 
Besides her husband, John and mother Clarice, she is 
Survived by her two sons, John William Sutcliffe and 
his wife Amanda and Michael Sutcliffe and his fiance 
Julie; her grandsons, Jack and Woodford; and her be- 
loved dog, Willie. Services will be announced later at 
the convenience of the family. For online condolences 
please visit: www.pietrasfuneralhome.com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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Daniels Energy is offering the perfecting heating solution for two 
rooms — when breaking down walls to install ducts is not an option. 
Mitsubishi Electric Ductless Systems are flexible, improve indoor air 

quality, save you money — cool you in summer — and warm you in 

winter! And they can be installed in one day 


Call Daniels Energy Today 
$60.813.9105 
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GET WINTER SAVINGS ON THE. 
BEST GARAGE DOORS IN THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD 


CALL NOW to Save on Palmer’s Energy 
Efficient Insulated Garage Doors 


FREE 
LIFT MASTER 
GARAGE DOOR 
OPENER 
With your complete 


Garage Door project 
One per Household 


NO PAYMENTS & NO INTEREST UNTIL 2023! 


Offer expires March 31, 2022. Some restrictions may apply. Not valid on prior sales. Cannot be combined with other offers. 
Wherever you are in Connecticut, we’ve got your doors. 


24Hr Emergency Service ¢ Energy Efficient Insulation ¢ Ultimate Curb Appeal 
Built Strong to Last Long e Service and Savings You Can Count On. 


Serving Connecticut for 32 years. 


Call 203-278-5361 


Quality. Sales. Service. 
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CORONAVIRUS IN CONNECTICUT 


Lamont, labor headed for showdown 


Two years into pandemic, ‘hero pay’ for those 
working on the front line remains concept only 


By Keith M. Phaneuf 
CT Mirror 


Hoping to secure better pay for 
thousands of home health care 
aides who’ve risked their lives 
during the pandemic, Cynthia 
Johnson of Greenwich posed a 
direct question as she protested 
outside of Gov. Ned Lamont’s 
Greenwich home on a chilly 
December morning. 

“Where’s our Thanksgiving and 
Christmas?” asked Johnson, who 


Lamont, 
disability 
eroups 
reach deal 


Discrimination alleged 
in state’s distribution of 
COVID-19 tests, masks 


By Eliza Fawcett 
Hartford Courant 


Gov. Ned Lamont has reached 
an agreement with two Connecti- 
cut disability rights groups, 
which had alleged that the state 
discriminated against people 
with disabilities in its distribution 
of COVID-19 tests and masks. 

Under the terms of the agree- 
ment, the state Department of 
Public Health issued revised 
guidance to towns and cities 
with a specification that test and 
mask distribution should prior- 
itize vulnerable populations, 
including those living in congre- 
gate settings and individuals with 
physical, mental or intellectual or 
other developmental disabilities. 
The state will also provide 20,000 
N95 masks to the Department of 
Correction for “immediate use” 
by those who are incarcerated. 

“We know that COVID-19 is 
impacting certain, vulnerable 
populations the most, and that 
is why we need to do everything 
in our ability to ensure that those 
who have physical, mental, or 
developmental disabilities or 
live in congregate settings have 
access to the tools they need to 
protect themselves from this 
virus,” Lamont said in a state- 
ment. 

In turn, the disability rights 
groups — Disability Rights 
Connecticut and Connecticut 
Legal Rights Project — have 
agreed to withdraw the federal 
complaints filed to the U.S. 
Department of Justice and the 
U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services’ Office for Civil 
Rights. 

“We are pleased that the gover- 
nor acted quickly in response to 
our complaints to get effective 
relief to the people we repre- 
sent during this very difficult 
period in the pandemic,” Debo- 
rah Dorfman, executive director 
of Disability Rights Connecticut, 
said in a statement. “This will 
help protect those who are most 
at risk, benefiting everyone.” 

In the complaints, the disabil- 
ity rights groups argued that the 
Lamont administration’s decision 
to recommend but not require 
that towns and cities prioritize 
people with disabilities in the 


Turn to Deal, Page 3 


wore a Grinch hat while dozens 
of fellow protesters chanted “Fix 
the broken system” and “Shame 
on you.” 

But while these members of New 
England Health Care Employees 
Union, District 1199 SEIU were 
rallying for a new contract with 
better pay and benefits, their ques- 
tion is part of larger one, labor lead- 
ers say, and the lack of an answer is 
producing a crisis across Connecti- 
cut. 

The state received billions of 


Hartford Courant 


dollars last year in 
federal pandemic 
relief, holds 
billions more in its 
budget reserve and 
expects another 
whopping surplus 
next June. Unless 
state officials 
use some of this 
to compensate the wide range of 
workers whorisked their lives daily 
to provide essential services over 
the past two years, labor leaders 
say, staffing shortages will become 
a pandemic unto themselves. 

And if Lamont and state legisla- 
tors — who face reelection this year 
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— don’t remember the health care 
personnel, teachers, social work- 
ers, emergency responders, prison 
guards and grocery store employ- 
ees that couldn’t work from home, 
union members say, these essential 
workers will remind them. 

“You might be holding our future 
in your hands right now,” Johnson 
said. “But come Election Day, your 
future will be in our hands.” 


‘We put them at risk. We put 
their families at risk’: Lawmak- 
ers routinely field complaints that 
Connecticut employers can’t find 
enough nurses, other health care 
workers, teachers, restaurant staff 


and skilled manufacturing laborers. 

That’s not an accident, said 
Rep. Robyn Porter, D-New Haven. 
The pandemic and the ensuing 
divide between remote and front- 
line workers have permanently 
changed how workers view front- 
line jobs. 

Simply put, the wages and bene- 
fits offered in some cases simply 
aren’t worth the risks of illness and 
death, she said. 

“Let’s be honest, it’s not a labor 
shortage,” Porter said. “It’s a wage 
shortage. ... It’s a health insurance 
shortage.” 
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A 142-foot-long racial justice-themed mural by Emida Roller and Samson Tonton will be unveiled Monday on a city-owned garage in 
Norwich. CT MURALS/COURTESY 


Marking MLK Day 
in the Nutmeg State 


From live music to a new mural, events set across Connecticut 


By Susan Dunne 
Hartford Courant 


onday is Martin Luther 

King Jr’s birthday. The 

national holiday is being 

celebrated through- 

out Connecticut with 
concerts, talks, speeches, a mural unveil- 
ing, storytelling, poetry, awards ceremo- 
nies and other family-friendly activities. 
Some events are about King himself. 
Others are about racial justice. 

Events are both virtual and live. Before 
buying tickets to live events, check the 
websites for venues’ COVID protocols. 
This list is not all-inclusive. 

Yale Peabody Museum of Natural 
History will present four days of virtual 
programming in its 26th annual Celebra- 
tion of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr’s Legacy 
of Social and Environmental Justice. On 
Jan. 13 from 6 to 7:15 p.m., the program is 
“Environmental Justice: Exploring Race, 
Place & Spirituality.” On Jan. 14 from 10:30 
to 11:30 a.m., the talk will be on climate 
change. On Jan. 16 from 1 to 3 p.m., the 
focus is “MLK Youth Space: Art as Well- 
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New Haven Museum will offer a free, 
family-oriented program celebrating 
Martin Luther King including storytelling by 
Joy Donaldson, Waltrina Kirkland-Mullins, 
above, and Clifton Graves. COURTESY 


ness.” On Jan. 16 from 6 to 8 p.m. is the 
“Z, Experience Poetry Jam” with Croilot 
and Ngoma, Lorraine Currelley, Robert 
Gibbons, Bao Phi and Ray Jane. On Jan. 
17 from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. is “Community 
Conversation: Standing on Their Shoul- 
ders,” with representatives from the New 
Haven African American Historical Soci- 
ety and the National Council for Negro 
Women. Register at peabody.yale.edu/ 
events /mlk-celebration. 

Westport Country Playhouse, TEAM 
Westport, Westport/Weston Interfaith 
Council, and the Westport/Weston Inter- 
faith Clergy and Westport Library pres- 
ents their 16th annual Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Celebration on Jan. 16 from 3 to 5 
p.m. Keynote speaker is Heather McGhee, 
author of “The Sum of Us: What Racism 
Costs Everyone and How We Can Prosper 
Together.” It will be held live at the library, 
20 Jesup Road, and via live streaming. 
The program will include a recital by The 
Bridgeport Boys Choir and dance students 
from Regional Center for the Arts. Sign up 
to attend at westportlibrary.org. 


Turn to MLK, Page 2 





U.S. Rep. John Larson, D-First District, announces his reelection campaign 
Friday in East Hartford. DON STACOM/HARTFORD COURANT 


ELECTION 2022 


Rep. Larson seeking his 13th term 


Liberal Democratic challenger has raised $300,000 


By Don Stacom 
Hartford Courant 


Facing the first intra-party chal- 
lenge in memory, longtime U.S. Rep. 
John Larson focused on the high- 
stakes challenge of the pandemic 
when he formally announced 
Friday that he’s running for a new 
term. 

“T can’t think of a more conse- 
quential time in our history to be 
running for public office,’ Larson 
said during a press conference at 
Goodwin College in East Hart- 


ford. “This is the time to roll up our 
sleeves and deliver.” 

Larson, 73, is seeking a 13th term 
in Congress representing the Ist 
District, which is widely consid- 
ered a Democratic bedrock. Since 
his first victory in 1998, voters have 
steadily returned Larson to office 
every two years — with roughly 
2-to-1 ratios in the past several races. 

This time, though, Larson won’t 
just be up against little-known 
Republican challengers or even 
more anonymous third-party 
candidates. Instead, two liberal 


Democrats — Andrew Legnani and 
Muad Hrezi — hope to beat him in 
a three-way primary this summer. 

When asked about the pros- 
pect of a Democratic primary in 
the usually drama-free Ist District, 
Larson replied “On one hand that’s 
a distraction of holding onto the 
House and keeping the majority — 
but anybody has the right to run for 
public office.” 

Larson told reporters he’s driven 
to run again because of the difficul- 
ties Connecticut people are facing 
in this era. 
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“There isn’t anyone in the 
state of Connecticut or the 
1st District around this nation 
who hasn’t felt the effects 
of this pandemic. They 
continue to be concerned ... 
and I understand the burdens 
they face,” Larson said. 

“T’m proud of what we’ve 
been able to do just in this 
year whether it’s putting 
vaccinations in people’s 
arms, putting money back 
in their wallets, putting kids 
back in their school seats or 
putting people back to work, 
that’s what will continue to 
be our focus,” Larson said. 

Republicans will choose 
a challenger later this year; 
Democrats will nominate 
a candidate, but the party’s 
final choice is likely to come 
at a primary. 

Election results for the 
past 22 years suggest that 
whoever goes against him 
will be fighting uphill. 

Against relatively 
unknown and weakly funded 
Republican challengers in 
the 2020, 2018 and 2016 
campaigns, Larson polled 
almost precisely the same 
each time: 64 percent. 

Larson also has the state’s 
Democratic political heavy- 
weights behind him: Gov. 
Ned Lamont along with 
Congressional represen- 
tatives Jim Himes, Jahana 
Hayes, Rosa DeLauro and 
Joe Courtney gave their 
endorsements Friday, joining 
Sen. Chris Murphy and Sen. 
Richard Blumenthal. 

And as usual, Larson’s 
campaign will have plenty of 
money. At the start of Octo- 
ber, Larson for Congress 
reported it already had 
$783,000 — more than a full 


year before Election Day. 

For his 2020 race, Larson 
raised just under $1.4 million 
— and that was less than 
usual. His re-election bids 
for the past two decades 
have each pulled in well 
more than $1 million — with 
2010 setting a record at $2.4 
million. 

Hrezi’s campaign indi- 
cated Friday that it’s ready. 
Hrezi, the son of Libyan 
asylum seekers and a former 
policy adviser for U.S. Sen. 
Chris Murphy, raised more 
than $175,000 in the last 
quarter of 2021, and now 
has more than $300,000 
available, his campaign staff 
announced. 

That is the most raised by 
any Larson challenger, they 
said. 

“People are ready for a 
change and to have a repre- 
sentative supported by regu- 
lar people, not corporate 
PACs and lobbyists, and to 
put the people’s agenda first,” 
Hrezi said in a statement. 
“People want someone in 
Washington who is going to 
put their needs first and not 
focus only on a corporate 
agenda.” 

Larson said a key issue 
facing the country is 
strengthening the finan- 
cially imperiled Social Secu- 
rity system, which he warned 
will be forced to reduce bene- 
fits by 2034 without help. 

Within the lst District, 
Larson continues to press 
for replacing the maze of 
I-84 and I-91 overpasses and 
ramps in downtown Hart- 
ford. Putting that infrastruc- 
ture in underground tunnels 
would restore Hartford 
neighborhoods that were 
divided when I-84 was built, 
and would reconnect East 
Hartford and Hartford with 


their riverfronts, he said. 


SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT 


m@ Astory on page Al on Wednesday about a survey of school 
staff in Connecticut conducted by a coalition of unions found 
that more than 60% of respondents felt their schools lack 
supplies and proper COVID-19 safety protocols. The survey 
results represent staff who responded to a questionnaire 
distributed by the unions, not all employees of school districts 


in Connecticut. 


m Windsor’s Tyler Betsey scored 29 points and East Catholic’s 
Sam Reilly had 27 points in Windsor’s 70-66 overtime win over 
East Catholic Tuesday. The point totals for the two players 
were incorrect in a story in Wednesday’s sports section. 
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The Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Gala for Learning 
and Literacy will be Jan. 16 
from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Pond 
House in Elizabeth Park on 
the Hartford/West Hart- 
ford line. It will include 
dinner, open bar from 6 
to 7 p.m., silent and live 
auctions, dancing, network- 
ing and music by Energy 
Radio. The Dr. Aaron Lewis 
STEM Scholarships will be 
awarded to Hartford gradu- 
ating seniors. Admission is 
$119. thescribesinstitute.org. 

The Hartford Alumnae 
Chapter of Delta Sigma 


Theta Sorority presents 
its 37th annual Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Scholarship 
Breakfast, themed “Gener- 
ation Next: Speaking Truth 
to Power” on Jan. 17 from 
9:30 to 11 a.m. The virtual 
event will feature panel- 
ists Akia S. Callum, Aaron 
Peterson, Jasmine Powell 
and Devonna Dionne. 
Admission is $25. Register 
at dsthartford.com/2022m- 
Ikbreakfast. 

New Haven Museum 
will offer a free family-ori- 
ented program celebrating 
King and his legacy on Jan. 
17 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. on 
Zoom and Facebook Live. 
It is part of Yale Peabody 
Museum of Natural Histo- 
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Porter added that some in 
government aren’t ready to 
acknowledge this responsi- 
bility that Connecticut effec- 
tively imposed on a poor 
subset of the population. 

“We said, ‘If you’re essen- 
tial, you’ve got to go out and 
keep the economy open, ” 
she said. “We put them at 
risk. We put their families 
at risk” 

District 1199 made that 
argument repeatedly last 
year, winning raises and 
better benefits for group and 
nursing home workers, and 
is still battling for the same 
outcomes for home health 
aides. Workers in all three 
groups are employed by 
private agencies that get the 
bulk of their funding from 
government sources. 

District 1199 took its 
protest to Lamont’s Green- 
wich home last month to 
highlight that labor divide. 

“People in this neigh- 
borhood got to work from 
home. Did any of you get to 
work from home?” Diedre 
Murch, vice president of the 
union’s home care sector, 


asked protesters. “Many of 


you are making impossible 
decisions every single day 
about whether to pay rent or 
pay bills, about whether to 
buy food or buy medicine.” 

Murch said about 
two-thirds of Connecticut’s 
10,000 personal care atten- 
dants — most of whom are 
female or racial minorities 
— rely on public assistance, 
while one in five are without 
health insurance. 

The union has asked 
for $20 per hour, paid sick 
time, and affordable, qual- 
ity health insurance. The $3 
billion in American Rescue 
Plan Act funds Congress 
sent to Connecticut last year 
included $240 million for 
home care services. District 
1199 officials say this should 
be enough for the state to 
resolve the dispute, but 
members have been with- 
out anew contract for more 
than seven months. 

“Gov. Lamont has 
proposed and executed 
multiple programs to 
support front-line work- 
ers and their families since 


ry’s 26th annual “Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr’s Legacy of 
Environmental and Social 
Justice.” Joy Donaldson, 
Waltrina Kirkland and Clif- 
ton Graves will tell stories. 
Ms. Hanan’s Dance and 
Beyond will dance. Anthony 
Gilkes will present a paint- 
ing activity. Register at 
yale.zoom.us/webinar/ 
register/3016401018827/ 
WN_CPGHga0sRdWW- 
Px69mo_ylQ. 

“West Hartford Cele- 
brates the Life of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.,” 
the 26th annual commem- 
oration, will be a virtual 
event, shown on West Hart- 
ford Community Interactive 
(Comcast channel 5, Fron- 


Clover Gardens 
846 Asylum Avenue, 
Hartford, CT 06105 


FREE RENT FOR FEBRUARY 2022 


Applicants must meet certain 
income requirements. 


For more information call: 
Clover Gardens Rental Office 
(860) 508-7658 
TDD: (800) 842-9710 


Professionally Managed by: 
Konover Residential Corporation 
This is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 





the start of the pandemic,’ 
said Max Reiss, Lamont’s 
communications director. 

The governor and legisla- 
ture earmarked $34 million 
in ARPA resources to cover 
a portion of lost wages and 
medical expenses incurred 
by front-line workers. 
Lamont also ordered $75 
million in federal funds be 
distributed to poor working 
families. 

But critics say this is far 
too little. 

The $34 million was a 
bone thrown to lawmakers 
who couldn’t convince the 
governor to alter the work- 
ers’ compensation system. 
Labor advocates argued 
that any worker exposed 
to COVID and facing wage 
losses or health expenses 
should be able to tap work- 
ers’ compensation benefits 
automatically. 


home, labor advocates say 
the numbers speak for 
themselves. 


Two years later, ‘Hero Pay’ 
remains aconcept: Lamont 
has been reluctant to tap 
any state funds for COVID- 
19 relief for workers, prefer- 
ring to dole out only federal 
dollars. That’s despite hold- 
ing a record-setting $3.1 
billion in the rainy day fund 
and with analysts projecting 
a nearly $1.9 billion surplus 
for the current fiscal year. 

“The governor remains 
open to additional measures 
of support, but only if the 
math adds up, and only ifthe 
qualifying criteria for public 
and private sector participa- 
tion are clear,” Reiss said. 

Some combination of 
federal and state funds 
should be used, labor advo- 
cates say, for what many 


“Many of you are making impossible 
decisions every single day about 
whether to pay rent or pay bills, about 
whether to buy food or buy medicine.” 


— Diedre Murch, New England Health Care Employees 


Union, District 1199 SEIU 


The pandemic sparked 
thousands of workers’ 
compensation claims, 
and legislators say the 
$34 million likely will 
be exhausted before all 
requests for aid have been 
processed. 

The $75 million Lamont 
is distributing is earmarked 
for families that earned less 
than $57,000 during 2020, 
an average benefit of $377. 
Porter noted that a family 
with two adults working 
low-paying front-line jobs 
might easily be disqualified 
from any assistance under 
this criteria. 

The Lamont adminis- 
tration has been in negoti- 
ations with state employee 
unions since September 
about some form of special 
hazard compensation, but 
those talks haven’t produced 
any agreement to date. 

And while one source 
close to the administration 
said the governor didn’t 
appreciate the protest 
outside of his Greenwich 


tier channel 6098, YouTube 
and WHCTV.oorg) on Jan. 
17 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. The 
theme is King’s speech 
“The Strength to Love.” 
Participating in the event 
are Janée Woods Weber of 
the Connecticut Women’s 
Education and Legal 
Fund, John L. Selders Jr. 
of Amistad United Church 
of Christ, students Grace 
Wright-Goodison and 
Skylah Nelson, Mayor Shari 
Cantor, Earl Exum of West 
Hartford African American 
Social & Cultural Organiza- 
tion, state Attorney General 
William Tong and Miles 
Wilson-Tolliver of Voices 
of Hartford. The Hall High 
Jazz Band and Choraliers 
and Conard High’s Voices 
of the World will perform, 
as will Bristow Middle 
School’s Voices of Bris- 
tow. Art, poems and essays 
by West Hartford school- 
children will be presented. 
youtube.com/c/whctv5. 

The Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day of Dance will 
be Jan. 17 from 10 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. at Greater Hart- 
ford Academy of the Arts, 
15 Vernon St. in Hartford. 
The educational program 
“honors the teachings and 
legacy of Dr. King as well 
as the abundant African 
American contributions to 
the world of dance” and will 
feature historical education, 
panel discussions and two 
sets of master classes with 
Black dancers from around 
Connecticut in Afro-Carib- 
bean, stilt walking, popping, 
Horton technique and 
capoeira. Among the partic- 
ipants are Mellissa Craig, 
Thulani Davis, Stephen 
Hankey, Christine Kershaw 
and Peter P-Boogie Reyn- 
olds. $35. All participants 
must show proof of vaccina- 
tion and must wear a mask. 
ctdanceall.org. 

New Britain Museum 
of American Art, 56 
Lexington St., is offering 
free admission on Jan. 17 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The 
day will feature MLK-in- 
spired art activities, display 
of MLK-inspired student 
artwork and an interactive 
“Thought Wall.” nbmaa.org. 

A 142-foot-long racial 
justice-themed mural by 
Emida Roller and Samson 
Tonton will be unveiled 
on Jan. 17 at 11:30 a.m. on 


are calling “hero pay” — a 
one-time cash infusion for 
the workers who risked 
their health to keep the state 
functioning. 

“Of course, there is no 
amount of money that 
would fully compensate 
essential workers for their 
sacrifices — but two years in 
to the pandemic, the state 
hasn’t allocated a dime,” 
said Puya Gerami, campaign 
director of Recovery for All 
CT, acoalition of labor- and 
faith-based groups. “We’re 
eager to work with the 
Lamont administration to 
formulate a comprehen- 
sive package honoring all 
workers in both the public 
and private sectors for their 
crucial sacrifices.” 

Legislators and labor 
groups have discussed dedi- 
cating anywhere from $250 
million to $500 million for 
hero pay, noting the funds 
likely would be distrib- 
uted among hundreds of 
thousands of Connecti- 
cut households. Porter and 


the city-owned garage on 
Market Street in Norwich. 
Also, CT Murals will 
announce a soon-to-be 
created racial justice mural 
in Bristol on that day. theri- 
seupgroup.org. 

Mandell JCC, 335 
Bloomfield Ave. in West 
Hartford, will have an 
event in honor of Dr. Martin 
Luther King on Jan. 17 at 1 
p.m. for ages 8 and older. 
Participants will make tote 
bags from old t-shirts and 
are asked to bring new 
adult socks, individually 
wrapped snacks and a loaf 
of bread. After the tote bags 
are made, participants will 
make peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches to be donated 
to Hands on Hartford. Free. 
RSVP to slentini@mandell- 
jcc.org by Jan. 14. 

A Children’s March 
and bell-ringing ceremony, 
presented by the state 
Commission on Human 
Rights and Opportunities, 
the Commission on Women, 
Children, Seniors, Equity, 
and Opportunity, and the 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Holiday Commission will 
be at St. Peter’s Episco- 
pal Church, 59 Main St. in 
Cheshire, on Jan. 17 at 1 p.m. 
Hot coffee and hot choco- 
late will be offered. face- 
book.com/CWCSEO. 

The 26th annual Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day Cele- 
bration will be Jan. 17 at 
2 p.m. at Ridgefield Play- 
house, 80 Ridge Road, both 
live and virtually. The event 
will include performances 
by The Ridgefield Chorale, 
The Ridgefield Diwali 
Committee, Ridgefield A 
Better Chance students, 
MoJazz Dance, Kimberly 
Wilson, Daniel C. Levine 
and Bryan Perri from ACT 
of CT, town poet laureate 
Barb Jennes and others. 
Admission is free. ridge- 
fieldplayhouse.org/event/ 
mlk-celebration-2022. 

CT Center for Nonvio- 
lence, which is devoted to 
the teachings of King, pres- 
ents “The Beloved Commu- 
nity in the Urgency of Now,” 
a call to justice and service, 
on Jan. 17 from 4 to 5 p.m. 
on Facebook Live. Speak- 
ers include Warren Hardy, 
James Lane, Shanna T. 
Melton, Victoria Christgau, 
John Lewis and Arthur 
Romano. facebook.com/ 


the other co-chair of the 
Labor Committee, Sen. 
Julie Kushner, D-Danbury, 
raised a bill last year to direct 
nearly $400 million for this 
purpose. 

Cities and towns received 
more than $1.5 billion in 
direct federal aid through 
the ARPA legislation, but 
union officials say commu- 
nities, in general, have been 
reluctant to use it to fund 
pandemic compensation. 

Joe DeLong, executive 
director of the Connecticut 
Conference of Municipal- 
ities, said that’s “a worthy 
discussion to have” but also 
noted that the coronavirus 
challenged school systems, 
left many businesses and 
families struggling finan- 
cially and pushed social 
service caseloads through 
the roof. 

But all sides agree the 
state has the deepest pock- 
ets right now, and that any 
hero pay will likely come 
from the Capitol in Hart- 
ford. 

“I’m disappointed as 
a state that we have not 
done this yet,” Kushner 
said, noting that Lamont 
and lawmakers carved out 
$155 million to ease the 
tax assessment businesses 
face to replenish the state’s 
unemployment trust. 

Lawmakers are talking 
about expanding that 
assistance when the 2022 
General Assembly session 
convenes in February. And 
Chris DiPentima, president 
of the Connecticut Busi- 
ness and Industry Associa- 
tion, said his group is urging 
lawmakers to invest more in 
worker training programs to 
combat the growing staffing 
shortages. 

The focus, Kushner 
said, is almost entirely on 
employers and not enough 
on working families. 

“We’ve helped busi- 
nesses, we’ve helped large 
corporations,” she added, 
urging Lamont and other 
lawmakers to see hero pay 
as another investment — 
one that will keep families 
off public assistance, reduce 
evictions and help send 
more students to college. “I 
believe we have to invest in 
the workforce in Connecti- 
cut...if we truly want every- 
one to recover.” 


ConnecticutCenterForNon- 
violence. 

New London Commu- 
nity Orchestra presents 
a “Concert for Healing,” a 
performance of work by 
Black composers, on Jan. 
17 at 7:30 p.m. at Garde 
Arts Center, 325 State St. 
in New London. Musical 
pieces to be performed are 
“Suite of Dances” by Flor- 
ence Price, “The African 
American Experience” and 
“Soul of Remembrance” by 
Mary D. Watkins, “Lyric for 
Strings” by George Walker, 
“The Colored Soldiers who 
Died for Democracy” by 
William Grant Still, “Martin 
Luther King March” by 
Kirk Edwards, “Lift Every 
Voice and Sing” by James 
and John Johnson, “Take 
My Hand, Precious Lord” 
by Thomas Dorsey, “How 
I Got Over” by Clara Ward, 
“’m On My Way,’ “Oh, Free- 
dom,” “We Shall Overcome” 
and “Amazing Grace.” Free. 
gardearts.org. 

Sterling House Commu- 
nity Center, 2283 Main St. 
in Stratford, will present the 
exhibit “Through Our Eyes: 
A Celebration of Local Black 
Artists” from Jan. 17 to Feb. 
18. artsallianceofstratford. 
org/through-our-eyes-a- 
celebration-of-local-black- 
artists. 

CONCORA (Connecti- 
cut Choral Artists), with 
Spectrum in Motion dance 
company of Hartford, pres- 
ents “Martin Luther King 
Jr. Concert: Words & Music 
from the Harlem Renais- 
sance” on Jan. 22 at 4 p.m., 
both live and virtually, at 
South Church, 90 Main 
St. in New Britain. “The 
Ballad of the Brown King” 
by Langston Hughes and 
Margaret Bonds tells the 
Epiphany story from the 
perspective of Balthazar, 
the African king. Ricky Ian 
Gordon’s songs based on 
Hughes’ poems also is on the 
program. A post-concert talk 
will feature Lucy Hurston, 
niece of Zora Neale Hurston. 
$39 to $59, $19 for students 
for live, $25 (single) to $50 
(household) for virtual. 
Through Jan. 17, the promo 
code MLKJR will offer a 
discount. concora.org. 


Susan Dunne can be 
reached at sdunne@ 
courant.com. 
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Winter storm to bring dangerous cold, snow 


By Kaitlin McCallum 
Hartford Courant 


After a brief reprieve, another 
arctic cold front is bringing 
frigid temperatures to Connecti- 
cut Friday. Temperatures were 
expected to drop below zero Friday 
night, with snow in the forecast this 
weekend. 

In response, Gov. Ned Lamont 
activated the state’s severe cold 
weather protocol, which allows 
state agencies and assistance orga- 
nizations to collaborate in finding 
shelter for vulnerable populations. 

“Tt’s looking like we are going to 
see another blast of arctic tempera- 


Rep. Hayes 
positive for 


COVID-19 
a 2nd time 


Associated Press 


WATERBURY — Connecti- 
cut U.S. Rep. Jahana Hayes 
says she has tested positive for 
the coronavirus after taking a 
routine test 
before trav- 
eling. It’s 
the second 
time she has 
contracted the 
virus. 

A state- 
ment that the 
Democrat’s 
office posted 
on her Twitter account Thurs- 
day night says that Hayes 
is fully vaccinated and has 
received a booster shot. She is 
not currently experiencing any 
symptoms and has been advised 
to quarantine, according to the 
statement. 

It urges people to “take the 
necessary precautions to keep 
our communities safe.” 

The 48-year-old is serving 
her second term. She represents 
Connecticut’s 5th Congres- 
sional District, in the western 
portion of the state. 

She previously contracted 
COVID-19 in September 2020. 





Hayes 


tures moving into the state, followed 
by the potential for a winter storm,” 
Lamont said. “These conditions can 
be extremely dangerous if someone 
is outdoors for extended periods of 
time, which is why we are urging 
anyone in need to seek shelter. 
If you or someone you know is in 
need of shelter, call 2-1-1 and they 
will direct you to a nearby location 
and they can also provide transpor- 
tation if necessary.” 

The most dangerous tempera- 
tures will be Saturday morning, 
when the high is expected to be 14 
degrees, according to the National 
Weather Service. Lamont has acti- 
vated the severe cold weather 


protocol through Wednesday at 
noon because a winter storm is 
expected. 


When is the 
storm coming? 


A winter storm is expected 
Sunday night into Monday. Snow 
will begin falling overnight, when 
the low will be 18 degrees, and 
continue Monday. The storm will 
warm up the air to 40 degrees, 
causing the snow to change over to 
rain Monday. The snow is expected 
to be wet and heavy. Eversource has 
warned of the potential for power 


outages but says it is prepared by 
stationing line and tree crews 
across the state and bringing in 
out-of-state crews. 


Where is shelter 
available? 


Anyone who is in need of shel- 
ter or transportation to a shelter, 
can call 211 at any time for help. 
Transportation to shelters can be 
arranged. Safety measures are in 
place at Connecticut shelters and 
warming centers to protect against 
COVID-19. 

Hartford’s overnight warming 


Norwich schools forced to close 
amid massive staffing shortage 


By Christine Dempsey 
Hartford Courant 


All public schools in Norwich 
were closed Friday because of 
a massive staffing shortage, the 
superintendent said. 

In a Thursday note to families, 
Kristen E. Stringfellow, superin- 
tendent of schools, said 133 staff 
members had already called in, 
and the school system had only 40 
people — including central office 
staff — to fill in for them. She did not 
say COVID-19 exposures was the 
reason for the absences, although 
the virus’ fast-spreading omicron 
variant has had people callingin sick 
to work and school across the state 
and country. All eight Connecticut 
counties are experiencing a “high” 
level of transmission. 


Deal 


from Page 1 


distribution process was discrim- 
inatory, particularly toward those 
who could not leave their homes 
to pick up masks and tests. 

The updated guidance notes 
that distribution of at-home test 
kits should offer access “after 
traditional work hours” and that 
municipalities must offer a phone 


Re Adopt US Kids 


“It would not be safe for our 
students and staff to hold school 
tomorrow,” Stringfellow wrote. 

The absences included 56 teach- 
ers, three nurses, four assistant 
principals, one principal, 33 para- 
professionals and five social work- 
ers, she said. 

“For the past two weeks, we 
have been using every resource at 
our disposal to cover the mass staff 
absences we have been experienc- 
ing. However, we do not have the 
personal to cover this number of 
vacancies,’ Stringfellow said. 

The school day will be made up 
in June, she said, because “remote 
learning days can only be scheduled 
by the governor.” 

“Tam truly sorry for the inconve- 
nience this decision will create for 
child-care coverage,’ Stringfellow 


number to call ifsomeone requires 
accommodations, as well as a 
process for providing the accom- 
modations. 

Kathy Flaherty, executive direc- 
tor of Connecticut Legal Rights 
Project, said in a statement that 
the agreement would ensure that 
those in Department of Mental 
Health and Addiction Services 
facilities would be able to obtain 
N95 masks and would “increase 
access to self-test kits for Connecti- 


added, but “Safety is our ultimate 
priority-” 

Tlling Middle School in Manches- 
ter was also closed Friday. Super- 
intendent Matt Geary said in a 
letter Thursday evening that the 
decision was made “because of 
extreme staffing shortages related 
to COVID-19-” 

The district has more than 50 
cases currently, Geary said, with 12 
at Illing. 

“We also know that having 
students in school is in their best 
interest but we do not have enough 
staff available tomorrow to ensure 
the health and safety of everyone, 
leaving us with no alternative,’ he 
wrote. 


Christine Dempsey can be reached 
at cdempsey@courant.com. 


cut residents with disabilities in all 
169 cities and towns.” 

In late December, Connecti- 
cut received more than 400,000 
at-home COVID-19 tests and 
shipments of N95 masks, with 
more expected to come. There are 
currently no limits on the number 
of N95 being requested by commu- 
nities, DPH noted. 


Eliza Fawcett can be reached 
at elfawcett@courant.com. 


center, which can accommodate 
50 people, is at 110 Washington 
St., the former location of Adult 
Education. The shelter is managed 
by the Salvation Army, which also 
operates a family shelter at Milner 
Elementary School at 104 Vine St. 
Families in need of shelter should 
contact 211 to be connected. 

The Alvin & Beatrice Wood 
Human Services Center at 330 Park 
Ave. in Bloomfield is open from 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday and 9:30 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday. 

Many towns offer daytime 
warming centers, some at public 
libraries. Check town websites for 
details. 


Teaching 
assistant 
arrested on 
eun charge 


Allegedly had weapon 
at New Haven school 


Hartford Courant 


A teaching assistant who 
allegedly had a semi-automatic 
handgun with her at a New 
Haven school was arrested 
Friday, police said. 

Para-professional Sonnetta 
Powell, 31, of North Haven, is 
charged with possession of a 
weapon on school grounds and 
second-degree breach of peace, 
police said. Powell is holder ofa 
legal Connecticut pistol permit, 
police said. 

Officers, who had received 
a report just after noon Friday 
that a teacher assistant was 
allegedly in possession of a 
handgun at Katherine Bren- 
nan School on Wilmont Road, 
found her in possession of 
a semi-automatic handgun, 
police said. 

“The safety of New Haven’s 
school children is our highest 
priority,” Superintendent of 
Schools Iline Tracey said in a 
statement. “Therefore, to bring 
a weapon into aschool is a very 
serious offense.” 
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I asked what kind of family Amina wanted. 
She said, ‘A family like yours.’ That’s when 
I knew I had to adopt her. 


Denise, adopted 17-year-old Amina 
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LIVING 


CELEBRITIES 


Rae’s program to aid women in music 


From news services 


Raedio, Issa Rae’s “audio 
everywhere company,” 
has partnered with Google 
for the Raedio Creators 
Program, designed to 
support emerging artists. 

Under the program, two 
female artists will create 
their own EPs of three 
to five songs each, with 
recording fees, producer 
costs, marketing expenses 
and a music video entirely 
funded through Google. 
The artists will also retain 
full ownership of the proj- 
ect, which will be distrib- 
uted by Raedio. 

Additionally, two 
women composers 
will receive funding to 
create music for TV, film, 
commercials and promo- 
tional campaigns. Google 
will cover all recording 
costs and artist fees, while 
Raedio’s music supervision 
department will work to 
get the creations placed in 
various projects. 

“This partnership is 
perfectly aligned with 
my mission in helping 
open doors and provide 
opportunities for women 
to succeed and flourish 
in their craft,’ Rae said in 
a statement to Billboard 
on Thursday. “I can’t wait 
to see the impact this 
program and partnership 
has on the selectees and 
the music that is created as 
a result.” 


Lucas, Kennedy honored: 
George Lucas and Kath- 
leen Kennedy, stewards of 
the Star Wars universe and 
numerous other notable 
motion pictures, are being 
honored by the Produc- 
ers Guild of America for 
their contributions to the 
film industry. The PGA 
said Friday that Lucas and 
Kennedy will receive the 
Milestone Award at the 
Producers Guild Awards 
in March, joining the ranks 
of previous honorees that 
include Louis B. Mayer, 
Walt Disney and Steven 
Spielberg. 

Lucas, in a statement, 
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Issa Rae, seen Nov. 13, and her company teamed with Google 
for the Raedio Creators Program. APU GOMES/GETTY-AFP 


said the award is a cele- 
bration of all that goes 
into bringing stories to 
life: “Protecting creativ- 
ity while balancing busi- 
ness, moving technology 
forward to make real what 
you can see in your mind’s 
eye and doing it all from 
scratch most of the time.” 

Lucas, in addition to 
films he has directed from 
“American Graffiti” to 
“Star Wars,” has produced 
and executive produced 
for the likes of Spielberg, 
Francis Ford Coppola and 
Akira Kurosawa all while 
building the Lucasfilm 
empire. 

Lucas and Kennedy 
worked on “Indiana Jones 
and the Temple of Doom,” 
through the production 
company she co-founded 
with Spielberg and Frank 
Marshall, Amblin Enter- 
tainment. Kennedy’s cred- 
its include “E.T. The Extra 
Terrestrial,” “Schindler’s 
List,” “Jurassic Park” and 
the “Back to the Future” 
films. 


Bleachers steps in as‘SNL’ 
musical guest: Pop-rock 
band Bleachers has been 
tapped to replace Roddy 
Ricch as the “Saturday 
Night Live” musical guest 
this weekend after the 
rapper pulled out due to 
COVID-19 exposure. 

The NBC sketch series 
announced that the Jack 
Antonofi-fronted group 
will perform Saturday 
on its first show of 2022, 
hosted by “West Side 
Story” star Ariana DeBose. 

Ricch was reportedly 
exposed to a team member 
who has COVID-19. 


Jan. 15 birthdays: Actor 
Margaret O’Brien Is 85. 
Actor Andrea Martin is 

75. Director Mario Van 
Peebles is 65. Actor Chad 
Lowe is 54. Actor Regina 
King is 51. Actor Dorian 
Missick is 46. Actor Eddie 
Cahill is 44. Rapper Pitbull 
is 41. Actor Victor Rasuk is 
38. Actor Jessy Schram is 
36. Musician Skrillex is 34. 
Actor Dove Cameron is 26. 


Gentler (but still freaky) Weeknd 
delivers first great album of 2022 


By Mikael Wood 


Los Angeles Times 


It says alot about the 
Weeknd that his sunni- 
est album — the one he’s 
framed as a kind of light 
at the end (maybe) of our 
long pandemic tunnel — 
contains not one but two 
songs about erotic asphyx- 
lation. 

The first, “Take My 
Breath,” dropped last 
summer as an advance 
single from the Canadian 
pop-soul auteur’s brand- 
new “Dawn FM.” 

The second is “Gaso- 
line,’ a sleek robo-funk jam 
that properly opens “Dawn 
FM” after an introduction 
featuring the actor Jim 
Carrey as aclaptrapping 
radio DJ telling his listen- 
ers they’ve “been in the 
dark for way too long.” 

“T wrap my hands 
around your neck,” the 
Weeknd sings, as percus- 
sive synth riffs ricochet off 
his high, imploring voice, 
“You love it when I always 
squeeze.” 

In the past, these refer- 
ences to risky sexual grat- 
ification would’ve played 
as part of the Weeknd’s 
long-running bad-boy act 
— the devotion to extreme 
behavior (and the disgust 
with bourgeois stability) 
that’s driven his music 
since he emerged more 
than a decade ago witha 
series of shadowy internet 
mixtapes. 

But on “Dawn FM” the 
rough sex carries a softer 
edge; here, in exquisitely 
rendered tunes lush with 
echoes of Michael Jack- 
son and Depeche Mode, 
he’s illuminating a path to 
fulfillment, perhaps even 
to happiness, and crucially 
without renouncing his old 
predilections. 

In the Weeknd’s tell- 
ing, this album is as much 
about manifesting content- 
ment as about reflect- 
ing it. In an interview, 
the singer, 31, born Abel 





‘Dawn FM’ 
The Weeknd 
(XO/Republic Records) 


Tesfaye, said he started 
writing “Dawn FM” after 
setting aside a gloomier 
project he decided was too 
“emotionally detrimental” 
to continue to work on. 

“Dawn FM,” which 
follows through on that 
prologue with occasional 
bits of radio banter from 
Carrey, offers a fantasy of 
escape, the Weeknd said, 
to pandemic-era listeners 
in an imagined purgatory 
he likened to gridlock traf- 
fic. The Weeknd channels 
that optimism into songs 
about relationships, and 
not always healthy ones; 
“Sacrifice” is sung by a guy 
who lies to a woman about 
how he’ll never leave, 
while the title of “I Heard 
You’re Married” speaks for 
itself. 

But there’s a sensitivity 
in the music to replace the 
cynicism that defined the 
Weeknd’s earlier material 
— abeliefin the possibil- 
ity of satisfaction rather 
than in the certainty of 
abuse. After “Sacrifice” 
comes “A Tale by Quincy,” 
in which Quincy Jones 
monologues over a creamy 
R&B arrangement about 
how growing up parentless 
impacted his romances 
later in life; after that 
comes “Out of Time,” a 
gorgeous ballad that has 
the Weeknd facing the 
cold truth of a partner’s 
rejection. The situation 
isn’t hopeful but the rami- 
fications are: Here’s aman 
beginning to understand 


the effects of trauma, even 
if only to help next time. 

Other songs showcase a 
similar emotional intelli- 
gence. “Is There Someone 
Else?” draws a moral line 
at sneaking behind some- 
one’s back. “Best Friends” 
levels with a woman 
regarding the precise 
limits of what the narra- 
tor can promise. “Here We 
Go... Again” might be the 
album’s most idealistic cut 
and its most pragmatic, 
with a chorus about will- 
ingly giving into love and 
an endearingly tossed-off 
guest verse by Tyler, the 
Creator about the neces- 
sity of a prenup. 

Compare the cover of 
“Dawn FM,” in which the 
Weeknd is pictured in 
old-age makeup, with the 
bandaged post-op plas- 
tic-surgery look he main- 
tained throughout the 
“After Hours” era, and his 
point seems clear: Some 
problems can be solved 
through artificial interven- 
tion; some simply require 
the perspective afforded by 
maturity. 

What sells this message 
is the Weeknd’s brilliant 
record-making, which 
he undertook here with 
a small crew headed by 
Martin and Daniel Lopa- 
tin (aka Oneohtrix Point 
Never). The songs boogie 
and shimmer just so; the 
melodies ache with long- 
ing and regret. 

Over forget-me-not 
grooves, the Weeknd sings 
more beautifully than he 
ever has on “Dawn FM” — 
not least in the mournful- 
ecstatic “Less Than Zero” 
and “Here We Go... Again,” 
where he lays his tender 
croon against a sumptuous 
choral backdrop provided 
by Bruce Johnston of the 
Beach Boys. 

By all appearances, 2022 
looks to be another hellish 
experience. So maybe it 
makes sense that the year’s 
first great album should be 
a feel-good Weeknd joint. 







ASK AMY 


By Amy Dickinson 


askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter@askingamy 


Friend worries about pandemic’s toxicity 


Dear Amy: I am very 
concerned about a former 
co-worker. 

I met “Gerry” two years 
ago when we were on the 
same project team. 

Gerry was a funny 
person and has been very 
open about her mental 
health struggles. 

After the project ended, 
we went our separate 
ways, but continued to 
follow each other on Insta- 


am. 

When the pandemic hit, 
Gerry would discuss how 
tough the lockdowns were, 
and we would share differ- 
ent recipes, etc. 

Now with the rise of the 
omicron variant, I believe 
that she has spiraled into a 
dark rabbit hole. 

On Instagram, she 
would constantly post 
photos and link the user- 
names of local politicians, 
calling them Nazis because 
of restrictions. 

I reached out to Gerry to 
see if she needed some- 
one to talk to, but I just got 
chewed out and called a 
“privileged (expletive).” 

I have stopped follow- 
ing her Instagram account. 
However, another mutual 
friend mentioned to me 
that Gerry’s posts are 
getting worse — so much 
worse that she was written 
up at work for a particu- 
larly bad one. 

Iam not sure ifI should 
reach out again and offer 
her a friendly shoulder to 
cry on, or if I should cut my 
losses. Your advice? 

— Torn 


Dear Torn: I think you 
should reach out, one more 
time — in aneutral and 
benign way, along the lines 
of: “Hi, I’m checking in. 
I’ve been wondering how 
you're doing lately.” 

If she responds witha 


toxic multidirectional rant, 
you could reply, “I realize 
this is tough; I’m sorry.” 

If she responds witha 
personal attack on you, you 
should not respond, back 
away and be done with 
your involvement. 

If a mutual acquaintance 
reaches out with concerns 
about her, you might 
suggest that the person 
reach out to “Gerry,” 
instead of involving you. 


Dear Amy: Is dating/going 
out with more than one 
person at a time passe? 

You recently printed a 
letter from someone who is 
attracted to someone close 
(geographically) who is in 
a “long-distance” relation- 
ship with someone else. 
While I have no quibble 
with your response as to 
how to go about exploring 
the possibility of establish- 
ing a closer relationship, is 
it possible for the person 
at the center of this trian- 
gle to have a relationship 
(of whatever degree) with 
both people without feel- 
ing guilty? 

Perhaps it was just the 
times I grew up in, the 
50s and ’60s, but there 
was certainly no problem, 
on either side, if I and/or 
the girls I was dating were 
each seeing more than just 
one person. 

At times I was going out 
with three or four girls 
simultaneously. I don’t 
think I was alone in this. 

— Wondering 


Dear Wondering: Gener- 
ally, if you are interested 
in or attracted to some- 
one whom you know is in 
a long-standing monog- 
amous relationship with 
someone else, respect- 
ing that person’s other 
commitment is the most 
ethical thing to do, even if 


HOROSCOPES 


Tarot.com 


Aries (March 21-April 19): 
You may be deferring to an 
authority figure because 
that’s what you think 
everyone else does. Use 
today to talk to the people 
around you about the situ- 
ation — their perspective 
might be more nuanced 
than you expect! 


Taurus (April 20-May 

20): The philosophies 
that guide your life could 
seem inadequate to solve 

a problem for you today. 
Talking to a friend or 
community member may 
help you decide what to do, 
especially if they can see 
the situation from a more 
expansive perspective. Let 
them help you loosen any 
rigid attitudes! 


Gemini (May 21-June 20): 
A situation where you 
engage intensely with 
others could be engross- 
ing for you, to the point 
where you might lose track 
of yourself. While getting 
caught up ina moment like 
this can be enjoyable, make 
sure your involvement 
doesn’t get so deep that 
you’re thrown off track. 


Cancer (June 21-July 22): 
Enhancing your commit- 
ment to a significant rela- 
tionship of any type might 
appeal to you now, but you 
could also be conflicted 
about it. You may still 
want to keep some things 
private, which you might 
worry makes you seem 
less devoted to the other 
person. 


TODAY IN 
HISTORY 


Associated Press 


On Jan.15, 1929, civil rights 
leader Martin Luther King 
Jr. was born in Atlanta. 


In 1967, the Green Bay 
Packers of the National 
Football League defeated 
the Kansas City Chiefs 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22):The 
desire to connect with 
your friends could conflict 
with your responsibilities. 
Keep in mind that if even 
your social life feels like 
yet another obligation you 
have to check off, then you 
might be better off doing 
your own thing. Allowing 
yourself space to rest can 
be transformative. 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Trying to have fun could 
be more complicated than 
you think at the moment, 
as you might discover that 
your idea of what brings 
you joy is out of date. Past 
hobbies may feel shallow - 
consider doing something 
related to your life goals 
instead. Working on that 
could bring you pleasure 
and progress! 


Libra (Spt. 23-Oct. 22): 
Reading up on how to 
handle a complicated 
home or family situation 
could be frustrating for you 
right now. If no one else 
seems qualified to advise 
you, it might be necessary 
to figure out what to do on 
your own. Happily, your 
intuitive sense is probably 
reasonably accurate! 


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
You may feel like your 
peers are talking a lot with- 
out truly saying anything. 
You might be able to tell 
when someone is holding 
back. Asking them directly 
could scare them off, but 
starting a more general 
discussion could give 
them space to carefully 
approach the topic. 


of the American Football 
League 35-10 in the first 
Super Bowl. 


In 1976, Sara Jane Moore 
was sentenced to life in 
prison for her attempt on 
the life of President Ford. 


In1981, the police drama 
series “Hill Street Blues” 
premiered on NBC. 


In 2001, Wikipedia made 
its debut. 


it goes against your own 
self-interest. 

It also happens to be an 
extremely attractive way to 
behave. 

Emotional issues aside, 
awareness of the risk of 
contracting STDs has 
made it important for 
people to be transparent 
about their dating and sex 
lives. 

That having been said, 
seeing more than one 
person at a time is not 
passe. Playing the field is 
basically why the internet 
was invented. 


Dear Amy: I love your 
suggestion to put “a book 
on every bed.” 

I fear however that no 
matter how many books I 
give my great nieces and 
nephew (my surrogate 
grandchildren), that they 
are not read! 

They seem to prefer 
their tablets. 

They are 8-year-old twin 
girls, and a 9-year-old boy. 

Is there any way for me 
to encourage their reading 
from a distance as I do not 
live nearby? Or is giving 
them books the best I can 
do? 

— Loving Aunt 


Dear Aunt: You could start 
a virtual “book club” with 
these kids. Ask the three 
of them to choose a book 
from their collection, and 
then you could set up a 
Zoom or FaceTime session 
where you read together 
and “review” your selec- 
tions. 

Keep your sessions brief, 
fun, and understand that it 
might get zany. 


Copyright 2022 by Amy 
Dickinson 


Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): One of your rela- 
tionships could be going 
through a growth spurt 
now. If you already share 
space with them, you 
might wonder if it makes 
sense to share other 
resources with them too. 
However, you may be 
better off taking things 
more slowly. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): You may be trying to 
get a clearer sense of your 
own identity now. Talking 
with someone you trust 
may help you decide which 
of your obligations you 
can get away with drop- 
ping. While you might be 
caught up in the details, 
the big picture may be 
more clearly visible from 
the outside. 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Expressing yourself may 
be frustrating today, as you 
might be chewing on some 
thoughts that aren’t quite 
ready to be aired. For the 
time being, you could be 
better off pursuing some 
less complicated pleasures, 
like clearing out your to-do 
list. This approach might 
distract you. 


Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Peer pressure could be an 
intense force for you. The 
more important question 
is probably whether or not 
your domestic situation 
works well! If you’ve had a 
good outcome from doing 
something a bit unconven- 
tional, others might benefit 
from hearing about your 
experience. 


In 2009, Capt. Ches- 

ley “Sully” Sullenberger 
ditched his Airbus 320 in 
the Hudson River after 

a flock of birds disabled 
both engines; all 155 people 
aboard survived. 


In 2014, a highly critical 
Senate report declared that 
the deadly September 2012 
assault on the American 
diplomatic compound in 
Benghazi, Libya, could 
have been prevented. 
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THE NEW HUMAN 
RESOURCES POLICY 
REQUIRES EACH 
OF YOU TO EAT THE 
CONTENTS OF YOUR 
RECYCLING BINS 
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WE'LL TURN AROUND 

AND ARRIVE IN TWENTY 
MINUTES! RAISE 
THE OSCAR FLAG! 
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IS IT HARD TO 
FIND YOURSELF? 
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I JUST CAME 
DOWNSTAIRS 
O YELL 


THIS IS NO LONGER YOUR 
TOWN, SANDERSON- 
WE'LL PREPARE YOUR 
FAREWELL SPEECH- 


AND I’M GOING TO 
GUESS YOU ALREADY 
KNOW WHY, DON’T YOU? 
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YOU KEEP SAYING THAT- 
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AND BY “THIS? 
1 ASSUME YOU 
MEAN "BUCKY" 


BUCKY, PLL Give You 
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A DUCK? 
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For Better Or For Worse By Lynn Johnston 
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I’M A WEB 
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Non Sequitur By Wiley Miller 
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EVERYONE THINKS 
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Across 63 Eventnecessi- 10 “__Djinns”: 38 Smoothie King 

1 Handy tension tated by a move, Franck Center NBAer 
reliever perhaps symphonic 39 California state 

11 Kick back 64 Bridge poem fruit 

15 “Aww!” site 11 Century 21 40 Duel 

16 Fair 65 “Why the rival personalities 

17 Places for tears?” 12 Ambitious track 41 Somesleep 
posers wagers onit 

18 Banh mi Down 13 See-through 43 Mall features 
spread 1 Moving device 44 “Ta-da!” 

19 Nonsense multitudes 14 Piccolo 47 Watcheda 

20 Fabric types 2 Speakers often sounds boxer, say 
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crew 3 Dilapidated response after movie sound 

22 Pasture mom digs being doubted and action 

24 Exchange 4 Space-saving 23 Straight up 51 Star __: five- 
membership abbr. 27 Underwater Spice ingredient 

25 Trumpet 5 La Jolla scientific groups 53 Juice amounts? 
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BRIDGE 
BY STEVE BECKER 
North dealer. approaches would fail, and South would go 
Neither side vulnerable. down one. 
» Nese But there is a third line of play, far less 
VA K3 obvious, that has a much better chance of 
#AQ8 succeeding. Declarer simply plays the three 
SJ 5 of hearts from dummy on the opening lead, 
_— oe llowing East to win the trick! This enabl 
aK O9 104 allowing East to win the trick! This enables 
¥108642 V¥OIT75 South to pin his hopes on a 3-2 spade 
#9762 ¢KJ104 division (a 68 percent chance) rather than 
28 #763 on the location of the king of diamonds (a 
SOUTH 50 bcs 
aj5? percent chance). 
¥9 Let’s assume East takes the heart lead 
#53 with the jack and shifts to a trump. South 


AK Q10942 wins with the nine, plays a spade to the 


id an South West ace, discards the J-5 of spades on the A-K 
| a Pass > be Pass of hearts and ruffs a spade high. Declarer 


3 NT Pass 6 & then leads a trump to dummy’s jack and 


Opening lead — four of hearts. ruffs another spade, establishing dummy’s 
Choosin¢ a line 8-7 of spades. South then draws the 
of pia missing trump, crosses to the diamond ace 
and discards his diamond loser on one of 
dummy’s spades to secure the slam. 


JUMBLE 
BY DAVID HOYT AND JEFF KNUREK 


Unscramble these Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


Itis very common P declarer to have a 
choice of two or more ways to play a hand. 
When this happens, the logical solution is 
to try to select the approach that offers 
the best mathematical chance of success. 
You can’t do better than choose the line of 
play that is most likely to win. 

Consider this deal where West leads a 
heart against six clubs. Declarer starts with 
11 sure tricks and is looking for a 12th. How 
should he proceed? 

There is one obvious line of play. That 
is to rely on adiamond finesse; if it works, 
South can discard a spade on a heart and 
can’t lose more than one spade trick. 

Another possibility is to discard a soade 
on ahigh heart and concede a spade trick 
with an eye toward establishing dummy’s 
spades by ruffing the third round of the 
suit. 

But this would put you in an awkward 
position if West won and shifted to 
a diamond. In the actual deal, both 
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Now arrange the circled letters 
©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC to form the surprise answer, as 
All Rights Reserved. suggested by the above cartoon. 
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Jumbles: HONOR PLAID ELIXIR PROFIT 


Answer: His craftmanship and expertise at making 
spears was a — POINT OF PRIDE 
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UCONN WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


Auriemma pleased with renewed 
energy, willpower in recent win 


By Alexa Philippou 
Hartford Courant 


UConn women’s basketball 
coach Geno Auriemma was so 
pleased with the effort his seniors 
came out with in the Huskies’ 
92-47 win Wednesday over Butler 
that, midway through a season 
with more curveballs than a base- 
ball game, he dared aspire that 
“hopefully [the seniors’ perfor- 
mance] is the beginning of a beau- 


UCONN MEN’S 
HOCKEY 


Taking a 
home stand 





Dom Amore 


Trying to find itself 
in string of XL 
games, UConn falls 
to BU in overtime 


HARTFORD — The “Ice 
Bus” has been logging the 
miles, figuratively speaking. 
The UConn men’s hockey 
team has been on the road 
most of the first half of the 
season, so when its bus eased 
to a stop in the basement of the 
XL Center on Friday, it was 
long awaited homecoming. 

“When we have a decent 
crowd in the XL Center, it 
gives us a tremendous advan- 
tage,” coach Mike Cavanaugh 
said this week. “We feed off 
the energy of that crowd. Our 
guys feel comfortable play- 
ing in the building. It’s built 
for hockey. It’s so steep, the 
noise and crowd and energy is 
awesome, it really is.” 

If the Huskies are going 
to make their big move to 
the national stage, it’s likely 
to start here on Main and 
Trumbull, and now would 
be a good time. Their game 
against Boston University on 
Friday night was their first in 
Hartford since Nov. 27, and the 
first of four in arow at the XL 
Center. 

And a decent crowd, 3,596, 
showed up Friday night 
during the semester break and 
waited patiently for something 
to cheer about. With 7:00 left 
in regulation, Chase Bradley 
scored to tie Boston Univer- 
sity, assuring the Huskies at 
least one point in the Hockey 
East standings, but the Terri- 
ers sent them home unhappy 
when Jay O’Brien scored on 
a breakaway off the face-off, 
eight seconds into OT for a 2-1 
victory. 

A tough start to a stretch 
the Huskies have been strug- 
gling for. Their season, with 
12 of the first 17 games on the 
road, has been a study in ups 
and downs, fits and starts. 
Since coming back from the 
long holiday break, week, 
made longer by the pandemic, 
UConn lost at No. 19 Harvard, 
then gained an exhilarating 
5-4 victory at No. 18 Boston 
College on Kevin O’Neil’s 
last-minute goal last Sunday. 

Then during the week they 
fell flat and lost at AIC. The 
Huskies 9-9-0 record, 6-5-0 in 


Turn to Amore, Page 4 


Did you 


Up next 
Xavier at UConn 
. (XL Center) 
bd Noon, SNY 
tiful thing.” 


If Auriemma gets his way, the 
Butler game could be the begin- 
ning of something great in more 
ways than that. Yes, Butler was an 
inferior opponent, but the Huskies 
brought an energy and willpower, 


Hartford Courant 
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especially on defense, that allowed 
them to dictate the game from start 
to finish, a tenacity they haven’t 
had much this season. 

The next step is to ensure that 
this becomes more of a pattern 
than a one-off, and that they bring 
that same passion regardless of the 
opponent. UConn’s next opportu- 
nity to do so comes Saturday at 
noon, when the Huskies (8-3, 3-0 


Turn to UConn, Page 4 
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UConn forward Aaliyah Edwards goes up for a shot against Butler on 
Wednesday in Indianapolis. AJ MAST/AP 


AFC WILD-CARD PLAYOFF PATRIOTS AT BILLS 


PROPERTY \\: 


NEW ENGLAND 
PATRIOTS 


—=y 





Patriots head coach Bill Belichick walks the sideline during the second quarter against the Bills on Dec. 26 at Gillette Stadium in Foxborough, Mass. 
The Patriots face the Bills for the third time this season in an AFC wild-card playoff game. NANCY LANE/BOSTON HERALD 


ON APPROACH ... 


Belichick’s last cards to play against Allen, Bills look very familiar 


AFC wild-card games 


| Patriots 
Sed my at Bills 
© 8:15 p.m. CBS 





THIS WEEKEND’S OTHER GAMES 
Raiders at Bengals, 4:30 p.m. Sat. 
Eagles at Bucs, 1).m. Sun. 

49ers at Cowboys, 4:30 p.m. Sun. 
Steelers at Chiefs, 8:15 p.m. Sun. 
Cardinals at Rams, 8:15 p.m. Mon. 


INSIDE 

= Notebook: Tackle Isaiah Wynn 
is ruled out for Saturday’s game. 
Page 2 

= Breaking it down: A look at key 
players and storylines for the 
Pats-Bills playoff game. Page 3 

w Plus: A preview of Saturday’s 
Raiders-Bengals game. Page 3 


By Andrew Callahan 
Boston Herald 


FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — You 
know there are no more secrets 
between the Patriots and their 
opponent when Bill Belichick is 
sharing his keys to victory with 
the media. 

“T think the key for us is,” Beli- 
chick told reporters Thursday, 
“when we get (the Bills) in third 
down, we’ve got to be able to 
convert on third down. If they 
convert on third down, then liter- 
ally you’re out there all day. That’s 
pretty much what happened in 
the second game.” 

That second game, a 33-21 
Buffalo triumph in Week 16, is 
notable for reasons beyond serv- 


HIGH SCHOOL BOYS BASKETBALL HOOPHALL CLASSIC 
A learning loss as East Catholic falls to national power Mater Dei 


By Shreyas Laddha 
Hartford Courant 


SPRINGFIELD — For East 
Catholic High boys basketball 
coach Luke Reilly, it’s all about 
trusting the process. 

On Friday night his Eagles went 
up against one of the top programs 
in the country at the Spalding 


know? 


HoopHall Classic in Mater Dei 
High of Santa Ana, Calif. They 
came away 73-58 losers. 

While it was a loss, it was an 
opportunity to learn for East Cath- 
olic and improve. 

“The road to a championship 
and the road to becoming a really 
good team and areally good player 
is filled with losses,” Reilly said. 


When a teen driver has a passenger with them, the risk of them 
getting into a fatal car crash doubles. If two or more passengers 
are present, the odds are five times as likely. 


riscassi-davis.com 


131 Oak Street » Hartford, Connecticut 


ing as alesson in how third downs 
work. It shifted the tectonic plates 
underneath the Pats-Bills rivalry. 
That wire-to-wire win all but 
guaranteed a second straight 
division title for the Bills, ratify- 
ing them as the longstanding best 
team in the AFC East. It vapor- 
ized any ghosts that may have 
been lingering in Foxborough 
after Buffalo’s 38-9 beatdown 
last year on Monday Night Foot- 
ball. It underlined the Bills have 
achieved sustained excellence 
and proved they should challenge 
the Patriots for years to come. 
Driving this shift was Josh 
Allen. Before Week 16, Allen’s 
only performance against the 
Patriots was the 2020 Monday 
night embarrassment. But back 


“We’ve been very successful as 
a program, but we cannot forget 
that fact. Losing is what actually 
makes you good. That is part of 
the process. You cannot be afraid 
of that. We want to play teams that 
are better than us and see where 
we line up.” 

While East Catholic shot pretty 
well from 3, 12-for-24, it was their 


RIB RisCassi & Davis 


then, Belichick’s defense was held 
together by league castoffts and 
scotch tape. 

In December, boasting the 
NFL’s top-ranked defense, the 
Pats were still helpless. First, they 
forced Allen into checkdowns 
versus soft zone, a patience test he 
passed by leading scoring drives 
that lasted 10 and 13 plays. Then 
they leaned into more man cover- 
age and introduced more exotic 
looks, which Allen thwarted, too, 
rendering everything Belichick 
threw at him ineffective. 

Which all begs the question: 
what now? 

Which cards can Belichick play 
against a quarterback capable of 


Turn to Patriots, Page 2 


rebounding and defense that was 
its undoing. 

The Eagles were outrebounded 
41-28 and struggled to contain the 
multitude of offensive options the 
Monarchs had. They also lacked 
the size and length to bother the 
tall, athletic Mater Dei players. 


Turn to HoopHall, Page 4 
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NBA ROUNDUP 


Embiid has 25 points, 


Associated Press 


Joel Embiid had 25 points and 
13 rebounds and the 76ers used a 
dominating start to roll to a 111-99 
victory over the Boston Celtics on 
Friday night in Philadelphia. 

Embiid finished five points shy 
of setting a franchise record with 
30 or more points in nine straight 
games. He remains tied with Allen 
Iverson and Wilt Chamberlain for 
the club mark with eight in a row. 

The game turned on Philadel- 
phia’s 28-2 first-quarter run. 

Tyrese Maxey scored 23 points, 
and Tobias Harris and Seth Curry 
each added 17 to help the 76ers win 
for the eighth time in nine games. 

Jaylen Brown scored 21 points 
and Jayson Tatum had 20 for 
Boston. The Celtics had won three 


in arow. 

With both teams playing the 
first half of a back-to-back, Boston 
coach Ime Udoka pulled his start- 
ers with 9:17 left and trailing 89-72. 

Philadelphia led by as many as 
22 points in the first half, and the 
Celtics never cut the margin under 
double-digits after halftime. 

Embiid has been on a tear since 
Dec. 26, upping his season average 
to 27.1 points per game entering 
Friday after a dominating eight- 
game stretch in which he averaged 
32.6 points. 

Things got heated with 28.8 
seconds left in the quarter when 
Josh Richardson fouled Matisse 
Thybulle hard during Thybulle’s 
breakaway try. The players came 
together, but no punches were 
thrown. Richardson, who played 


for the 76ers with Thybulle during 
the 2019-20 season, was assessed a 
Flagrant 1 foul and both Thybulle 
and Grant Williams were issued 
technicals. 

Thybulle was in the middle of 
another Flagrant 1 with 7:35 left 
in the third quarter when Dennis 
Schroder pushed Thybulle from 
behind on his way to a fast-break 
dunk. Thybulle came down hard 
on his back but stayed in the 
game. 

Embiid received a technical 
after scoring and getting fouled 
with 2:19 left in the third for an 
apparent elbow in the direction of 
Payton Pritchard. 

Harden ready to give a shot: 
Instead of taking a big shot, James 
Harden wants to deliver one — 
right into Kyrie Irving’s arm. If 


Irving gets vaccinated against the 
coronavirus, the Brooklyn Nets 
become an almost unstoppable 
offense with three of the most 
dynamic scorers in the NBA. 

If he continues to refuse, the 
Nets might just continue to be a 
team that loses as often as it wins 
at home, where Irving is ineligible 
to play because of New York City’s 
vaccine mandate for professional 
athletes playing in public venues. 

After the Nets looked as good as 
ever in a 138-112 rout of Chicago 
on Wednesday with Irving in the 
lineup, Harden was ready to take 
matters into his own hands to 
make sure his fellow All-Star guard 
could stick around. 

“T’m going to give him the shot,” 
Harden said with a smile. 

A night later, Irving was again 


13 rebounds as 76ers beat Celtics 


away from the team, Kevin Durant 
got a night to rest and the Nets 
were routed 130-109 by the Okla- 
homa City Thunder, falling to 11-11 
at home. 

On the one-year anniversary of 
the blockbuster trade that brought 
Harden to Brooklyn to set up an 
explosive Big Three, the Nets still 
don’t know when they will be able 
to deliver on their promise more 
than half the time. 

“Hopefully towards later in 
the season, or maybe hopefully 
after All-Star break — well, hope- 
fully sooner than that, but I’m 
just speaking after All-Star break 
— hopefully we can have our full 
roster and catch a real rhythm to 
where we know what the hell we 
got in this locker room,” Harden 
said. 


UP NEXT 

Patriots: AFC Wild Card at Bills, Saturday, 8:15 p.m. 
UConn MBB: Butler (XL), Tuesday, 7 p.m.; at Butler, 
Thursday, 9 p.m.; Georgetown (Gampel), Jan. 25, 8:30 p.m. 
UConn WBB: Xavier (XL), Saturday, noon; at Oregon, 
Monday, 5 p.m.; Seton Hall (Gampel), Friday, 7 p.m. 
Celtics: Bulls, Saturday, 8:30 p.m.; Pelicans, Monday, 
12:30 p.m.; Hornets, Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. 

Knicks: at Hawks, Saturday, 7:30 p.m.; Hornets, Monday, 
1p.m.; Timberwolves, Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 

Nets: Pelicans, Saturday, 7:30 p.m.; at Cavaliers, Monday, 
3.m.; at Wizards, Wednesday, 7 p.m. 

UConn hockey: New Hampshire, Friday, 7 p.m.; New 
Hampshire, Jan. 22, 4 0.m.; Merrimack, Jan. 25, 7 p.m. 
Bruins: Predators, Saturday, 1 p.m.; Hurricanes, Tuesday, 
7p.m.; Capitals, Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Rangers: at Flyers, Saturday, 7 p.m.; Maple Leafs, 
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.; at Hurricanes, Friday, 7 p.m. 


Wolf Pack: Laval, Saturday, 7:30 p.m.; Toronto, Wednesday, 


7p.m.; at Hershey, Jan. 22, 7 p.m. 


TV/RADIO 

BASKETBALL 

12 p.m.: Women’s College: Xavier at UConn. (Live), SNY 
12 p.m.: Creighton at Xavier. (Live) FOX 

12 p.m.: Texas Tech at Kansas State. (Live) ESPN2 

12 p.m.: Seton Hall at Marquette. (Live) FS1 

12:30 p.m.: Dayton at Duquesne. (Live) USA 

1p.m.: Florida at South Carolina. (Live) SEC 

1p.m.: Tennessee at Kentucky. (Live) ESPN 

2p.m.: NC State at Duke. (Live) ABC 

2p.m.: West Virginia at Kansas. (Live) CBS 

2p.m.: Arkansas at LSU. (Live) ESPN2 

2 p.m.: Connecticut at Providence. (Live) FS1 

2:30 p.m.: Fordham at Saint Louis. (Live) USA 

3 p.m.: Furman at UT-Chattanooga. (Live) CBSSN 

3 p.m.: Florida State at Syracuse. (Live) ESPN 

3:30 p.m.: Texas A&M at Missouri. (Live) SEC 

4p.m.: Louisville at Pittsburgh. (Live) ACC 

4p.m.: Oklahoma at TCU. (Live) ESPN2 

4:30 p.m.: Rhode Island at Massachusetts. (Live) USA 

5 p.m.: Nevada at Air Force. (Live) CBSSN 

5 p.m.: College Basketball (Taped) ESPN 

6 p.m.: Notre Dame at Virginia Tech. (Live) ACC 

6 p.m.: Alabama at Mississippi State. (Live) SEC 

6 p.m.: Vanderbilt at Georgia. (Live) ESPN2 

7 p.m.: Loyola-Chicago at Indiana State. (Live) CBSSN 
7p.m.: UCF at South Florida. (Live) ESPNU 

7:30 p.m.: New York Knicks at Atlanta Hawks. (Live), MSG 
7:30 p.m.: New Orleans Pelicans at Brooklyn Nets. (Live), 
YES 

8 p.m.: Georgia Tech at North Carolina. (Live) ACC 

8 p.m.: Houston at Tulsa. (Live) ESPN2 

8:30 p.m.: Chicago Bulls at Boston Celtics. (Live), NBCSB 
8:30 p.m.: Auburn at Ole Miss. (Live) SEC 

9 p.m.: San Diego State at New Mexico. (Live) CBSSN 

9 p.m.: Tarleton State at Grand Canyon. (Live) ESPNU 

9 p.m.: Los Angeles Lakers at Denver Nuggets. (Live) NBA 
10 p.m.: Colorado at Arizona State. (Live) ESPN2 

11 p.m.: BYU at San Francisco. (Live) CBSSN 

11 p.m.: Oregon at USC. (Live) FS] 

2a.m.: VCU at St. Bonaventure. (Taped) ESPNU 

2:30 a.m.: Arkansas at LSU. (Taped) SEC 

4a.m.: Tennessee at Kentucky. (Taped) SEC 

BOXING 

10 p.m.: Joe Smith Jr. vs. Steve Geffrard. (Live) ESPN 
1a.m.: Top Rank: Smith Jr. vs. Johnson. (Taped) ESPN2 
EQUESTRIAN 

4p.m.: America’s Day at the Races. (Live) FS1 
FOOTBALL 

9 a.m.: UCF at Louisville. (Taped) ACC 

12 p.m.: ACC Championship -- Pittsburgh vs Wake Forest. 
(Taped) ACC 

12 p.m.: Hula Bowl 2022. (Live) CBSSN 

4:30 p.m.: Las Vegas Raiders at Cincinnati Bengals. (Live) 
NBC 


8:15 p.m.: New England Patriots at Buffalo Bills. (Live) CBS 


GOLF 

6:30 a.m.: Australian PGA Championship, Third Round. 
(Same-day Tape) GOLF 

7 p.m.: Sony Open in Hawaii, Third Round. (Live) GOLF 
2:30 a.m.: Asian Tour Golf Singapore International 
Championship, Final Round. (Same-day Tape) GOLF 
HOCKEY 

1p.m.: Nashville Predators at Boston Bruins. (Live), NESN 
2 p.m.: Washington Capitals at New York Islanders. (Live) 
NHL 

7 p.m.: New York Rangers at Philadelphia Flyers. (Live), 
MSGPlus 

7 p.m.: Toronto Maple Leafs at St. Louis Blues. (Live) 
SPRTNET NHL 

7:30 p.m.: Laval Rocket at Hartford Wolf Pack. (Live), 
Radio: 1410 

10 p.m.: Ottawa Senators at Edmonton Oilers. (Live) 
SPRTNET 

MOTORCYCLE RACING 

10 p.m.: AMA Supercross Monster Energy Series, Round 2. 
(Live) USA 

RUGBY 


10 a.m.: European Champions Cup Rugby Connacht Rugby 


vs Leicester Tigers. (Live) CNBC 

SOCCER 

8 a.m.: Italian Serie B Soccer Pa.m.: vs Crotone. (Live) FSP 
9:30 a.m.: Bundesliga Soccer FC Koln vs Bayern Munich. 
(Live) SPRTNET 

10 a.m.: Premier League Soccer Newcastle United vs 
Watford. (Live) USA 

12:30 p.m.: Premier League Soccer Aston Villa vs 
Manchester United. (Live) NBC 

7:55 p.m.: Futbol Mexicano Primera Divisi6n (Live) UNI 
9:55 p.m.: Futbol Mexicano Primera Divisi6n (Live) UNI 
WINTER SPORTS 

12:30 p.m.: FIS Freestyle Skiing World Cup: Moguls. 
(Same-day Tape) CNBC 

2 p.m.: FIS Freestyle Skiing World Cup: Aerials. (Taped) 
CNBC 





Patriots tackle Isaiah Wynn walks off the field after a game 
against the Tennessee Titans on Nov. 28 in Foxborough, Mass. 
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Pats tackle Wynn is 
ruled out for game 


By Nicole Yang 
Boston Globe 


ORCHARD PARK, NY. — 
The Patriots have ruled out 
starting left tackle Isaiah 
Wynn for Saturday’s wild- 
card game against the Bills. 

Wynn left the regu- 
lar-season finale against the 
Dolphins in the first quarter 
with an ankle injury and did 
not return. He was limited in 
practice Wednesday before 
not participating Thursday 
and Friday. Wynn, 26, also 
has been dealing with a hip 
injury. 

In Wynn’s absence, the 
Patriots could insert Justin 
Herron at left tackle and 
keep the rest of the offensive 
line the same: Ted Karras at 
left guard, David Andrews at 
center, Shaq Mason at right 
guard, and Trent Brown at 
right tackle. 

But they could consider 
shifting things around by 
inserting backup guard 
Michael Onwenu at right 
tackle, where he played 
most of last season, and 
moving Brown to left tackle. 
Onwenu started the season 
at left guard but has since 
been used primarily in sets 
requiring a sixth offensive 
lineman. 

Wynn set a career high 
in playing time this season, 
logging 82.2 percent of the 
offense’s snaps. For the 


GIANTS 


first time in his career, he 
finished a season without 
going on injured reserve. 
Wynn missed his rookie 
season with a torn Achilles’ 
tendon, missed eight games 
in 2019 witha toe injury, and 
missed six games in 2020 
with a knee injury. 

Back to school: Former 
Patriots wide receiver Deion 
Branch is joining the coach- 
ing staff of his alma mater. 

Louisville coach Scott 
Satterfield announced 
Thursday that Branch will 
return to the school as direc- 
tor of player development. 

“To have one of the great- 
est wide receivers to ever 
play at Louisville and a 
former Super Bowl Most 
Valuable Player join our 
staffis a great addition to our 
football program,” Satter- 
field said. “He is a recogniz- 
able name here at Louisville 
— one that our players can 
look up, too.” 

Lost money: No Patriots 
earned first-team All-Pro 
honors, which means 
outside linebacker Matt 
Judon, linebacker Dont’a 
Hightower, and kicker 
Nick Folk did not earn their 
contract incentives. ... There 
have been six divisional 
matchups in the wild-card 
round over the past eight 
postseasons. The lower- 
seeded team went 5-1 in 
those games. 


Patriots 


from Page 1 


beating a defense with his 
arm or legs, a player whose 
improvement as a passer is 
unprecedented in league 
history and, at least for one 
day, checkmated him, the 
greatest coach in the NFL? 

Well, according to safety 
Adrian Phillips, the same 
cards. 

Because for the same 
reason Belichick felt 
comfortable discussing 
keys with reporters — no 
secrets — Phillips could 
disclose Thursday the 
Pats’ game plan will largely 
remain unchanged. 

“Basically it’s tighten- 
ing down on the bolts of 
how we want to play this 
guy, and then you throw a 
little stuff here and there 
just to switch it up a little 
bit,” Phillips said Thurs- 
day. “But they know us, we 
know them. ... The main 
adjustments would just 
be fixing what we messed 
up on last game, and not 
letting that happen again.” 

Phillips’ admission 
undercut a long-held belief 
in New England that Beli- 
chick can simply scheme 
up victories. The truth is 
his brain matters to the 
extent his players can 
carry it to the field, where 
they’ll most certainly be 
shorthanded Saturday. 
Safety Kyle Dugger and 
defensive tackle Christian 
Barmore are both ques- 
tionable with injuries that 
recently caused them to 
miss a week of practice and 
get carted off, respectively. 

The Patriots have limits, 
limits defined by their avail- 
able talent and the prob- 
lems Buffalo will present 
that they must answer. 
Because the Bills’ spread 
offense is captained by 
a Pro Bowl quarterback 
and armed with top-shelf 
weapons, the Pats cannot 
simply line up and win. The 
proof lies under center. 

Since Allen developed 
into a refined passer, 
Buffalo has gone 3-1 against 
Belichick and averaged 
more than 26 points per 
game. This is why the 
Patriots must triumph in 
high-leverage situations 


Saturday, such as third 
down and inside the red 
zone, especially if Allen 
doesn’t gift them any turn- 
overs. 

Because the Bills will 
move the ball, and they 
know how the Pats should 
continue to defend them. 

The Patriots will mix 
their base Cover 3 zone 
with lots of man-to-man 
because like most quar- 
terbacks, Allen performs 
worse against man cover- 
age than zone. They will 
play fewer than 10% of 
their snaps in 3-4 defense 
and more than 80% with 
three-plus cornerbacks 
because that’s been their 
plan, and Buffalo spreads 
the field. And the Pats will 
rush Allen with a contain 
mindset, understanding 
he can do just as much 
damage as arunner as a 
rocket-armed passer. 

“It’s rushing, but pass 
rushing with discipline 
and awareness,” Belichick 
said. “If you miss him and 
he gets loose, that’s going 
to be a big problem.” 

Basically, Saturday night 
will hinge on boring foot- 
ball truisms: fundamentals, 
mental toughness and a 
team’s best players playing 
their best when their best 
is demanded. 

If Matt Judon can 
simply rebound from a 
terrible last month, when 
he recorded only a single 
QB hit, the Patriots’ pass 
rush will sharpen. 

If J.C. Jackson can limit 
Stefon Diggs to fewer than 
seven catches, which he 
grabbed last month in 
Foxboro, the Pats’ pass 
coverage improves. 

“This is exactly what 
(Jackson) wants,’ Phillips 
said. “He wouldn’t have it 
any other way.” 

And if Phillips and Devin 
McCourty can bait Allen 
into an ill-advised throw 
with pre-snap disguise, 
they might catch Allen’s 
first interception against 
the Patriots in more than a 
year. That is how they win. 

Because by now, the 
wrinkles have been ironed 
out. The schemes are 
settled. The time for talk 
and game-planning is over. 

The time for AFC East 
history is nigh. 


Club could benefit from GM-coach package deal 


By Tom Rock 
Newsday 


NEW YORK — The bare- 
foot Giants are in need of 
shoes. 

Sure, they can find a 
different style for each of 
their feet and continue to 
limp along with an awkward 
gait, as they have for most of 
the past decade. A sneaker 
on the left, a boot on the 
right. Technically, that 
would cover their soles and 
solve their problem. 

But for the first time in 
a while, they now have an 
opportunity to slip into a 
matching pair and find an easy, 
comfortable stride with them. 

So while co-owner John 
Mara emphatically stated 
this week that there will 
be “no package deals” to 
bring in a general manager 
and head coach as part of 
a conglomerate to pull the 
team out of its dysfunc- 
tion, it’s hard to believe that 
whomever the Giants hire 
for the front office job won’t 
be arriving with a ready- 
made relationship to the 
on-field arm of the duo. 

“We want to get the 
general manager ideally 


done first and, obviously, 
we'll talk about the candi- 
dates for head coach [during 
the interviews],’ Mara said 
on Wednesday. 

So which potential 
general managers can be 
connected to which head 
coach? 

There are a lot of dots to 
connect for each of them, 
but a few stand out as the 
most practical, expected and 
perhaps ideal for the Giants. 

Each of the men who met 
with the Giants on Thursday 
— Cardinals vice president 
of personnel Quentin Harris 
and Kansas City executive 
director of player personnel 
Ryan Poles — did so witha 
strong head coach possibly 
attached to him. 

For Poles, that would be 
offensive coordinator Eric 
Bieniemy, who has been 
running one of the league’s 
most innovative and produc- 
tive offenses for one of the 
winningest teams the past 
four seasons. 

Harris, like Arizona vice 
president of pro person- 
nel Adrian Wilson, who 
interviewed on Wednes- 
day, could come with Vance 
Joseph, the Cardinals’ 


defensive coordinator. 

The Giants most likely 
will be looking for an offen- 
sive-minded head coach, 
given their struggles in that 
area in recent years. The 
team of Bills assistant vice 
president Joe Schoen and 
offensive coordinator Brian 
Daboll certainly would fill 
that need. 


They also might consider 
a head coach with a defen- 
sive background as long as 
he has an exciting offensive 
coordinator in mind. That 
might be the selling point if 
the Baltimore duo of direc- 
tor of college scouting Joe 
Hortiz and defensive coor- 
dinator Don “Wink” Martin- 
dale intrigues the Giants. 
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SHORTS 
Kings’ trainer makes NHL history 


Aisha Visram is believed to have become the first woman 
to work on the bench of an NHL regular-season game in 
any capacity when she served as athletic trainer for the 
Kings in their win over the Penguins on Thursday night. 
According to the Professional Hockey Athletic Trainers 
Society and Society of Professional Hockey Equipment 
Managers, Visram likely made history when she stepped 
in because three Kings staffers were unavailable because of 
COVID-19 protocols. “That’s great. We need more of that 
in our game,” Kings coach Todd McLellan said. Visram is 
the head trainer for the Kings’ American Hockey League 
affiliate in Ontario, California. She previously worked with 
Adirondack of the ECHL and at St. Lawrence University 
in Canton, New York. McLellan said having Visram on 
the bench was a reminder that it takes more than players 
and coaches for a hockey team to succeed. “I can tell you 
that Aisha is a big part of our organization,” McLellan said. 
“And we don’t talk about these people. We don’t talk about 
the trainers or the equipment people, but she’s mentoring 
with (Kings head athletic trainer) Chris Kingsley and the 
rest of the staff, and accepted a huge role there and does a 





Texans GM defends Culley firing 


Texans general manager Nick Case- 
rio on Friday defended his decision to 
fire head coach David Culley, pictured, 
after just one season, citing differences 
in opinion about the organization’s path 
forward. The Texans announced the 
firings of Culley and offensive coor- 
dinator Tim Kelly on Thursday night 
following a 4-13 season. “When you look at the way we 
played -- the effort and toughness and consistency and 
competitive spirit that we played with -- alot of that should 
be attributed to David,’ Caserio said. “Philosophically, 
there were some things in the end that maybe we saw 
a little bit differently, and that was the impetus for the 
decision that we made yesterday.” Culley’s dismissal left 
only one Black head coach in the NFL, Mike Tomlin of 
the Steelers. Brian Flores was fired this week after lead- 
ing the Dolphins to a 9-8 record. The 66-year-old Culley 
spent 43 seasons as a college and NFL assistant before 
finally getting his first head coaching job. Caserio declined 
to go into details over where he differed with Culley and 


tremendous job, so unreal reward for her.” 


NFL PLAYOFFS AIF'C 


Bengals receiver Ja’Marr Chase (1) raises his arms as he takes the field before a Nov. 28 game in Cincinnati. AARON DOSTER/AP 


stressed that it was his decision to fire him. 





Pick of the litter 


Bengals’ draft picks play a 
key role in their resurgence 


By Mitch Stacy 


Associated Press 


Many in Cincinnati scoffed when 
the Bengals passed on elite Oregon 
offensive tackle Penei Sewell to take 
Ja’Marr Chase with the fifth-overall 
pick in the NFL draft last spring. 

The Bengals sorely needed offensive 
line help, and Sewell seemed an obvi- 
ous choice. Chase, like Sewell, sat out 
the pandemic-shortened 2020 season 
and was perhaps less of asure thing. 

It’s hard to quibble with that call 
now. 

After shaking off some rust, Chase 
emerged as arecord-breaking star and 
leading candidate for Offensive Rookie 
of the Year while helping the Bengals 
(10-7) get to the postseason for the first 
time since 2015. 

“T still have a lot more to do,” Chase 
said. “Hopefully I can break some play- 
off records.” 

The Bengals used the last two drafts 
wisely to add some critical parts and 
proven winners who drove this worst- 
to-first AFC North champion team. 
Taking Burrow with the first overall 
pick in the 2020 draft was a no-brainer. 
He won the Heisman Trophy and a 
national championship with LSU in 
2019. His teammates — half joking, 
half not — nicknamed him “Joey Fran- 
chise.” 

Receiver Tee Higgins, who won a 
national championship at Clemson, 
was a 2020 second-round pick. He’s 
logged nearly 2,000 receiving yards 
in his first two NFL seasons. Third- 
rounder Logan Wilson is the Bengals’ 


best linebacker. 

Then came Chase, reuniting him 
with former LSU teammate Burrow. 

“Well, when we drafted (Chase), 
he said he was going to break all the 
records, and it was hard to know if that 
was going to be true or not,’ Cincin- 
nati coach Zac Taylor said. “He’s put 
himself in a position to do that, not just 
relying on his talent, but becoming a 
professional, really since day one and 
in his consistency over the course of 
the season.” 

Chase broke the team record for 
receiving yards in a season (Chad 
Johnson had 1,440 in 2007), finishing 
the 17-game schedule with 1,455 — just 
18 yards short of the NFL rookie record 
held by Houston’s Bill Groman (1,473 
in 1960). 

“Between Joe and Ja’Marr and I, our 
last couple first-round picks all have 
national championship rings,” noted 
tackle Jonah Williams, the team’s top 
2019 draft pick from Alabama. “And 
there’s a bunch of other guys on the 
team, too, who have been there. That 
feeling of being in a big game isn’t as 
daunting as it might be for people who 
haven’t experienced that.” 

Guard Jackson Carman, a 2021 
second-rounder who also has a 
national championship ring from 
Clemson, was the sixth man on a 
much-improved O-line. Kicker Evan 
McPherson, a fifth-round 2021 pick 
out of Florida, made 85% of his field- 
goal attempts — including 9 of 11 from 
50 yards or more — and could give the 
Bengals some stability there for years 
to come. Taylor said taking proven 
winners has paid off. 

“A lot of them have playoff experi- 
ence that’s very specific to the culture 
and kind of how we want to build 


this team,” he said. “That’s not to say 
you’re not going to take great players 
that played for other college teams that 
weren’t in the playoffs, but we’ve got a 
quarterback and some other guys who 
have been in these types of moments 
before. And I think that carries over to 
a lot of guys who haven’t been in those 
situations.” 

The Raiders, the Bengals’ opponent 
Saturday in the opening round of the 
playoffs, haven’t been quite as lucky. 

The 2020 draft was one of the worst 
in recent memory with the Raiders 
cutting both first-rounders earlier this 
season. The 2021 class has been alittle 
better even though first-round tackle 
Alex Leatherwood was forced to move 
inside to guard and has struggled. 

The Raiders’ top 2020 pick, receiver 
Henry Ruggs III, showed promise on 
the field this season but was released 
after being charged with felonies in 
a DUI crash that killed a 23-year-old 
woman in November. 

Sewell, by the way, went to the Lions 
as the seventh overall pick and had a 
solid rookie season, albeit for a bad 
team. The Bengals’ O-line remains a 
work in progress, but they couldn’t 
be happier with their exciting young 
draftees. 

“You got someone like Franchise 
back there who, when you put the ball 
in his hands is going to make a play, and 
he expects us to do the same,” said tight 
end C.J. Uzomah, a seven-year veteran 
who at 28 is one of the team’s senior 
members. “And you got somebody like 
Ja’Marr over there. The chemistry was 
already there, and now it’s exploding 
and people are seeing just how great 
Ja’Marr is already. It’s fun. It’s a fun 
atmosphere, it’s a fun locker room, it’s 


a fun huddle.” 


ACC commnish says to hold expansion 


Atlantic Coast Conference Commis- 
sioner Jim Phillips, pictured, took the 
strongest public stance yet against 
expanding the College Football Playoff 
by the 2024 season, saying a new post- 
: season format should not be a priority 
p > with so much uncertainty throughout 
college sports. “To the ACC, we don’t 
have a College Football Playoff problem,’ Phillips said 
Friday. “We have a college football and collegiate athlet- 
ics-slash-NCAA problem.” The NCAA is expected to ratify 
a new constitution at its convention next week, paving 
the way for decentralized governance of college sports 
and a transformation of Division I. Phillips cited changes 
to D-I along with the continuing need for federal legis- 
lation regarding name, image and likeness compensa- 
tion for athletes, the lingering ramifications of last year’s 
Supreme Court ruling that struck down the NCAA's limits 
on athletes’ educational benefits, and the possibility of 
athletes organizing. “The membership of the ACC is very 
much aligned in its position that now is not the time to 
expand the College Football Playoff” Phillips said. _—AP 





WILD-CARD PREVIEWS SATURDAY’S GAMES 


Raiders (10-7) 
at Bengals (10-7) 


Time/TV: 4:30 p.m., NBC 

Line: Bengals by 5 2, according to FanDuel SportsBook. 
Series record: Raiders lead 21-12. 

Last meeting: Bengals beat Raiders 32-13 on Nov. 21 in 
Las Vegas. 

Last week: Raiders beat Chargers 35-32, OT; Bengals lost 
to Browns 21-16. 





PLAYERS TO WATCH 

Raiders: OB Derek Carr gets his first shot at the postseason 
after missing the Raiders’ appearance in 2016 with a broken 
leg. Carr’s 127 career starts are the third most for a QB in 
the Super Bowl era without appearing in a playoff game. 
Carr set the Raiders’ single-season record with 4,804 yards 
passing, but hasn’t been at his best the second half of the 
season. Carr ranks 18th in the NFL in passer rating over the 
last 10 weeks with 14 turnovers and only 11 TDs. But he has 
led four of his 30 career winning drives in that span. 
Bengals: WR Ja’Marr Chase had one of the best rookie 
seasons in NFL history and is a leading candidate for 
Offensive Rookie of the Year. His 1,455 yards are the most 
for an NFL rookie in the Super Bowl era. His 81 receptions 
and 13 touchdowns are the most for a Bengals rookie. He 
finished 18 yards short of the NFL rookie record for a single 
season held by Houston’s Bill Groman. 


KEY MATCHUP 

Las Vegas pass rush vs. Cincinnati offensive line: Las 
Vegas has some monster defensive linemen. Maxx Crosby, 
voted a Pro Bowl starter, had 11 pressures and two sacks of 
Chargers OB Justin Herbert. That gave him 101 pressures 
for the season, third most tracked by Pro Football Focus. 
Crosby and Yannick Ngakoue combined for 18 sacks in 2021. 
Injuries have Cincinnati relying on rookies for O-line depth. 


KEY INJURIES 

Raiders: Lost DT Darius Philon to a significant knee injury 
last week in a blow to their run defense. ... TE Darren Waller 
returned last week from a knee injury but had only two 
catches in his first game since Thanksgiving. 

Bengals: OB Joe Burrow has a sore right knee but is 
expected to play. ... Starting guards Quinton Spain and 
Hakeem Adeniji are slowed by ankle injuries but practiced 
this week. ... K Evan McPherson (right groin) is practicing 
again after missing last Sunday’s game. ... CB Ricardo Allen 
is out with a concussion. 

Sam Farmer’s pick: The Raiders are scary because 
they’re capable of pulling off an upset, but Burrow can take 
advantage of that secondary. Bengals 27, Raiders 21 


Patriots (10-7) 
at Bills (11-6) 


Time/TV: 8:15 p.m., CBS 

Line: Bills by 4, according to FanDuel Sportsbook. 

Series record: Patriots lead 77-46-1. 

Last meeting: Bills beat Patriots 33-21 on Dec. 26 in 
Foxborough, Mass. 

Last week: Patriots lost to Dolohins 33-24; Bills beat Jets 
2/-10. 





PLAYERS TO WATCH 

Patriots: RB Damien Harris. He led the Patriots with 929 
rushing yards (10th in the NFL) and tied for second in the 
league with 15 rushing touchdowns, a total that is second 
in team history for a season. He’s rushed for 100 yards in 
each of the two games with Buffalo this season, with four 
touchdowns. 

Bills: RB Devin Singletary. The Bills’ running attack has 
been revived since a 14-10 loss to New England on Dec. 6. 
In the five games since, Singletary has combined for 375 
yards rushing and scored five touchdowns (including one 
receiving), providing Buffalo’s offense more balance. 


KEY MATCHUP 

Patriots CB J.C. Jackson vs. Bills WR Stefon Diggs: Diggs 
led the Bills with 103 catches for 1,225 yards and a career- 
best 10 TDs this season. He joins Tampa Bay’s Mike Evans 
as the only NFL player with 1,000 plus yards receiving and 
six or more TDs in each of the past four seasons. Diggs has 
11 catches on 20 targets in the two matchups with New 
England. The task of slowing him down will fall mostly on 
Jackson, the team’s best one-on-one pass defender and 
ballhawk. Jackson leads the AFC with eight interceptions. 


KEY INJURIES 

Patriots: CB Jalen Mills was placed on the reserve/COVID-19 
list Tuesday and could be unavailable. LT Isaiah Wynn is listed 
as questionable after missing practices on Wednesday and 
Thursday with hip and ankle injuries. DL Christian Barmore is 
also a question mark after leaving the regular-season finale 
with an ankle injury and being limited all week. 

Bills: The Bills are injury-free, with WR Emmanuel Sanders 
set to return after missing two games with a knee injury. 
Sam Farmer’s pick: The Bills offense can go coldasa 
Buffalo winter at times, and if there’s any coach who draw 
up a winning scheme it’s Bill Belichick. Establish the run and 
take the ball out of Josh Allen’s hands. The Bills can let their 
dual-threat quarterback go to work, keeping the Patriots 
honest on defense by tucking the ball and taking off every 
so often. Let that smothering Buffalo stop the run well 
enough to force Mac Jones to win it. Buffalo’s defense is the 
real star here. Go with the better quarterback, especially 
since he’s playing at home. Bills 28, Patriots 20 


— Associated Press 
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
Saturday: vs. Xavier (at 
XL Center), noon, SNY 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 
Tuesday: vs. Butler (at 
XL Center), 7 .m., FS1 











a ty, (ins; a Te 
EZASTBAY. 








East Catholic defenders James Jones (22) and Rob Elliott, left, oressure Mater Dei’s Brady Karich during a Hoop 
Hall Classic game in Springfield on Friday. Karish and Matre Dei, one of the top program’s in the nation from 
Santa Ana, Calif., won the game 78-53. SHREYAS LADDA/HARTFORD COURANT 


HoopHall 


from Page 1 


“This team had guys making 
3s late like it was their job, Reilly 
said. “They are just so deep, and 
we needed some legitimate size 
to be able to compete in this game. 
They just have really good players 
across the entire roster with really 
good size.” 

Zach Davidson was named 
MVP and led Mater Dei’s with 17 
points and nine rebounds. 

Still, Reilly said competing in 
this tournament was a blessing for 
East Catholic. 

“This is a national stage and to 
be part of that is very special and 
unique,” he said. “We go in witha 
mindset that we want to win this 
one, but at the same time, win or 
lose, it is what have you learned? 

“T think from our standpoint, 
it’s another big game for a bunch 
of young guys who haven’t been in 
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a big game. This stage feels like a 
state championship game without 
the pressure of winning or losing.” 

Mater Dei started quick on 
a 14-4 run in the first quarter. 
From there, East Catholic made 
a little run of its own. At the 3:05 
mark in the first quarter, Samson 
Reily got into arhythm and hit his 
first 3. At 2:13, he followed it up 
with another 3. Then finally, his 
teammate Samson Jones added 
another 3 that made it just a 
one-point lead for Mater Dei. The 
Monarchs regained composure 
and ended the quarter up 17-13. 

The second quarter was all 
Mater Dei and its suffocating 
defense that caused severe prob- 
lems for the Eagles, who strug- 
gled to get off quality shots. It took 
until Reilly’s son, Luke Jr., made 
a jumper with 1:27 left in the half 
for the Eagles to get their second 
basket. The Monarchs went into 
the half with a 31-17 lead. 

Bristol Central 53, Springfield 


Central 44: Donovan Clingan had 
a triple-double with 24 points, 16 
rebounds and 10 blocks to lead the 
Rams to victory over one of the 
better programs in Massachusetts in 
alater game atthe HoopHall Classic. 

Clingan, the UConn commit, 
showed impressive moves in the 
post against tough competition 
while commanding the boards 
against an athletic Eagles team. 
Bristol Central played stifling 
defense, holding the Eagles to just 
16-for-63 (25.4%) from the field. 

“My guys really showed some 
toughness,” said Bristol Central 
head coach Tim Barrette. “It’s a 
really good Springfield Central 
team. I am proud of the defensive 
effort if you want to go anywhere. 
To hold them to 44 points, they 
came in here averaging some- 
thing like 88 points a game. I am 
proud of my guys we followed 
that scouting report to a tee and 
I couldn’t be happier with the 
defensive effort.” 





UConn’s Jonny Evans, left, skates away from Boston University’s Matt Brown during a Hockey East game on 
Friday at the XL Center. UCONN ATHLETICS 


Amore 
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Hockey East, seems about right, 
promising but not there yet, just 
outside the national rankings. 

“We’ve got to win more puck 
battles?’ Cavanaugh said. It’s one 
of the little things that has held 
UConn back. 

UConn is looking for more 
production from Jonny Evans, 
one of last season’s standouts, 
who had only two goals through 
15 games. The Huskies do, 
however, have two on the Hobie 
Baker Award watch list, Ryan 
Tverberg and Jachym Kondelik, 
who assisted on Bradley’s goal. 

“Consistently, Jachym’s been 
our best player all year long,” 
Cavanaugh said. “We think the 
world of him as a player. He’s 
certainly a kid we wouldn’t trade 
for anybody. Ryan’s had a break- 


out year, leading the league in 
scoring for a while. 

However, as Cavanaugh 
pointed out, it’s way too early 
to think about end-of-sea- 
son awards, with two solid 
months of hockey, and most of 
the conference schedule to be 
played. That’s where these next 
few weeks come in, as the home/ 
road imbalance evens out. 

UConn plays at the XL Center 
twice next weekend against New 
Hampshire, and again Jan. 25 
vs. Merrimack. Then comes the 
Connecticut Ice Event, return- 
ing to Bridgeport, against Yale 
Jan. 29 and with Sacred Heart or 
Quinnipiac, ranked No. 2, on the 
Jan. 30. 

Connecticut Ice was one of 
those events COVID took away 
in 2020 and 21, a platform for 
growing the game’s relevance 
and popularity in the state. As it 
restarts, Cavanaugh makes no 


secret of where he’d like to see it 
— in Hartford. 

“One hundred percent,” he 
said. “Not only is it a great venue 
for it, it will draw bigger crowds 
and, especially with the way 
they’ve closed Pratt Street down, 
youre giving people a venue to 
entertain themselves before and 
after games. I hope it goes [to 
XL] in the future, or at least that 
we try it in the future.” 

After leaving Bridgeport this 
time, the Ice Bus returns to Hart- 
ford on Feb. 4 for a game against 
Providence. 

That reads like an ideal itin- 
erary for kick-starting a season, 
three weeks for UConn to 
address its flaws, translate its 
potential offensive firepower 
into goals, find its path to victo- 
ries and develop an identity. 


Dom Amore can be reached at 
damore@courant.com 
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Big East) host Xavier (6-8, 1-4) in 
Hartford. It is also its final tune-up 
before a tough nonconference 
matchup Monday at Oregon. The 
Musketeers’ sole conference win 
this season was a 22-point victory 
over Butler. 

Here’s what else you need to 
know about the matchup. 


The basics 


UConn vs. Xavier 

Time: Noon Saturday 

Site: XL Center, Hartford 

Series: UConn leads 3-0 

Last meeting: No. 1 UConn 
dominated Xavier 83-32 on Feb. 20, 
2021, in Cincinnati 

TV: SNY (Allen Bestwick, Meg 
Culmo, Maria Marino) 

Live Stream: In-market SNY 
viewers with access to the network 
can watch via the NBC Sports 

app: stream.nbcsports.com/rsn/ 
sny. Out-of-market viewers can 
watch on the Fox Sports App or at 
www.foxsports.com as well as on 
the FOX Now app or at www.fox. 
com/sports. The games might not 
appear on those sites until right 
around tipoff. 

Radio: UConn IMG Sports Network 
on 97.9 ESPN (Bob Joyce, Debbie 
Fiske) 


Xavier (6-8, 1-4) 
probable starters, 


sixth man 

Ayanna Townsend, F, 6-2, R-Jr.; 
Mikayla Hayes, C, 6-3, Gr.; Shaila 
Beeler, G, 5-7, Jr.; Kae Satterfield, G, 
6-0, Jr.; Mackayla Scarlett, G, 5-10, 
So.; Shelby Calhoun, G, 5-11, So. 


UConn (8-3, 3-0) 
probable starters, 


sixth man 

Christyn Williams, G, 5-11, Sr.; Olivia 
Nelson-Ododa, F, 6-5, Sr.; Dorka 
Juhasz, F, 6-5, Gr.; Caroline Ducharme, 
G, 6-2, Fr.; Nika Muh, G, 5-10, So.; 
Evina Westbrook, G, 6-0, R-Sr. 


The matchup 


UConn’s offense: Their last time 
out, UConn’s seniors had their best 
collective performance in some 
time, with Williams and Nelson- 


Ododa scoring 19 points apiece 
and Westbrook chipping in 13 off 
the bench on 3-for-7 shooting from 
the arc. The Huskies are looking for 
more of that to create a balanced 
offensive attack that will make 
them that much tougher to beat. 
UConn’s defense: The defense is 
UConn’s strong suit this season, 
especially without Paige Bueckers. 
The Huskies forced turnovers on 
one-third of Butler’s possessions 
Wednesday, in part spurred by Muhl 
presence. They'll look to bring that 
pressure and intensity early and 
often moving forward. 

Xavier’s offense: Xavier is 
averaging 67.4 points per game 

on 41.5% shooting. Its top scorer 
this season, Nia Clark (14.1 points 
per game), hasn’t taken the court 
since Dec. 19, missing the last three 
games. Her status for Saturday is 
unknown. Calhoun and Satterfield 
are the Musketeers’ other top 
scorers at 10.7 and 10.1 points per 
game. 

Xavier’s defense: The Musketeers 
allow more points on average 

than they score, with opponents 
putting up 71.1 points per game on 
40.5% shooting. Satterfield and 
Townsend collect 13.2 rebounds per 
game combined, but UConn should 
have the advantage on the glass, 
especially offensively. 

UConn keys: The Huskies had 
arguably their most complete game 
of the season Wednesday versus 
Butler and were able to dictate the 
way the game was played from 
start to finish. Can they replicate 
that effort this weekend? 

Players to watch: Auriemma liked 
what he saw from starting Muhl 
and, for the first time in her UConn 
career, bringing Westbrook off the 
bench. Assuming he goes with that 
lineup again, will it continue to serve 
both players and the team asa 
whole well? 

About Xavier’s coach: Melanie 
Moore is in her third season at 
Xavier, her first stint as ahead 
coach, and entered 2021-22 witha 
8-37 record. Her previous stops on 
the coaching trail included Michigan 
and Princeton. 

Xavier’s mascot: D’Artagnan, Blue 
Blob. 

Famous alumni: Former politician 
John Boehner, former NBA player 
Tyrone Hill and U.S. Permanent 
Representative to NATO Julianne 
Smith. 


Alexa Philippou can be reached at 
aphilippou@courant.com 


WOMEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Big-name programs are 
returning to prominence 


Associated Press 


Kellie Harper is working to return 
the Tennessee women’s basket- 
ball program back to being a title 
contender and has the Lady Vols 
closer to their traditionally elite 
status. 

She’s got company at other 
big-name programs, too. 

The Lady Vols are ranked fifth in 
Harper’s third season at her alma 
mater. Tennessee is among a group 
of AP Top 25 teams returning to 
prominence after recent coaching 
changes. Teams like No. 12 LSU, No. 
15 Georgia Tech, No. 16 Duke, No. 20 
Notre Dame, No. 21 North Carolina 
and No. 23 Oklahoma are thriving 
and primed to make a postseason 
impact under coaches hired since 
2019. 

Two of those teams, UNC and 
Notre Dame, meet Sunday. 

“You don’t just push a button 
and win games,” Harper said after 
Thursday’s win at Vanderbilt. 
“There’s a lot that goes into it, a lot 
on the court, off the court, you have 
the right personnel. You’ve got to 
have the right system. ... There’s a 
lot of basketball left to be played, so 
we're looking at it as that’s a lot of 
opportunities for growth for us.” 

As Harper noted, there’s still 
about two months left until Selec- 
tion Sunday. Yet these teams have 
put themselves in contention to 
host early round NCAA Tourna- 
ment games. 

“The teams we're talking about 
are actually a part of the conversa- 


tion on the national scene now,” said 
Debbie Antonelli, a college basket- 
ball analyst for multiple outlets, 
including ESPN. 

“Tennessee wasn’t in the mix to 
goto the Final Four. North Carolina, 
Duke, they weren’t in the mix to go 
to the Final Four. Oklahoma wasn’t 
discussed as atop-16 team that could 
host the first and second round. And 
that’s the big key in the women’s 
game, that’s a huge piece of it.” 

So far, the Lady Vols (16-1) are 
best positioned for that along with 
the Tigers (16-2). LSU lured three- 
time national champion and Hall of 
Famer Kim Mulkey from Baylor last 
spring to spark a program that hasn’t 
won an NCAA Tournament game 
since 2014. 

At Georgia Tech, third-year coach 
Nell Fortner took the Yellow Jack- 
ets (13-3) to the Sweet 16 last year in 
the program’s first NCAA trip since 
2014. She has also provided stability 
after the school fired longtime coach 
MaChelle Joseph, while Courtney 
Banghart took over at North Caro- 
lina around the same time following 
a tumultuous period resulting in the 
resignation of Hall of Fame coach 
Sylvia Hatchell. 

Duke (11-3) is ranked this year 
for the first time since the 2018-19 
preseason poll. 

At Notre Dame, second-year 
coach Niele Ivey has the Fight- 
ing Irish (12-3) rolling again after 
it posted a losing record in Hall 
of Famer Muffet McGraw’s final 
season followed by a 10-10 season 
in Ivey’s debut. 


Safety Tip of the Day 


Turn your headlights on about an hour before dusk. 


This action makes it easier for you to see as the sun sets, 


but also makes you more visible to other drivers. 


dB) RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 





riscassi-davis.com 


131 Oak Street * Hartford, Connecticut 
860.522.1196 * 800.344.5297 


SCOREBOARD 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC Ww  L PCT GB 
Brooklyn 26 15 .634 — 
Philadelphia 24 17 .585 2 
Toronto 20 18 .526 4% 
New York 21 21 .500 5% 
Boston 21 22 = .488 6 
SOUTHEAST W L PCT GB 
Miami 26 15 .634 — 
Charlotte 23 20 = .535 4 
Washington 22 20 .524 4% 
Atlanta 17 23 .425 8% 
Orlando 8 35 .186 19 
CENTRAL Ww LL PCT GB 
Chicago 27 12 =«.692 — 
Milwaukee 27 17 614 2% 
Cleveland 24 18 .571 4% 
Indiana 15 28 .349 14 
Detroit 9 31 .225 18% 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

SOUTHWEST W L PCT GB 
Memphis 30 14 .682 - 
Dallas 22 19 .537 6% 
New Orleans 16 26 .381 13 
San Antonio 15 26 .366 13% 
Houston 12 31 .279 17% 
NORTHWEST W L PCT’ GB 
Utah 28 14. .667 — 
Denver 21 19 .525 6 
Minnesota 20 22 .476 8 
Portland 16 25 .390 11% 
Oklahoma City 14 27 .341 13% 
PACIFIC W L PCT GB 
Phoenix 32 9 .780 — 
Golden State 30 11 = .732 2 
L.A. Lakers 21 21 .500 11% 
L.A. Clippers 21 22 .488 i? 
Sacramento 17 27 .386 16% 


FRIDAY’S RESULTS 


Philadelphia 111, Boston 99 
Orlando 116, Charlotte 109 
Phoenix 112, Indiana 94 
Detroit 103, Toronto 87 
Golden State at Chicago, late 
Atlanta at Miami, late 
Cleveland at San Antonio, late 
Dallas at Memphis, late 
Houston at Sacramento, late 


SATURDAY’S GAMES 

Toronto at Milwaukee, 6:30p.m. 
Portland at Washington, 7p.m. 
New Orleans at Brooklyn, 7:30p.m. 
New York at Atlanta, 7:30p.m. 
Cleveland at Oklahoma City, 8p.m. 
Philadelphia at Miami, 8p.m. 
Chicago at Boston, 8:30p.m. 

L.A. Clippers at San Antonio, 8:30p.m. 
L.A. Lakers at Denver, 9p.m. 
Orlando at Dallas, 9:30p.m. 


THURSDAY’S RESULTS 
Milwaukee 118, Golden State 99 
New Orleans 113, L.A. Clippers 89 
Memphis 116, Minnesota 108 
Oklahoma City 130, Brooklyn 109 
Denver 140, Portland 108 


NBA SATURDAY 
FAVORITE LINE 0/U UNDERDOG 
at Milwaukee off (off) Toronto 


at Washington off 
at Brooklyn off 
at Atlanta off 
at Okla. City off 
at Miami off 
at Boston off 


(off) Portland 
(off) New Orleans 
(off) New York 
(off) Cleveland 
(off) Philadelphia 
(off) Chicago 


at San Antonio off (off) LAClippers 
at Denver off (off) LA Lakers 
at Dallas off (off) Orlando 
NFL WILD CARD SATURDAY 
FAVORITE LINE O0/U UNDERDOG 
at Cincinnati 5% (48%) Las Vegas 
at Buffalo 4¥2 (44) New England 

SUNDAY 


atTampa Bay 8% 
at Dallas 3 
at Kansas City 12% 


at LA Rams 3% 


(45/2) Philadelphia 
(51) San Francisco 
(46) Pittsburgh 


MONDAY 


(4912) Arizona 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL SATURDAY 


FAVORITE 

at Michigan St. 8% 
at Xavier OV 
Texas Tech 5% 
Dayton 32 
Oakland 62 
Florida 4 
VMI 2 
at Kentucky 5% 
Wofford 9 
at Mercer Wa 
Texas 2 
at N. DakotaSt. 6 
at LSU rg 
Morehead State7'2 
at Duke 14 
at Yale 5% 
at Hofstra 5 


at Co. Carolina 4% 
Miami (Ohio) 11% 


SMU 2 
at Kansas 112 
Harvard 10 


at Pennsylvania42 
at Northeastern 1 
atSaintLouis 13 
at Chattanooga 3 
SF Austin Vz 
at S. Dakota St. 1812 
at Samford 2 
at Milwaukee 13% 
at Syracuse 22 
at UT Arlingtn 6% 
Texas A&M 5 
at Cleveland St.52 
at W. Kentucky 1/2 


at Lamar 62 
atCharlotte 13% 
Memphis t 

at UAB 14% 
Gonzaga 14% 
Oklahoma v2 

Towson 5 

at Wash. St. 82 
Louisville 32 
UC Riverside 2% 


JMU 10% 
at Virginia 3% 
Rhode Island 3 
Tennessee Tech 1/2 
Eastern Michigan 
at Belmont 5% 
at S. Dakota 8 


Nevada 8 
Toledo 3 
Missouri State 4 
at Baylor 1312 


at Texas State 3% 
atS.Alabama 7% 
Boise State 9 
at New Mexico St. 
Stanford 2 
Colorado State 11'2 
at Mississippi St. 
at Virginia Tech 6 
Vanderbilt 5 
at Middle Tenn. 7/2 
at Clemson 10 
Loyola(Ch.) 9% 
at Lg Beach St. 7% 
UCF 9 
at Ynstwn St. PK 
at Old Dominion 4 
UIC 1 
Northern Kentucky 


LINE UNDERDOG 


Northwestern 
Creighton 
at Kansas State 
at Duquesne 
at Fort Wayne 
at S. Carolina 
at Citadel 
Tennessee 
at W. Carolina 
UNC Greensboro 
at lowa State 
Western Illinois 
Arkansas 
at Tennessee St. 

NC State 
Cornell 
Delaware 
Appalachian State 
at W. Michigan 
at Tulane 
West Virginia 
at Columbia 
Dartmouth 
Drexel 
Fordham 
Furman 
at Sam Houston 
Denver 
E. Tennessee St. 
JUPUI 
Florida State 
UL Monroe 
at Missouri 
Detroit Mercy 
North Texas 
Chicago State 
UTSA 
at E. Carolina 
Florida Atlantic 
at Santa Clara 
at TCU 
at Elon 
Cal 
at Pittsburgh 

at CSU Bakersfield 
at William & Mary 
Wake Forest 
at UMass 
at UT Martin 
he at N. Illinois 
Murray State 
Omaha 
at Air Force 
at Bowling Green 
at Valparaiso 
Oklahoma State 
Louisiana 

Georgia Southern 
at New Mexico 
7% Abil. Christian 
at Washington 


at San Jose State 
PK Alabama 
NotreDame 

at Georgia 

Florida Int’l 


Boston College 
at Indiana State 
CSU Northridge 

at S. Florida 
Wright State 

UTEP 

at Green Bay 

2% at Robt Morris 


at Marshall 32 Rice 
at S. Illnois PK Northern lowa 
at Arizona 20% Utah 
at idaho State 3% Idaho 
OralRoberts 4% at UMKC 
Houston 10 at Tulsa 
atPepperdine 4 Portland 
atN.Carolina 12% Georgia Tech 
NHL SATURDAY 
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG Line 
at Carolina -220 Vancouver +180 
at Boston -152 Nashville +126 
Washington = -132: at NY Isl. +110 
at Florida -280 Columbus +225 
New York -152 at Phila. +126 
Toronto -134 atSt.Louis +112 
at Tampa Bay -205 Dallas +168 
at Detroit -196 Buffalo +162 
at Chicago -134 Anaheim +112 
Colorado -315 atArizona +245 
Los Angeles  -138 at Seattle +115 
atEdmonton -235 Ottawa +190 
Pittsburgh -176 atSanJose +146 


For the latest odds, go to FanDuel 
Sportsbook, https://sportsbook. 


fanduel.com/ 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC GPW L OT PTS GF GA 
Tampa Bay 39 25 95 55 132 112 
Florida 36 24 75 53 142 108 
Toronto 35 23 93 49 117 88 
Boston 34 21 11 2 44 107 87 
Detroit 38 16 17 5 37 101 128 
Buffalo 36 1119 6 28 96 126 
Ottawa 30 10 18 2 22 83 108 
Montreal 36 7245 19 76 131 
METRO. GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
N.Y.Rangers 38 24 10 4 52 110 94 
Carolina 34 24 82 50 115 79 
Washington 37 20 8 9 49 125 104 
Pittsburgh 36 21105 47 118 96 
Columbus 35 1717 1 35 114 122 
Philadelphia 36 13 16 7 33 92 122 
New Jersey 37 14 18 5 33 107 129 
N.Y. Islanders 29 1112 6 28 67 82 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

CENTRAL GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Nashville 38 24 12 2 50 118 103 
St. Louis 37 22 10 5 49 128 99 
Colorado 33 22 8 3 47 143 109 
Minnesota 33 21 10 2 44 122 102 
Winnipeg 341712 5 39 102 99 
Dallas 33 18 13 2 38 97 96 
Chicago 37 1418 5 33 90 123 
Arizona 34 823 3 19 74 129 
PACIFIC GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Vegas 39 23 14 2 48 138 117 
Anaheim 39 19 13 7 45 117 110 
LosAngeles 37 19 13 5 43 106 96 
San Jose 38 20 17 1 41 105 117 
Calgary 34 17 11 6 40 105 87 
Edmonton 34 18 14 2 38 113 111 
Vancouver 36 1617 3 35 93 104 
Seattle 36 10 22 4 24 98 133 


NOTE: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 


FRIDAY’S RESULTS 

Dallas at Florida, late 
Anaheim at Minnesota, late 
Arizona at Colorado, late 
Vegas at Edmonton, ppd 


SATURDAY’S GAMES 

Nashville at Boston, 1p.m. 
Vancouver at Carolina, 1p.m. 
Washington at N.Y. Islanders, 2p.m. 
Columbus at Florida, 6p.m. 

Buffalo at Detroit, 7p.m. 

Dallas at Tampa Bay, 7p.m. 

N.Y. Rangers at Philadelphia, 7p.m. 
Toronto at St. Louis, 7p.m. 
Anaheim at Chicago, 8:30p.m. 
Colorado at Arizona, 9p.m. 

Los Angeles at Seattle, 10p.m. 
Ottawa at Edmonton, 10p.m. 
Pittsburgh at San Jose, 10:30p.m. 
New Jersey at Montreal, ppd 
Ottawa at Winnipeg, ppd 

Vegas at Calgary, ppd 


SUNDAY’S GAMES 
Vancouver at Washington, 2p.m. 
Edmonton at Winnipeg, ppd 


THURSDAY’S RESULTS 
Columbus 6, Carolina 0 
Tampa Bay 4, Vancouver 2 
Boston 3, Philadelphia 2 
Winnipeg 3, Detroit 0 

N.Y. Islanders 3, New Jersey 2 
St. Louis 2, Seattle 1 
Buffalo 4, Nashville 1 
Chicago 3, Montreal 2(OT) 
Ottawa 4, Calgary 1 

N.Y. Rangers 3, San Jose 0 
Los Angeles 6, Pittsburgh 2 


LATE THURSDAY: 
PGA TOUR SONY OPEN HAWAII 


1st of 4 rounds, Waialae CC,Honolulu, 
Hawaii, 7,044 yards; Par 70 


Kevin Na 29-32-61 -9 
Jim Furyk 32-30-62 -8 
Russell Henley 30-32-62 -8 
Kevin Chappell 32-31-63 -7 
Patton Kizzire 31-32-63 -7 
Michael Thompson 32-31-63 -7 
Seamus Power 32-31-63 -7 
Haotong Li 31-32-63 -7 
Tyler Duncan 31-33-64 -6 
J.T. Poston 32-32-64 -6 
Ryan Palmer 33-31-64 -6 
Matt Kuchar 32-32-64 -6 
Corey Conners 33-31-64 -6 
Jason Kokrak 31-33-64 -6 
Adam Svensson 33-31-64 -6 
Vaughn Taylor 32-33-65 = -5 
Maverick McNealy 32-33-65 -5 
Billy Horschel 34-31-65 -5 
Sahith Theegala 33-32-65 = -5 
Andy Ogletree 32-33-65 = -5 


Christiaan Bezuidenhout32-33—65 -5 


Davis Riley 30-35-65 -5 
Dylan Wu 35-30-65 -5 
Kramer Hickok 33-33-66 -4 
Tom Hoge 33-33-66 -4 
Sepp Straka 31-35-66 -4 
Brandt Snedeker 32-34-66 -4 
Abraham Ancer 33-33-66 -4 
Harris English 32-34-66 -4 
Hideki Matsuyama 34-32-66 -4 
Erik van Rooyen 34-32-66 -4 
Takumi Kanaya 33-33-66 -4 
Paul Barjon 33-33-66 -4 
Stephan Jaeger 34-32-66 -4 
Kyle Stanley 32-34-66 -4 
Chris Kirk 34-32-66 -4 
Cam Davis 35-31-66 -4 
Kevin Tway 34-32-66 -4 
Vince Whaley 34-32-66 -4 
Brian Harman 34-33-67 -3 
Cameron Percy 34-33-67 -3 
Russell Knox 33-34-67 -3 
Brendon Todd 33-34-67 -3 
Keith Mitchell 32-35-67 -3 
Wesley Bryan 34-33-67 -3 
Webb Simpson 34-33-67 -3 
Bo Van Pelt 33-34-67 -3 
Aaron Rai 35-32-67 = -3 
Chad Ramey 33-34-67 -3 
Trey Mullinax 32-35-67 -3 
Alex Smalley 32-35-67 -3 
Beau Hossler 32-35-67 -3 
Lucas Glover 34-33-67 -3 
Marc Leishman 33-34-67 -3 
Robert Streb 36-31-67 -3 
Cameron Smith 32-35-67 -3 
Talor Gooch 33-34-67 -3 
Greyson Sigg 33-34-67 -3 
Keita Nakajima 32-35-67 -3 
Hayden Buckley 34-33-67 -3 
Justin Lower 32-35-67 -3 
Sam Ryder 33-35-68 -2 
Andrew Putnam 33-35-68 -2 
Hudson Swafford 33-35-68 -2 
Martin Trainer 32-36-68 -2 
Si Woo Kim 34-34-68 -2 
Kevin Kisner 34-34-68 -2 
Richy Werenski 32-36-68 -2 
David Lipsky 36-32-68 -2 
Callum Tarren 33-35-68 -2 
Brandon Wu 33-35-68 -2 
Luke Donald 34-34-68 -2 
Stewart Cink 35-33-68 -2 
Henrik Norlander 33-35-68 -2 
Jim Knous 33-35-68 -2 
Brett Drewitt 33-35-68 -2 
Joseph Bramlett 33-35-68 -2 
Ben Kohles 35-33-68 -2 
Seth Reeves 34-34-68 -2 
Garrett Okamura 35-33-68 -2 
Brendan Steele 36-33-69 -1 
Harry Higgs 33-36-69 -1 
Keegan Bradley 35-34-69 -1 
Brian Gay 33-36-69 -1 
K.H. Lee 36-33-69 -1 
Kelly Kraft 36-33-69 -1 
Jerry Kelly 34-35-69 -1 
Chesson Hadley 35-34-69 -1 
J.J. Spaun 35-34-69 -1 
Bill Haas 33-36-69 -1 
Rory Sabbatini 33-36-69 -1 
Joel Dahmen 35-34-69 -1 
Charles Howell Ill 35-34-69 -1 
Jimmy Walker 36-33-69 -1 
Sung Kang 34-35-69 -1 
William McGirt 36-33-69 -1 
Emiliano Grillo 36-33-69 -1 
Kurt Kitayama 33-36-69 -1 
Lee Hodges 35-34-69 -1 
Hank Lebioda 34-36-70 E 
Brian Stuard 36-34-70 E 
Branden Grace 34-36-70 E 
Adam Long 37-33-70 E 
Adam Schenk 34-36-70 E 
Austin Smotherman 34-36-70 E 
Nick Hardy 33-37-70 E 
Dawie van der Walt 33-37-70 E 
Kevin Carll 35-35-70 £E 
Scott Gutschewski 34-36-70 E 
Mark Hubbard 35-35-70 E 
Ryan Moore 35-35-70 E 
Nate Lashley 35-35-70 E 
Graeme McDowell 35-35-70 E 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


MEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

No. 1 Baylor (15-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Oklahoma St., Saturday. 

No. 2 Gonzaga (13-2) did not play. Next: 
at Santa Clara, Saturday. 

No. 3 UCLA (10-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
Oregon St., Saturday. 

No. 4 Auburn (15-1) did not play. Next: 
at Mississippi, Saturday. 

No. 5 Southern Cal (14-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. Oregon, Saturday. 

No. 6 Arizona (13-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Utah, Saturday. 

No. 7 Purdue (14-2) beat Nebraska 
92-65. Next: at No. 25 Illinois, Monday. 
No. 8 Duke (13-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
NC State, Saturday. 

No. 9 Kansas (13-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. West Virginia, Saturday. 

No. 10 Michigan St. (14-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. Northwestern, Saturday. 

No. 11 Houston (14-2) did not play. 
Next: at Tulsa, Saturday. 

No. 12 LSU (15-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Arkansas, Saturday. 

No. 13 Wisconsin (14-2) did not play. 
Next: at Northwestern, Tuesday. 

No. 14 Villanova (12-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. Butler, Sunday. 

No. 15 lowa St. (13-3) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 21 Texas, Saturday. 

No. 16 Ohio St. (10-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. Penn St., Sunday. 

No. 17 Xavier (12-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. Creighton, Saturday. 

No. 18 Kentucky (13-3) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 22 Tennessee, Saturday. 
No. 19 Texas Tech (13-3) did not play. 
Next: at Kansas St., Saturday. 

No. 20 Seton Hall (11-4) did not play. 
Next: at Marquette, Saturday. 

No. 21 Texas (13-3) did not play. Next: 
at No. 15 lowa St., Saturday. 

No. 22 Tennessee (11-4) did not play. 
Next: at No. 18 Kentucky, Saturday. 

No. 23 Providence (14-2) did not play. 
Next: at No. 20 Seton Hall, Tuesday. 
No. 24 Alabama (11-5) did not play. 
Next: at Mississippi St., Saturday. 

No. 25 Illinois (12-3) vs. Michigan. Next: 
vs. No. 7 Purdue, Monday. 


FRIDAY’S SCORES 

Buffalo 74, Ball St. 68 

Hawaii 72, UC Irvine 56 

lona 88, Manhattan 76 

Minn. Duluth 86, WinonaSt. 71 
Purdue 92, Nebraska 65 
Rochester 78, Chicago 52 


MEN’S SCORING AVERAGE 
Through Thursday 

Player, Team POS PPG 
Keegan Murray, lowa F 23.9 


Antoine Davis, Detroit-Mercy G 23.1 
Max Abrams, Oral Roberts G 22.9 
Kofi Cockburn, Illinois C 22.0 
Johnny Davis, Wisconsin G 21.7 
Malachi Smith, Chattanooga G 21,5 
Darius McGhee, Liberty G 21.3 
Julian Champgnie, St. John’s F 21.2 
J. Freeman-Liberty, DePaul G 21.1 
Ty Gordon, Nicholls G 21.0 
Kendric Davis, SMU G 20.9 
Anotnio Reeves, Illinois St. G 20.9 
Terrell Brown Jr., WashingtonG 20.7 
Alondes Williams, Wk.Forest G 20.7 


Peter Kiss, Bryant G 20.6 
Ochai Agbaji, Kansas G 20.6 
WOMEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 


No. 1. South Carolina (16-1) did not 
play. Next: at Arkansas, Sunday. 

No. 2. Stanford (11-3) at No. 22 Colo- 
rado. Next: at Utah, Sunday. 

No. 3. Louisville (14-1) beat Syracuse 
84-71. Next: at Boston College, Sunday. 
No. 4. NC State (15-2) beat Virginia 
88-43. Next: vs. No. 16 Duke, Sunday. 
No. 5. Tennessee (16-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 19 Kentucky, Sunday. 

No. 6. Indiana (13-2) did not play. Next: 
at Purdue, Sunday. 

No. 7. Arizona (12-1) did not play. Next: 
at Oregon, Saturday. 

No. 8. Maryland (12-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 11 Michigan, Sunday. 

No. 9. lowa St. (15-1) did not play. Next: 
at Oklahoma St., Saturday. 

No. 10. UConn (8-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. Xavier, Saturday. 

No. 11. Michigan (14-2) did not play. 
Next: at No. 8 Maryland, Sunday. 

No. 12. LSU (16-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
Vanderbilt, Sunday. 

No. 13. Texas (11-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. West Virginia, Saturday. 

No. 14. Baylor (10-4) did not play. Next: 
at Kansas, Sunday. 

No. 15. Georgia Tech (13-3) did not 
play. Next: at Miami, Sunday. 

No. 16. Duke (11-3) did not play. Next: 
at No. 4 NC State, Sunday. 

No. 17. Georgia (13-3) did not play. 
Next: at Missouri, Monday. 

No. 18. BYU (13-1) did not play. Next: at 
Loyola Marymount, Saturday. 

No. 19. Kentucky (8-4) did not play. 
Next: at No. 5 Tennessee, Sunday. 

No. 20. Notre Dame (12-3) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 21 North Carolina, Sunday. 
No. 21. North Carolina (14-1) did not 
play. Next: at No. 20 Notre Dame, Sun. 
No. 22. Colorado (13-0) vs. No. 2 Stan- 
ford. Next: at Oregon State, Monday. 
No. 23. Oklahoma (14-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. TCU, Saturday. 

No. 24. South Florida (12-4) did not 
play. Next: at UCF, Sunday. 

No. 25. Kansas St. (13-3) did not play. 
Next: at Texas Tech, Saturday. 


FRIDAY’S SCORES 
Delaware 63, Robert Morris 48 
DePaul 75, Villanova 63 
Providence 56, St. John’s 49 
Utah 89, UC Riverside 48 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

CLUB GP W D_ LGF GAPTS 
Man City 2117 2 253 13 53 
Chelsea 2112 7 245 16 43 
Liverpool 2012 6 252 18 42 
West Ham 2111 4 639 27 37 
Arsenal 20 11 2 7 33 25 35 
Tottenham 18 10 3 523 20 33 
Man United 19 9 4 630 27 31 
Brighton 20 610 421 21 28 
Wolverhampton 19 8 4 714 14 28 
Leicester 18 7 4 731 33 25 
Crystal Palace 21 59 7 30 31 24 
Southampton 20 59 624 30 24 
Brentford 20 65 924 30 23 
Aston Villa 19 7 11125 30 22 
Everton 18 5 4 923 32 19 
Leeds 19 47 821 37 19 
Watford 18 4 11322 36 13 
Burnley 17 18 816 27 11 
Newcastle 19 181019 42 11 
Norwich 20 2414 8 44 10 
FRIDAY’S RESULT 


Brighton 1, Crystal Palace 1 


SATURDAY’S MATCHES 

Man City vs. Chelsea, 7:30a.m. 
Newcastle vs. Watford, 10a.m. 
Norwich vs. Everton, 10a.m. 
Wolverhampton vs. Southampton, 10 a.m. 
Aston Villa vs. Man United, 12:30p.m. 
Burnley vs. Leicester, ppd 


SUNDAY’S MATCHES 

Liverpool vs. Brentford, 9a.m. 
West Ham vs. Leeds, 9a.m. 
Tottenham vs. Arsenal, 11:30a.m. 


TUESDAY’S MATCHES 
Burnley vs. Watford, 2:30p.m. 
Brighton vs. Chelsea, 3p.m. 


TENNIS 


SYDNEY TENNIS CLASSIC 
Friday at Sydney Olympic Park, Sydney, 
outdoors-hardcourt 


MEN’S SINGLES, FINAL 
Andy Murray vs. 
Aslan Karatsev, late 


WOMEN’S SINGLES, FINAL 
#3Barbora Krejcikova vs. 
#5Paula Badosa, latr 


ADELAIDE INTERNATIONAL 2 
Friday at Memorial Drive Tennis Centre, 
Australia, outdoors-hard 


MEN’S SINGLES, FINAL 
Arthur Rinderknech vs. 
Thanasi Kokkinakis, late 


WOMEN’S SINGLES, FINAL 
Alison Riske vs. 
Madison Keys, late 
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WILD CARD ROUND 
Saturday’s Games 
No. 5 Las Vegas (10-7) at 

No. 4 Cincinnati (10-7), 4:30p.m. 
No. 6 New England (10-7) at 

No. 3Buffalo (11-6), 8:15p.m. 
Sunday’s Games 
No. 7 Philadelphia (9-8) at 

NO. 2 Tampa Bay (13-4), 1:00p.m. 
No. 6 San Francisco (10-7) at 

No. 3Dallas (12-5), 4:30p.m. 
NO.. 7 Pittsburgh (9-7-1) at 

No. 2 Kansas City (12-5), 8:15p.m. 
Monday’s Game 
No. 5 Arizona (11-6) at 

No. 4L.A. Rams (12-5), 8:15p.m. 


DIVISIONAL ROUND, Jan. 22 -23 
NFC lowest remaining seed at 
No. 1 Green Bay (13-4), TBD 


AFC lowest remaining seed at 
No. 1 Tennessee (12-5), TBD 


CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Sunday, Jan. 30, 3:30and 6:40p.m. 


SUPER BOWL LVI 
Feb. 13; Inglewood, Calif., 6:30 p.m. 


AP NFL ALL-PRO TEAM 
Selected by a national panel of 50 
media members. 


U-unanimous pick 


OFFENSE 

Quarterback: Aaron Rodgers, Green 
Bay. 

Running Back: u-Jonathan Taylor, Indi- 
anapolis. 

Tight End: Mark Andrews, Baltimore. 
Wide Receivers: u-Davante Adams, 
Green Bay; u-Cooper Kupp, Los Angeles 
Rams; Deebo Samuel, San Francisco. 
Left Tackle: Trent Williams, San Fran- 
ciSCO. 

Right Tackle: Tristan Wirfs, Tampa Bay. 
Left Guard: Joel Bitonio, Cleveland. 
Right Guard: Zack Martin, Dallas. 
Center: Jason Kelce, Philadelphia. 


DEFENSE 

Edge Rushers: u-T.J. Watt, Pittsburgh; 
Myles Garrett, Cleveland. 

Interior Linemen: u-Aaron Donald, Los 
Angeles Rams; Cam Heyward, Pitts- 
burgh. 

Linebackers: Darius Leonard, Indianap- 
olis; Micah Parsons, Dallas; De’Vondre 
Campbell, Green Bay. 

Cornerbacks: Trevon Diggs, Dallas; 
Jalen Ramsey, Los Angeles Rams. 
Safeties: Kevin Byard, Tennessee; 
Jordan Poyer, Buffalo. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Placekicker: Justin Tucker, Baltimore 
Punter: A.J. Cole, Las Vegas. 

Kick Returner: Braxton Berrios, New 
York Jets. 

Punt Returner: Devin Duvernay, Balti- 
more. 

Special Teamer: J. T. Gray, New Orle- 
ans. 

Long Snapper: Luke Rhodes, India- 
napolis. 


SECOND TEAM 

OFFENSE 

Quarterback: Tom Brady, Tampa Bay. 
Running Back: VACANT. 

Tight End: Travis Kelce, Kansas City. 
Wide Receivers: Ja’Marr Chase, Cincin- 
nati; Justin Jefferson, Minnesota; 

Left Tackle: Rashawn Slater, Los Ange- 
les Chargers. 

Right Tackle: Lane Johnson, Philadel- 
phia. 

Left Guard: Quenton Nelson, India- 
napolis. 

Right Guard: Wyatt Teller, Cleveland. 
Center: Corey Linsley, Los Angeles 
Chargers. 


DEFENSE 

Edge Rushers: Robert Quinn, Chicago; 
Maxx Crosby, Las Vegas. 

Interior Linemen: Chris Jones, Kansas 
City; Jeffery Simmons, Tennessee. 
Linebackers: Demario Davis, New Orle- 
ans; Roquan Smith, Chicago; Bobby 
Wagner, Seattle. 

Cornerbacks: J.C. Jackson, New 
England; A.J. Terrell, Atlanta. 

Safeties: Justin Simmons, Denver, 
Micah Hyde, Buffalo and Budda Baker, 
Arizona (tie). 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Placekicker: Daniel Carlson, Las Vegas. 
Punter: Bryan Anger, Dallas. 

Kick Returner: Andre Roberts, Los 
Angeles Chargers. 

Punt Returner: Jakeem Grant, Chicago 
Special Teamer: Matthew Slater, New 
England, and Ashton Dulin, Indianap- 
olis. 

Long Snapper: Josh Harris, Atlanta. 


SCORING IN THE REDZONE 
AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
OFFENSE PPTS TD TD% FG SC SC% 


LAC 75 380 48 64.0 16 64 85.3 
Ten G1 322 39 63.9 17 56 91.8 
Buf 77 405 48 62.3 23 71 92.2 
NE 63 330 39 61.9 20 59 93.7 
Bal 55 279 34 61.8 15 49 89.1 
i 49247 30 61.2 12 42 85.7 
KC 68 339 41 60.3 18 59 86.8 
Cle 50 236 30 60.0 9 39 78.0 
Cin 52 256 31 59.6 14 45 86.5 
Ind 64 305 36 56.3 18 54 84.4 
NYJ 51 239 28 54.9 16 44 86.3 
Den 53 241 29 54.7 13 42 79.2 
Pit 50 233 26 52.0 17 43 86.0 
LVR 60 277 31 51.7 22 53 88.3 
Hou 37171 19 51.4 13 32 86.5 
Jax 39.173 20 51.3 12 32 62.1 


DEFENSE PPTS TD TD% FG SC SC% 


NE 48 196 23 47.9 13 36 75.0 
Pit 59 269 29 49.2 23 52 88.1 
Den 42 183 21 50.0 12 33 78.6 
Buf 45 198 23 51.1 12 35 77.8 
Ten 58. 272°30 Slt 22° 52 89.7 
i 57 262 30 52.6 18 48 84.2 
Bal 50 226 27 54.0 13 40 80.0 
KC 56 262 32 57.1 14 46 82.1 
Cin 53 254 31 58.5 13 44 83.0 
NYJ 74 379 45 60.8 22 67 90.5 
Hou 66 346 41 62.1 20 61 92.4 
Jax 61 322 38 62.3 19 57 93.4 
Ind 53 283 34 64.2 15 49 92.5 
LAC 67 354 43 64.2 18 61 91.0 
Cle 52 273 34 65.4 14 48 92.3 
LVR 43 264 35 81.4 6 41 95.3 


NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
OFFENSE PPTS TD TD% FG SC SC% 


SF 54 292 36 66.7 14 50 92.6 
TB 68 364 45 66.2 17 62 91.2 
Sea 48 251 31 64.6 11 42 87.5 
Dal 65 334 41 63.1 17 58 89.2 
Phi G1:322 36 ‘62.3 17.55 90.2 
Min 53 273 33 62.3 17 50 94.3 
LAR 70 356 42 60.0 21 63 90.0 
Ari 65 326 39 60.0 19 58 89.2 
NO 56 278.33 58.9 19 52°92.9 
GB 70 336 41 58.6 17 58 82.9 
Atl 54 253 29 53.7 17 46 85.2 
Car 47 219 25 53.2 14 39 83.0 
Was 50 225 26 52.0 16 42 84.0 
Det 45 198 21 46.7 16 37 82.2 
Chi 48 197 22 45.8 14 36 75.0 
NYG 38 161 17 44.7 14 31 81.6 


DEFENSE PPTS TD TD% FG SC SC% 


NO 46 194 20 43.5 19 39 84.8 
Sea 61 277 31 50.8 20 51 83.6 
LAR 56 257 29 51.8 17 46 82.1 
NYG 71 329 37 «=52.1 24 61 85.9 
TB §9 279 31 52.5 21 52 88.1 
Chi 54 249 29 53.7 16 45 83.3 
Min 59 281 33 55.9 16 49 83.1 


oF 60 278 34 56.7 13 47 78.3 
Was 59: 293.35 59.317 32°88.1 
Ari 51 253 31 60.8 12 43 84.3 
Dal 46 236 28 60.9 14 42 91.3 
Atl 69 367 44 63.8 20 64 92.8 


Phi 60 314 40 66.7 14 54 90.0 
GrB 49 255 33 67.3 9 42 85.7 
Car 52 278 35 67.3 14 49 94.2 
Det 60 335 42 70.0 15 57 95.0 
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Aman walks past a mural depicting Serbian tennis player 
Novak Djokovic, painted on the external wall of a primary 
school, on Friday in Belgrade. OLIVER BUNIC/GETTY 


Djokovic’s visa 
revoked again 


By John Pye and 
Rod McGuirk 


Associated Press 


MELBOURNE, Austra- 
lia — Novak Djokov- 
ic’s effort to play in the 
Australian Open despite 
being unvaccinated for 
COVID-19 moved to a 
higher court Saturday as 
the No. 1-ranked tennis 
player appealed the second 
cancellation of his visa. 

Djokovic was not seen 
on the online feed avail- 
able to the public for the 
15-minute procedural 
hearing, which began 
just two days before he 
is scheduled to play his 
first match of 2022 at 
Melbourne Park. 

Judge David O’Cal- 
laghan ruled that lawyers 
representing Djokovic and 
the government would 
need to submit written 
arguments later Saturday, 
and he scheduled another 
hearing for Sunday morn- 
ing. Immigration Minis- 
ter Alex Hawke blocked 
the 34-year-old Serb’s 
visa, which was originally 
revoked when he landed 
ata Melbourne airport last 
week. But it was restored 
Monday by a judge on 
procedural grounds 
because Djokovic was not 
allowed to have a lawyer 
with him at the airport. 

Deportation from 
Australia can lead to 
a three-year ban on 
returning to the coun- 
try, although that may be 
waived, depending on the 
circumstances. 

Djokovic has acknowl- 
edged that his travel 
declaration was incorrect 
because it failed to indicate 
that he had been in multi- 
ple countries over the two 
weeks before his arrival in 
Australia. He has a record 
nine Australian Open titles, 
including the past three 
in a row, part of his over- 
all Grand Slam haul of 20 
championships. He is tied 
with Rafael Nadal and 


IN BRIEF 


Roger Federer for the most 
by aman in history. 

In a post on social media 
Wednesday that consti- 
tuted his most extensive 
public comments yet, 
Djokovic blamed his agent 
for checking the wrong 
box on the form, call- 
ing it “a human error and 
certainly not deliberate.” 

In that same post, 
Djokovic said he went 
ahead with an interview 
and a photo shoot with 
a French newspaper in 
Serbia despite knowing 
he had tested positive 
for COVID-19 two days 
earlier. Djokovic has been 
attempting to use what 
he says was a positive test 
taken on Dec. 16 to justify 
a medical exemption that 
would allow him to skirt 
the vaccine requirement 
on the grounds that he 
already had COVID-19. 

Hawke said he canceled 
the visa on “health and 
good order grounds, on 
the basis that it was in 
the public interest to do 
so.” His statement added 
that Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison’s government 
“is firmly committed to 
protecting Australia’s 
borders, particularly in 
relation to the COVID-19 
pandemic.” 

The main idea of the 
appeal of Hawke’s deci- 
sion, according to the 
athlete’s lawyers, was that 
it was not based on the 
health risk that Djokovic 
might pose by not being 
vaccinated, but on how 
he might be perceived by 
anti-vaxxers. 

Morrison himself 
welcomed Djokovic’s 
pending deportation. 
The episode has touched 
a nerve in Australia, and 
particularly in Victoria 
state, where locals went 
through hundreds of days 
of lockdowns during the 
worst of the pandemic 
and there is a vaccination 
rate among adults of more 
than 90%. 


5 unanimous choices 
in AP’s All-Pro Team 


News services 


Five players, including 
dynamic pass catchers 
Cooper Kupp and Davante 
Adams, are unanimous 
choices for The Associated 
Press 2021 NFL All-Pro 
Team. 

Joining the Rams’ Kupp 
and the Packers’ Adams 
in receiving votes Friday 
from all 50 members of 
a nationwide panel of 
media members who regu- 
larly cover the league are 
Colts running back Jona- 
than Taylor, Steelers edge 
rusher T.J. Watt, and Rams 
defensive tackle Aaron 
Donald. 

Packers quarterback 
Aaron Rodgers is on for 
the fourth time, as is 
Eagles center Jason Kelce. 
Cowboys right guard 
Zack Martin and Ravens 
placekicker Justin Tucker 
earned their fifth selection. 

Three-time All-Pros are 
Colts linebacker Darius 
Leonard, Rams corner- 
back Jalen Ramsey, and 
Steelers defensive tackle 
Cam Heyward. Double 
All-Pros are Browns edge 
rusher Myles Garrett and 
Titans safety Kevin Byard. 

The other 14 All-Pros 
are making their debuts. 


Golf: Russell Henley set 
a strong target Friday in 
the Sony Open when he 
was 6 under over his final 
six holes and closed with 
a 30-foot eagle putt fora 
7-under 63 and a three- 
shot lead among the early 
starters at Waialae. 


NBA: Kevin Durant has 
been fined $15,000 for 
using profane language 
during an interview after 
the Nets’ loss on Monday. 


NFL: The Chiefs will 
be without Clyde 
Edwards-Helaire for their 
wild-card playoff game 
against the Steelers on 
Sunday night because of a 
hurt collarbone. 


NHL: The Maple Leafs 
have added three more 
players to the NHL’s 
COVID-19 protocol as 
an outbreak on the team 
that started in December 
continues to drag on. The 
Leafs announced Friday 
that forwards Ondrej 
Kase and Nick Ritchie and 
defenseman Justin Holl 
have been added to the list. 
A total of 20 Maple Leafs 
players have entered the 
protocol since the team’s 
outbreak began last month. 
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GM’s EV1 was the first modern purpose-built electric vehicle. GENERAL MOTORS PHOTOS 


‘OG. of modern electric cars’ 


GM’s short-lived EV1 influenced development of the vehicles since 


By Mark Phelan 


Detroit Free Press 


ong before anyone heard of Tesla or 
Elon Musk, the EV1 inaugurated the 


modern electric vehicle age 25 years ago 


this month, when the first customers 
took delivery of their cars. 
GMs short-lived electric two-seater was the 
first contemporary vehicle designed from the 
ground up to use electric power. Best remem- 


bered today from “Who Killed the Electric Car,” 


the hit documentary about its bitter demise, 
the little car pioneered technologies and taught 


lessons paying off in today’s flood of electric cars 


and trucks. 

From Tesla to Rivian to GM’s own 2022 
Hummer electric “super truck,’ people and 
knowledge from the EV1 program have influ- 
enced nearly every startup’s and automaker’s 
development of electric vehicles. 

“In many ways, the EV] is the O.G. of modern 
electric cars,’ said John Voelcker, a journal- 
ist and analyst specializing in electric vehicles. 
“Unlike converted internal combustion cars 
and trucks from Ford, Toyota and others, it was 
purpose-built as an EV — and that produceda 
better vehicle than any conversion.” 

Despite that, the EV1 was doomed almost 
from the start, partly because in the 1990s 
battery and electronic technology to deliver an 
affordable EV that could go as far — even half 
as far — as internal combustion engines, and 
partly because GM saw it as one part engineer- 
ing experiment, one part a to satisfy emissions 
regulations that would soon be dropped when 
it became apparent automakers couldn’t or 
wouldn’t satisfy them. 

The world is very different today. GM, Ford, 
Volkswagen and other global automakers have 
concentrated nearly all their technological 
efforts and investments on EVs. 


An underappreciated pioneer 

The EV] didn’t get the attention and respect 
of Tesla, which began the current EV surge 
more than a decade later, but “the EV1’s finger- 
prints are on every EV today,’ said Chelsea 
Sexton, an EV advocate for whom a college 
job as an EV] ambassador became a lifetime’s 
mission. 

“Everybody was incredibly humble about the 
EVI, but it pioneered technologies we take for 
granted today,’ Sexton said. 

A partial list: 

M@ EV1’s use of the battery as part of the car’s 
structure became the template for other EVs 
@ Tire pressure sensors 

@ Electrohydraulic power steering 

@ Keyless start 

@ Inductive charging 

@ Capturing energy from brakes to charge 
batteries 

@ First vehicle with a heat pump 

@ Still the lowest coefficient of drag ever for a 
production car 

@ The first DC fast charger in 1998 

@ The beginning of a U.S. public charging 
network, funded by GM 
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The GM EV1had many innovative features. 


EVI] veterans went on to work at Lucid, Tesla, 
Rivian, Faraday, Canoo and at established 
automakers that were starting their own EV 
programs. 


Acontinuing mission 

More than two decades after the EV1’s demise, 
more than 80 veterans of the project still work 
at GM. Many are involved with the company’s 
current EV offensive, which is scheduled to 
launch more than 30 vehicles before the end of 
2025. Its multibillion-dollar investments will 
include multiple assembly and battery plants. 

“EV1 built a core of people in the corporation 
who have a passion for the technology,” said Tim 
Grewe, GM director of electrification strategy. 

The EV1 team consisted of engineers hand- 
picked from throughout GM, said Gary Witzen- 
burg, who was manager of vehicle testing and 
development. Witzenburg, now an auto writer 
and president of the North American Car of the 
Year jury, joined the program in 1991. Produc- 
tion began in 1996, with the first cars delivered 
that December. 

“Tt was a great assignment. Life changing,” 
Witzenburg said. 

Many members of the EV1 team moved to 
GMs advanced technology group when produc- 
tion ended in 1999, 

“The EV1 was too far ahead of the market, 
technology and infrastructure,” said Steve 
Tarnowsky, another EV1 alumnus who’s now 
GM director of battery cell engineering. But 
lessons from it flowed to every vehicle GM built. 

That didn’t keep the EV1 from becoming a 
symbol of what many believed was the auto 
industry’s hostility to EVs, though. 


What went wrong? 
GM wouldn’t sell EV1s to customers, partly 


Chrysler to be all electric by 2028 


embed AlI-enabled soft- 
ware in 34 million vehi- 











because they were wickedly expensive and 
partly because GM considered the vehicles a 
test bed for technologies it was developing. It 
wanted to keep the knowledge in-house. 

When production ended, GM ended the 
leases. It wanted the vehicles back, but owners 
loved the little EVs that GM had only leased in 
limited areas of California and Arizona because 
of emissions policies and to take advantage of 
climates that wouldn’t wreck the first-gen EV1’s 
lead-acid battery. 

“T got tearful messages,” Sexton said. “One 
was, ‘They came to get Sparky today. I don’t 
know what I’m gonna do’ He was a CEO. He 
could have any vehicle.” 

Owners protested, including picketing at a 
GM facility in Burbank, California, that held 
some repossessed EVIs. Sexton’s then 6 -year- 
old son Chris drew an EV in a letter pleading 
with GM not to crush the cars. 

The uproar inspired filmmaker Chris Paine to 
make “Who Killed the Electric Car?” The docu- 
mentary won multiple awards. 

The EV1’s stature as an environmental icon 
grew, but the car’s fate was sealed, an epic bad 
decision that still affects the company’s credibil- 
ity on environmental and climate issues. 

In the end, not every EV1 was destroyed. A 
few are in museums and universities. Sexton 
still tracks social media sightings, occasionally 
reaching out to an owner — the group remains 
close — with good news, “Your car wasn’t 
crushed!” 

The EVI’s size, two-seat layout, short range 
and GM’s vision for the project doomed the 
car, but it “was a crucially important vehicle,” 
Voelcker said. 

“It demonstrated EV owners could fall in love 
with acar that was cool, hugely fun to drive and 
not nerdy and terrifying.” 





Associated Press a battery that it says can 
travel 350 to 400 miles per 
LONDON — Chrys- charge. 
ler plans go all electric Fiat Chrysler is part of 


by 2028, the latest auto- 

maker to announce a shift 
away from gasoline-pow- 
ered engines under rising 
pressure to act on climate 


Europe’s Stellantis, the 
parent company that also 
owns PSA Peugeot. 

“Our brand will serve at 
the forefront as Stellantis 


change. transforms to deliver clean 
The company said Jan. mobility and connected 
5 that it willlaunch its first | customer experiences,” 


electric vehicle by 2025. 
Chrysler announced its 
electric plans along with 
anew Al-enabled vehi- 
cle system powered by 


Chris Feuell, CEO of the 
Chrysler brand, said ina 
news release. 

Stellantis last month 
announced a strategy to 


cles across its 14 brands in 
a bid to gain $22.6 billion 

in annual revenue by 2030. 
It’s part of a broad transfor- 
mation in the auto industry, 
as companies race toward 
more fully electric and 
hybrid propulsion systems, 
more autonomous driv- 
ing features and increased 
connectivity in cars. 

All top automakers are 
working on electric vehi- 
cles amid concerns about 
climate change. 





Chrysler plans for its vehicle lineup to go all electric by 2028. It’s the latest brand to announce a 


major shift away from gas-powered cars. GENE J. PUSKAR/AP 





The Lamborghini Huracan STO on display at the Institute of Contemporary Art in Miami. 
LAMBORGHINI 


AUTO REVIEW 


A race car for the street: 2022 
Lamborghini Huracan STO 


By Larry Printz 


Tribune News Service 


In an era where the 
future is electric, the 2022 
Lamborghini Huracan 
STO is an automotive rude 
gesture to this impending 
reality, with a name that 
tells its purpose. In this 
case, STO stands for Super 
Trofeo Omologata, mean- 
ing it’s ahomologation of 
the Huracan Super Trofeo 
Evo and GT3 Evo race cars, 
and is the first Lamborgh- 
ini designed for regular 
track use. 

If that comes asa 
surprise, you probably 
didn’t know that, unlike 
his rival Enzo Ferrari, 
company founder Ferruc- 
cio Lamborghini didn’t 
believe in racing. But now 
that the brand is a part of 
the Volkswagen Group, 
such notions no longer 
matter. This explains the 
Huracan STO’s exis- 
tence: to compete against 
Porsche, McLarens, 
Mercedes-AMGs and 
Ferraris. 

Built for track use, the 
Huracan STO is made 
mostly of carbon fiber in 
order to make it as light- 
weight as possible. And 
it is. In fact, it weighs less 
than a Lotus Evora. But its 
mission explains the car’s 
outrageous style, witha 
manually adjustable rear 
wing can be set to one of 
three positions. There’s 
also a roof-mounted 
air intake, along witha 
number of other stylistic 








2022 Lamborghini 
Huracan STO 


Base price: $331,533 
Engine: 5.2-liter DOHC V-10 
Horsepower/Torque: 631 
horsepower/417 pound-feet 
of torque 
EPA fuel economy (city/ 
highway): 13/18 mpg 
Lensth/Width/Height: 
179.1 / 76.6 / 48 inches 
Cargo capacity: 1.34 cubic 
feet 
0-60 mph: 2.6 seconds 
Top speed: 193 moh 


flourishes that help the car 
slice through the wind. 

Open its door, and you'll 
find Lamborghini has 
pared back the pounds 
wherever possible. There’s 
no carpet. The door panels 
are simple carbon fiber 
shells with nylon straps to 
open the doors. The dash- 
board is covered in Alcan- 
tara, punctuated by carbon 
fiber air vents. 

But there’s little here 
that follows the orthodoxy 
that has relegated most car 
interiors to a mind-numb- 
ing sameness. A mammoth 
digital instrument screen 
in front of the driver is 
dominated by a tachom- 
eter, as well as a plethora 
of ancillary gauges for all 
sorts of information useful 
for track driving. Mean- 
while, the infotainment 
and climate control screen 
is placed farther down on 
the instrument panel, so 
as not to distract you. The 
power window buttons are 





at the top of the instrument 
panel, while turn signals 
and windshield wipers 
are controlled by toggle 
buttons on the steering 
wheel. The starter button 
is under a small red flap 
that makes you feel as if 
yow’re about to launcha 
missile, which in fact you 
are. 

Nothing quite prepares 
you for this car’s intense 
response. More speed? 
Instantaneous. A lane 
change? Swift and precise. 
Incredible stability and 
traction in turns? Track 
worthy. And the dual 
clutch gearbox? Light- 
ning quick. Its extreme 
response to the tiniest of 
inputs is delightfully fun. 

But its ingratiating wick- 
edness makes it one of the 
most adept dance partners, 
one that provides a prime- 
val automotive thrill ride of 
the first order. Its personal- 
ity, like so many supercars, 
is uniquely its own. 

While the era of vehicle 
electrification is upon us, 
the 2022 Lamborghini 
Huracan STO is araucous, 
loud and fast reminder of 
the thrill that only an inter- 
nal combustion engine can 
provide, a visceral thrill 
that can only come from 
an intercontinental ballis- 
tic missile disguised as a 
supercar. 


Larry Printz ts an auto- 
motive journalist based in 
South Florida. Readers may 
send him email at TheDriv- 
ingPrintz@gmail.com. 
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Timing chain’s wear and tear 





Bob Weber 


Motormouth 


Q: Thank you for your 
column on automotive 
advice. I worked on cars 
when I was in my teen 
years, and I appreciate 
the details and common 
sense that you offer. 
Your column reinvig- 
orated the discussions 
Thad in the past about 
the timing setup for my 
2005 Toyota Scion xB. It 
had a timing chain (like 
the triple primary drive 
chain on my Harley with 
metal links as I imag- 
ined it). Does it make any 
difference in wear and 
tear and longevity? 

— PC., Chicago 

A: The primary drive 
chain on your Harley is 
quite similar to the Scion 
timing chain. And the final 
drive belt on your bike is 
similar to a timing belt of 
rubber reinforced with 
tensile cords. There is no 
schedule for replacing the 
long-life chain so I would 
not do so unless doing an 
engine rebuild. 


Q: Iread your arti- 
cle about tire pressure 
dropping 1 psi for each 10 
degree drop in ambient 
temperature and I agree. 
[have struggled with 
setting the tire pressure 
in summer vs. winter. If 
recommended “cold” tire 
pressure is 35 psi, then 
what is the proper pres- 
sure when it is 35 degrees 
out in the winter? Should 
you always set it to 35 psi 
regardless of the ambi- 
ent temperature? 
— J.M., Rochester, 
New York 

A: Your question apes 
that of many readers 
who are confounded by 
inflation pressure versus 
ambient temperature. 
Short answer: No matter 
the ambient tempera- 
ture, inflate your tires to 
the pressure on the door 
sticker. Period. 
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Timing chains on Toyotas can sometimes be very similar to 
the primary drive chain on Harleys. DREAMSTIME 


Q: This is in response 
to your advice to R.P. 
of Nevada regarding 
the 2008 Toyota Solara 
tire pressure warning 
light. This reminded me 
of a similar situation 1 
had with my mother’s 
2011 Toyota Avalon. It 
turned out that Toyota 
had fitted the car witha 
full-size spare tire, which 
also included a sensor. 
I inflated the spare tire 
to specifications and the 
problem was solved. 
—R.S., Fitchburg, 
Massachusetts 

A: Right you are. 
Because full-size spare 
tires are almost extinct, I 
blew it. 


Q: Ihave a 1983 
Mercedes 380SL that 
on rare occasions 
blows a dense whit- 
ish smoke from the 
exhaust. The car has a 
little over 80,000 miles 
on it. I have had several 
mechanics attempt to 
remedy the problem 
with no success. The 
car is stored during 
winters and only runs 
from April to Novem- 
ber. This past summer 
absolutely no smoke for 
over 300 miles, then, last 
week, smoke. It usually 
happens when first 
started and driven. Also, 
it happens after the 
transmission seems to 
hang up shifting gears. 
The automatic transmis- 
sion fluid is full. ’ve had 
the transmission modu- 
lator changed three 
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times using both after- 
market and genuine 
Mercedes parts. Each 
time the rubber in the 
modulator looks fine, 
but the problem contin- 
ues. It only smokes for 
a couple of minutes and 
then stops. Any ideas as 
to cause and remedy? 
— D.G., Old Saybrook, 
Connecticut 

A: As I began read- 
ing your question, my 
thoughts jumped to a prob- 
lem with the transmission 
vacuum modulator. It is as 
if there is a tiny leak in the 
diaphragm allowing trans- 
mission fluid to seep into 
the housing. When you 
start the engine, it sucks 
the fluid in, burns it and 
emits smoke from the tail- 
pipe. But there is another 
source for white smoke 
(steam): a bad head gasket. 
Keep an eye on your cool- 
ant level. Ifit drops and 
there are no obvious leaks, 
the gasket may be the 
culprit. 


Bob Weber is a writer and 
mechanic who became an 
ASE-certified Master Auto- 
mobile Technician in 1976. 
He maintains this status by 
seeking certification every 
five years. Weber’s work 
appears in professional 
trade magazines and other 
consumer publications. 

His writing also appears in 
automotive trade publica- 
tions, Consumer Guide and 
Consumers Digest. Send 
questions along with name 
and town to motormouth 
.tribune@gmail.com. 
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Offer Valid on Potomac and Imperial LS Models. 4 Window Minimum. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Excludes Labor. Financing offers a no payment - no interest 
feature (during the “promotional period”) on your purchase at an APR of 17.99%. No finance charges will accrue on your account during the promotional period, as set forth in 
your Truth in Lending Disclosures, and you will not have to pay a monthly payment until the promotional period has ended. If you repay your purchase in full before the end 
of the promotional period you will not have to pay any finance charges. You may also prepay your account at any time without penalty. Financing is subject to credit 
requirements and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only. Normal late charges apply once the promotional period has 
ended. Offer expires on 1/31/2022. 
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WEATHER 


SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY CONNECTICUT a WEATHER 
TY. Say. 1: oY. SY. i: yy: SY. Sty. m4 
Oo Oo B 0: 0: Com Gd 6s Com OCS CO Ss Oo QE & Dirrnaacaccwaacher nce 


a a 
SUNRISE NOON 





SUNRISE NOON SUNSET SUNRISE NOON SUNSET SUNSET SUNRISE NOON SUNSET SUNRISE NOON SUNSET throughou t your day 
Mostly sunny, a Sunshine in the ae Periods of rain igey Mostly sunny, iuop Thickening oa a 
very breezy and 15 morning, 27 into midday, then 42 breezy and very 29 cloudiness, breezy 39 | 
cold. Northwest increasing considerable chilly. and milder. 
wind at 10 to 20 Low afternoon tow cloudiness, windy tow LOW LOW —S> oo" — 
mph. © cloudiness. Snow © and mild. ° ° is) 
2 develops at night. 19 22 5 24 courant.com/weather 
YOURCAST Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows. OUTLOOK 
— Worcester poston *e A Wind Chill Advisory is in effect for Connecticut, except the shoreline, 
pringfield 7/] % j ; ; ; 
/ 1/0 14/7 a Provincetown _—sUNtil late Saturday morning for wind chill values of 5 to 25 degrees below 
| > \ 21416 zero. It will improve somewhat midday and this afternoon, but it will remain 
a> ~ \ uncomfortable for most people throughout the day. There will be mostly 


mY sunny skies with highs in the upper single digits and the teens. Another 








| Torrington gts PROVIDENCE MASSACHUSETTS } very cold night tonight with lows in the single digits above and below zero. 
| 9/0 ® waRTFORD _ Ue es br _ The wind will be significantly lighter with sustained winds of 5 mph or less. 
15/2 m ple ti RHODE Sunshine for most of Sunday, then afternoon cloudiness will arrive. 


Manchester | ISLAND 


; -Gary Lessor 
CONNECTICUT | 


ALMANAC 
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| Waterbury 
11/2 so a 
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Middletown | / a, Precipitation InInches Total Normal 30-day Precipitation History In Inches 
4/20 J dewport po” fa , Yesterday (by7p.m.) 0.00 0.10 08 
| NewHaven af ~~ 20/11 {Martha's = ———s£\_—«* Month to date 0.97 1.55 05 
"17/8 B “Gréton-— “Vineyard Nantucker Totalthisyear 097 155 
; yr | avbyook fone 21/9 Nantucket : : 0.3 
riko 0 mailed’: igi ata b 21/8 Snowfall In Inches = 

18/9 © Milford & Yesterday (by4p.m.) 0.0 0.5 01 

P , we Block Island F 0.0 
e we~ 16/6 20/13 Total this year 9.6 18.5 none oT os 

‘. ™ Greenwich Precipitation, temperature at i j : 
6 vas OPEOct= nee Pier hie m A i beh 
bi eee aerenrn nye nena ea lien rk necnkcer sr USN U UUR NP : ; 7:59 p.m. 2:21 p.m. 
Seattle Air Quality Forecast For Today Saybrook Jetty 8:52am. 2:23am. 40° 
49 BIC 9:10 p.m. 3:14 p.m. 
2 | | Oe Connecticut River 11:35a.m. 6:09 a.m. 
. / \305 Billings | at Portland 11:53 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 
Portland “0S 49/29/PC! Se Lebang® Good Low © Madison 9:03am. 2:43am. 39° 
4,7/36/C. J 4 - | Minneapolis ° ~19/ 21 1 =14 9:33 3.94 
mh le [— 18/8/PC > , Os \ ro NevH 73 p.m. 507 p.m. 35° 
505 KH) 20se S 10s ae Philatl@lphia _ Air Ultraviolet Wind esr 9.53 _ 3-48 aa 
San | | AO 30s © ae | 7 Sa 108%. ge 17//PC = Quality Index Chill 23 P.M. 3:40 p.m. , 
Francisco 0S 30S/ : ~~ Chicago " d Today Today Today Stamford 9:27am. 3:21am. 41 
59V47/PC vie Denver 505 \ 28/137PC) 20s 205 4 9:57 p.m. 4:02 p.m. 
50s 40; QD) * kansas cityo 6 © Gage Washington. | Today Tomorrow River Stage at Hartford: 3.74 feet at 6:30 p.m. 
Angeles 60s/-—_ | 30s i 1B/SFagG RNOfS oO ae 20K sunrise ne = re — Boating L..SoundW L.l.SoundE _ B.I.Sound 
S/22/C 60s Phoenix — O | pey.40s u sae p.m. mae p.m. Weather MSunny MSunny  MSunny 
p7V/49/PC_ 40s ; oonrise 499 P.M. 3-29 P.M. Wind ———N, 15-25 ON, 15-25 ON, 15-25 
70s | Dalla® | y \ | Moonset 5:41a.m. 6:35 a.m. Seas 9-4 ft. 9-4 ft. 4-6 ft. 
EI Paso WY) 42/ 28/ 7 @ ¢ \ 20s V Atlanta 
O SZF EDT OE 10'S 51/38/C 
40s \ SS 
Honol 50s Houston | AN 60s Moon Phase Temperature High Low 
80/66/PC; , /30/PC3 frit Tampa } D r q Friday 41 at 1:58 p.m 27 at 6:51 p.m 
B03 ol oe 60s 73/6V/PCJ0S) Normal for date 35 19 
Snow Rain hata Full Last New. First Recordfordate 70 in 1932 -12 in 1957 
Jani7. = Jan25~—s- Feb 1 Feb8 A year ago 38 30 
Range this year 52 4 
TT ; , Kingston 90 75 S_ Stockholm 34 27PC Heating DegreeDays Season Normal Season 
AROUND THE WORLD Today’s forecast in cities not included in the maps above: aes 57 48SH Sydney 8672 1 c en i4 331 36 3471 
London 45 39 C_ Tel Aviv 59 53 SH Orauly “an one 93 
ar 1S S Baltimore 31 10PC_ Nashville 49 35SH_ San Juan 85 73 PC Budapest 43 21 S_ Madrid 48 30 C Tokyo 50 34 C ; 
Burlington 6 -9 s Bismarck 33 21PC NewOrleans 65 38SH Tucson 68 45 S Buenos Aires 100 81 T MexicoCity 70 47 S Toronto 10 5 § 30-day Temperature History 
Caribou 2-12 5S Boise 36 21PC New York 21 10 PC WORLD Cairo 61 48PC Milan 48 30 S~ Vancouver 46 41 R 80 
Concord 8-10 s Buffalo 14 SPC Okla.City 33 21 C Cancun 80 67PC Montreal 1-8 S Warsaw 3627 S {QHIGHS 
Montpelier 3-17 S Charleston 61 47PC Omaha 25 12PC Amsterdam 43 32 C_ Dubai 79 64 S_ Moscow 28. 235N. wWestherpaceuroaucaday 50 
Mt. Wash 6-11 § Cincinnati 35 18 C Orlando 73 56 S_ Athens 57 37 S_ Dublin 46 30SH Nassau 72257 S au 40 
Portland. 11-3 gs Cleveland = 24.12 PC Pittsburgh © 29 10PC_- Bangkok © 95 75PC Edinburgh 45 41 C NewDelhi 61 48PC i a 
Indianapolis 31 16PC Raleigh 45 26 C Barbados 84 72PC_ Helsinki 34 28 S WESTERN Laws 
Woods Hole 20 5 S - Paris 41 34SH 
Jacksonville 70 52PC St. Louis 33 19SN Beijing 3718 S HongKong 68 64PC Prague 41 30 S —— 12/19 12/26 12 1/9 
NATION LasVegas 61 41 PC SaltLake City 39 19PC Beirut 60 53SH — |stanbul 46 37 R_ Riode Janeiro 95 72 R : 
sii 11 5 § MiamiBeach 7468 S SanAntonio 58 31 S Berlin 39 34 C Jerusalem 45 39SH Rome 5537 5 \UNIVERSITY Atmosphere High Low 
Albuquerque 48 26 S Milwaukee 24 13PC SanDiego 7054 C Bermuda 67 60SH Johannesburg 73 57 T Seoul 37 32 C Weather Center Barometer 29.88 at 12 a.m. 29.15 at 2 p.m. 
Atlantic City 31 6PC KEY:S Sunny, C Cloudy, PC Partly Cloudy, R Rain, SH Showers, SN Snow, SF Snow Flurries, TT-storms Singapore 91 75PC Dew point 28 ati2p.m. 12 at/p.m. 
| Jenny Gorski 5-2-12. Totals 15-14-48. SIMSBURY (6-1): Anthony Simpson 5-2-14, Aidan Note: Miller had 11 rebounds, Cucuta and Ferguson 
eeeAar GLa are HIGH : 81612 8— 44 Riordan 4-4-14, Chris Kokines 2-0-5, Nate Beizer each had 4 assists and Barnes and Ferguson each Wolf Pack lose at 
BOVEERERETERIG : gi ac NORTHWEST CATHOLIC (7-1 Matthew Curtis ROCKY HILL 46, BLOOMFIELD 32 Providence. 5-l 
Note: Chatterton had 5 rebounds, 2 assists. 7-3-18, Jehyvic Spencer 0-1-1, London Jemison BLOOMFIELD (2-4): Dejahlee Dogans 4-3-12, Nyasia ? 

‘ CRAL 5-0-11, Tanner Ostop 1-0-2, Gianni Mirabello 2-0-6, Dogans 2-2-6, Brielle Williams 0-1-1, Tanae Spears : : 
FANE TONER CONAIIGS AEROSPACE 54, MLC 20 Cavin Pollard 1-0-2, Badara Diakite 7-2-16. Totals 1-1-3, Marcelle James 1-0-2, Kyelah Smith 3-0-8. PROVIDENCE - Five differ 7 
FARMINGTON (4-3): Jordan Anthony 6-2-17, Jahkai MLC (0-6): Tene McFarlane 1-0-2, Aaliyah Graves els Leontine ays yisaaeaiaes Aa ent players scored as the Bruins 

ee izzo 2-0- -7-15, Ni 6-1-16, Dominique Pierre-Emile 1-0-2, Jeilyn L -3): Lily Margiotta 0-1-1, Alyssa Gau . 
i Me Se ure ies eee CRE oN ati WINDSOR LOCKS 71, HMTCA 65 4-2-10, Kate Oostendorp 1-4-6, Angelina Daley 40-9, Peppered Hartford goalie Tyler 


CONARD (7-1): Declan McCann 2-0-6, Kyle Barnum 
1-1-4, Riley Fox 9-5-29, Julius Smith 1-0-3, Mike Weiss 
1-0-3, Jalen Hamblin 5-0-13, Ryan Bushnell 2-1-5. 
Totals 21-7-63. 


AEROSPACE (5-2): Julia McLean 3-0-6, Faith Mitchell 
7-3-19, Ashanti McLean 8-0-17, Justice Kitchens 
1-0-2, Aulona Misini 1-0-2, Sammy Johnson 1-0-2, 
Tara Martindale 3-0-6. Totals 24-3-54. 


HMTCA (2-6): Derrick Sheets 9-0-22, Hector Couver- 
tier 4-1-11, Christian Smith 10-1-21, Russell Smith 
2-3-7, Marcus Calderon 1-0-2, Jayden Cruz 1-0-2. 
Totals 27-5-65. 

WINDSOR LOCKS (3-3): Jaydon Buckle 12-7-33, 


Christina DeNovellis 9-2-20. Totals 18-9-46. 


B 1 7 9 15— 32 
RH 915 6 16-— 4 


Of note: DeNovellis had 9 rebounds, Oostendorp 


Wall with 36 shots and defeated 
the Wolf Pack 5-1in an AHL Atlan- 
tic Division game on Friday night. 

Austin Rueschhoff managed the 


F 8 19 20 17— 64 M 8 8 0 4— 20 Jaheime Thomas 1-0-2, Chris Vega 5-0-10, Aidan had 9 rebounds, 6 steals, 4 assists and Gau had 6 

c 18 8 13 24- 63 A 2015 11 8— 54 Walker 1-0-2, Austin Smith 1-0-2, Malike Alassani rebounds. lone goal for Hartford (15-9-3-2) at 
Note: J. McLean had 14 rebounds. =a Elijah Huggins 1-0-2, Kyle Hinckley 3-0-6. 6:23 of the second period. 

GIRLS BASKETBALL PARISH HILL 36, CLASSICAL 22 . Totals 29-11-71. CCC-South Zach Senyshyn started the 

PARISH HILL (5-3): Kristie Zator 6-1-13, Lexi Smardon H 17 18 11 19— 65 BRISTOL CENTRAL 50, LEWIS MILLS 22 ; : 

CCC-South 5-0-10, Grace Quinn 2-0-5, Ashlyn Kemp 2-1-5,Kaelyn =. wh. 17 20 19 15— 71 BRISTOL CENTRAL (1-7): Ella Watson 2-1-3, Brooke scoring for the Bruins (13-9-3-1) at 

ee eee Pearl 1-1-3. Totals 16-3-36. Watson 6-4-16, Kaley Laird 2-0-4, Lillian Sirois7-4-19, 15-25 of the first. 

SE En eed ee CLASSICAL (4-4): Jasmine Charlery 4-0-8, Kyeera GRANBY 70, CANTON 48 Callie Lodovico 3-2-8, Totals 19-11-50. Pri ‘i Hartford 

Brown 0-1-1, Grace Geddes 0-2-2, Tamra Ibitz 0-0-0, Hall 0-0-0, Reilly Fournier 0-2-2, LeAzjiah Trapp 1-0-2, LEWIS MILLS (3-5): Lauren Searle 1-0-2, Jordan rior to t e game art or 

Marissa Miller 2-3-6. Totals 6-8-2. Sequoia Turcotte-Briggs 4-2-11. Totals 9-4-23. Shoreline Anderson 1-0-2, Riley Mills 1-2-5, Abriana announced that the Rangers had 

LEWIS MILLS (3-4): Lauren Searle 4-0-8, Jordan MORGAN 67, OLD LYME 47 Wroblewski 1-0-2, Kiana Bolleyer 1-1-3, Cassie 


Anderson 4-0-10, Riley Mills 2-0-5, Kiana Bolleyer 
2-1-5, Cassie Martinotti 1-0-2, Lillian Martineau 1-0-2, 
Abby Jankoski 4-0-8. Totals 18-1-40. 


PH 8 5 9 14- 36 
C 4 7 210- 23 


Note: Zator had a double-double with 20 rebounds 


OLD SAYBROOK 54, NORTH BRANFORD 41 
EAST HAMPTON 58, COGINCHAUG 38 


Martinotti 3-0-6, Lillian Martineau 1-0-2. Totals 
9-3-22. 


sent forwards Lauri Pajuniemi and 
Justin Richards and defenseman 
Zac Jones to the Wolf Pack. 


BC 12 14 12 12— 50 
P 4 8 2 8— 22 and Smardon had a double-double with 12 CTC LM 458 5-22 S 
LM 61411 9— 40 sebounds: WINDHAM TECH 60, GRASSO TECH 59 — Staff report 
Note: Jankoski had 13 rebounds and Mills had 10 ane Sapa 
eae ae ab 7 euemncsena Mane BACON ACADEMY 67, WOODSTOCK ACADEMY 28 CRAL E.0. SMITH 45, MANCHESTER 37 . 
BACON ACADEMY (8-1): Ashley Lizotte 4-0-9, Emily WEAVER 69, CIVIC LEADERSHIP 32 MANCHESTER (1-7): Sanai Worrell 0-0-0, Madison Fournier 1-2-4, Katie Farr 1-0-2, Mia Portunicki 2-0-4, 


BERLIN 61, MIDDLETOWN 50 

BERLIN (4-4): Jenna Wenzel 4-5-15, Taylor Bellizzi 
1-0-2, Janesa Yaconiello 1-0-3, Maddy Sadowski 
1-3-5, Rylee Cop 2-2-7, Claire McGeever 2-3-8, Alivia 
Halkias 3-0-6, Kailee DeMaio 6-4-16. Totals 20-17-61. 
MIDDLETOWN (7-2): Jada Bryant 3-0-6, Alexa 
DeSena 1-0-2, Tyah Pettaway 10-2-23, Tajahnae 


Ferrigno 3-0-6, Valerie Luizzi 4-6-15, Katelyn Novak 
2-0-5, Marissa Nudd 9-7-26, Elizabeth Glover 1-0-2, 
Veronica Smith 1-0-2, Emma Mancuso 0-2-2. Totals 
24-15-67. 

WOODSTOCK ACADEMY (3-6): Madison Brown 
2-0-5, Regan Reynolds 1-1-4, Sophia Sarkis 1-0-2, 
Kelly Blais 2-1-5, Alex Cloutier 2-0-4, Eva Monahan 


CIVIC LEADERSHIP (1-5): Kyon McCray 6-3-15, Noah 
Hicks 3-1-7, Cam Morle 1-0-2, Chris Norton 1-0-3, 
Donovan Brown 1-0-2, Javier Negron 0-1-1, Cesar 
Sanchez 1-0-2. Totals 13-5-32. 

WEAVER (4-3): Stephen Wilson 1-0-2, Richard 
Williams 1-0-2, Damar Artis 1-0-2, Mahari Taylor 
3-0-6, Jamir Hicks 1-1-3, Cameron Kennedy 1-0-3, 


Boilard 2-1-6, Tiara Tyson 10-0-20, Elise Ryan 2-0-5, 
Alayshia Bell 3-0-6. Totals 17-1-37. 

E.O. SMITH (7-3): Olivia Verboven 1-0-3, Madeline 
Greene 1-0-2, Kate McAvoy 1-0-3, Riley DeForest 
2-2-6, Claire Greene 1-0-2, Lilli Clark 3-3-9, Maddie 
Hughes 6-8-20. Totals 15-13-45. 


Alison Strang 1-0-2, Chloe Shafir 2-2-7. Totals 9-5-25. 
EAST HAMPTON (7-1): Amber Murphy 2-0-4, Olivia 
DeMartino 1-0-2, Liana Salamone 9-5-23, Delaney 
Russel 4-2-10, Jackie Russell 3-0-8, Madison Yorker 
1-0-2. Totals 20-7-49. 


Cc 8 7 5 5— 25 


Brock 1-2-4, Shadae Bushay 6-1-13, Kaila Torres Madden Cupe 2-2-6, Nazir Nowlin 4-0-9, Chris Wilson = 4311 9- 37 = 
4-0-8. Totals 12-2-8. p ’ , EH 11 11 12 15 49 
1-0-2. Totals 22-5-50. - 0 5 : 9-0-18, John Paul Jones 6-3-16, Savarrio Morgan EOS 1210 9 14— 45 a 
B 17 19 11— 67 1-0-2. Totals 31-6-69. 
B 24 10 14 13— 61 aA 8 A Od 8 aclerait rth lah ia ee GOODWIN TECH 52, VINAL TECH 27 
M 2116 6 7— 50 SS ee,( 9 214 7T- 32 Wiccan oe Gla cee me a nee ae ae F VINAL TECH (3-4): Damaira Fountain 5-2-15, Brianna 
Noke-DeMaio hada double-doublewith 15 Note: Nudd scored 18 of her 26 points in the 1st half. WwW 12 22 12 23— 69 eeler 2-0-5, Olivia Petgrave 4-1-9, Reagan Heaf- Nowakowski 0-1-1, Daneja Haynes 1-0-2, Maddie 


rebounds. 

BRISTOL EASTERN 47, PLATT 28 

PLATT (7-4): Vianna Alcantara 0-0-0, Kamani White 
1-0-2, Khrystina Campbell 9-4-22, Antwanette Tann 
2-0-4, Kaylani Cruz 0-0-0. Totals 12-4-28. 


Others 

SUFFIELD 44, PORTLAND 37 

PORTLAND (1-5): Hannah Brunk 4-1-9, Kendra 
Schoeps 2-0-4, Morganne Pineda 4-0-10, Sam Lasky 
6-0-12, Leah May 0-2-2. Totals 16-3-37. 

SUFFIELD (3-2): Jordan Dion 4-3-14, Lexi Mailloux 


Note: Jones had a double-double with 11 rebounds 
and C. Wilson had 5 blocks. 

CAPITAL PREP 93, MLC 50 

CAPITAL PREP (4-0): Keyshawn Mitchell 14-2-30, 
Quincy Ferguson 8-2-18, Elijah Graig 9-0-21, Pop 


ey-DeAngelis 2-2-6, Maria Galley 4-8-16, Katie Dunn 
1-1-3. Totals 15-13-45. 

RHAM (9-0): Marina McLaughlin 1-0-3, Maddy Evans 
5-0-13, Sarah West 5-4-17, Ally Deckman 1-0-3, Ailish 
Kleinhen 3-0-8, Lauren Fenton 5-0-14, Grace Whit- 


more 4-0-12, Addison Brown 1-0-2. Totals 25-4-72. 


Sage 3-0-7, Audria Outlaw 0-2-2. Totals 9-5-27. 
GOODWIN TECH (5-4): Avalise Hernandez 2-0-5, 
Ericka Aponte 5-7-17, Megan Lukaszewski 4-3-12, 
Arianna White 1-1-3, Dezaraya Trusty 2-0-4, Mariela 
Cartegena 4-0-11. Totals 18-11-52. 


BRISTOL EASTERN (3-3): Taigan Parent 1-0-3, 4-2-11. Olivia Matthews 1-0-2. Cami Bosco 1-0-2, Ava. Ss: JOhnson 3-1-7, Omarie Campbell 1-0-3, Don English VT 4 410 9- 27 
Vanessa Drury 0-0-0, Leah Roy 1-0-2, Ciara Collins Toomey 5-3-13, Cam Bernier 1-0-2. Totals 16-8-44. 4-0-8, Amare Cockfield 2-0-6. Totals 41-5-93. 2" Se GT 13 13 11 15— 52 
9-8-29, Janessa Gonzalez 6-1-13. Totals 17-9-47. —  eeeassatrererreessns.-—S—s“ MLL. (1-4): Alec Lorenzo 6-0-18, Trey Moses 2-1-6, R 20 19 11 22-— 72 
p 1647-2 P 10 10 11 6— 37 Jarell Deer 3-0-6, Zamar Gibson 2-1-6, Alex Grice WINDHAM TECH 52, GRASSO TECH 14 
BE 11D 8 146— 47 S 7 11 10 16— 44 5-2-12, Martvin Luzon 0-2-2. Totals 18-6-50. Nccc CRAL 
ae ee Ge a oe ee PARISH HILL 53, AEROSPACE 49 
CCC-West Note: Bosco had 9 rebounds, Matthews had 6 steals cP 33 15 34 11— 93 WINDSOR LOCKS 40, HMTCA 20 AEROSPACE (5-3): Ashanti McClean 7-4-19, Julia 
and Dion had 5 rebounds, 5 assists. M 8 11 18 13— 50 WINDSOR LOCKS (5-2): Nolson Perez 1-0-2, Alana McClean 8-2-18, Faith Mitchell 1-8-10, Tara Martin- 
SIMSBURY 57, NORTHWEST CATHOLIC 34 BLOOMFIELD 48, CIVIC LEADERSHIP 26 Picard 5-2-13, Bella Canon 1-0-2, Alis Oberg 1-0-2, dale 1-0-2, Totals 17-14-49 
NORTHWEST CATHOLIC (3-3): Lily Pare 1-0-2, Maeve CIVIC LEADERSHIP (3-4): Ariell Cuyler 0-1-1, Gabby UNIVERSITY 75, AEROSPACE 66 Maeve McGinnis 1-0-2, Angelina Jones 2-0-5, Carly PARISH HILL (6-3): Kaelyn Pearl 6-2-16. Kristie Zator 


Rushin 5-1-12, Morgan Murphy 1-3-5, Trinity Cruz 
2-2-7, Brianna Lebrun 3-1-7, Brooke Popella 0-1-1. 
Totals 12-8-34. 

SIMSBURY (9-1): Lauren Sabia 11-4-29, Katie Perlitz 
0-2-2, Olivia Jarvis 2-5-9, Amanda Gallagher 4-3-13, 
Faye Kaplinski 1-0-2, Amelia Rogers 1-0-2. Totals 


Tinsley 3-2-8, Faith Ramos 0-1-1, Shaniqua Thomas 
7-0-16, Oralee Hamilton 0-0-0. Totals 10-4-26. 
BLOOMFIELD (): Dejahlee Dogans 2-1-7, Nyasia 
Dogans 2-0-4, Tanae Spears 4-0-8, Marcelle James 
6-0-13, Kyelah Smith 6-2-16. Totals 20-3-48. 


UNIVERSITY (6-0): Norman Harris 5-2-15, Yousif 
Abdelgadir 2-0-5, Chauncey Reid 4-1-10, Ka’Ron 
Wright 1-0-2, Jon Christian 4-0-8, Emmanuel 
Ikechukwu 10-3-27, Shalik Ceasar 3-2-8. Totals 
29-8-75. 

AEROSPACE (2-5): Rayquanne Bogle 3-3-9, Kooper 


MacDougald 5-1-12, Destiny Anderson 1-0-2. Totals 
17-3-40. 

HMTCA (2-6): Nyasia Pitts 3-0-7, Jaslyn Vega 1-0-2, 
Destini Jones 1-0-3, Michelle Sharp 4-0-8, Mariah 
Albert 0-0-0. Totals 9-0-20. 

SOMERS 47, BOLTON 38 


5-4-15, Grace Quinn 6-0-14, Ashlyn Kemp 1-1-3, Lexi 
Smardon 1-1-3. Totals 19-8-53. 


A 11 12 14 12-— 49 
PH 17 14 11 9— 53 


19-14-57. cL 210 4 8- 26 Ashmore 4-0-12, Justin Smith 9-1-20, Kevin Clarke BOLTON (2-2): Emma Diehl 4-0-10, Niyalslam2-0-4, Of note: Pearl scored a career high 16 points and 4 
Nwc 41111 8— 34 B 11 20 8 9- 48 7-7-21, Julian Santiago 1-0-2, Carl Johnson 1-0-2. Isabel Kenney 3-4-12, Emily DeNunzio 1-0-2, Julia assists, Quinn scored a career high 14 points with 

S 16 13 13 15— 57 re Totals 25-11-66. Zimmerman 1-0-2, Makenna Graves 4-0-8. Totals 4steals and Zator had a double-double with 17 
—— BOYS HOCKEY 15-4-38. rebounds. 

Note: Jarvis had 17 rebounds, 5 assists, 3 steals, 3 U 17 18 18 22— 75 SOMERS (6-1): Deidre Dalessio 4-1-11, Devon Dales- CIVIC LEADERSHIP 35, INNOVATION 19 

blocks. Others A 726 9 24— 66 sio 1-0-2, Eliana Wood 8-7-25, Grace Majowicz 3-2-8, INNOVATION (0-7): Kaylah Forde 2-1-5, Karina Falcon 
HALL 46, AVON 32 WETHERSFIELD 2, CHESHIRE 2 (OT) ACHIEVEMENT FIRST 63, INNOVATION 32 Hallie Watt 0-1-1. Totals 16-11-47. oo anata Oe eee 
HALL (2-3): Meghan Murray 2-2-7, Rylan Priest Cc 1010-2 Macyn Rosay 1-0-2. Totals 8-2-19, 
4-3-11, McKenzie Mandyck 4-0-8, Julia Zydanowicz W 020 0- 2 scc B 6 6 719— 38 CIVIC LEADERSHIP (4-4): Gabby Tinsley 3-4-10, Faith 
1-0-2, Abigail Magendantz 5-6-16, Genevieve Nelson XAVIER51, CHESHIRE 42 Ss 10 12 12 13- 47 Ramos 1-0-2, Shaniqua Thomas 10-0-21, Tatyanna 
1-0-2. Totals 17-11-46. Goals: W—Jay Socha, Colby Quinn C—Ryan Noguerra 0-0-0, Ariell Cuyler 0-2-2. Totals 14-6-35. 
AVON (1-6): Sophie Mango 4-2-10, Erin Geary 0-2-2, Fraser, Damon Zurolo. Saves: W—Matt Ruck, 16 NVL Shoreline SCC 

Sophia DiBella 1-1-4, Gianna Godbout 3-0-8, Ashley C—Amaan Chaudhry, 48. Rec.:W—4-2-2 C—2-4-2. ST. PAUL 70, TORRINGTON 41 HADDAM-KILLINGWORTH 52, HALE RAY 20 MERCY 54, LAW 24 


Blackmore 1-0-2, Claire Cawley 2-0-4, Lucy Belval 
0-2-2. Totals 11-7-32. 


Note: Jack Millen had 2 assists for Wethersfield. 


TORRINGTON (4-4): DJ Williams 2-0-5, Jordan Harvey 
4-4-14, Thaddaeus Kimberley 3-2-9, Logan Tucciar- 


HADDAM-KILLINGWORTH (1-5): Cheyenne Latouche 
3-0-7, Ella Commerford 2-2-10, Kaleigh Bodak 6-0-12, 


LAW (4-2): Paige Jolley 2-0-5, Jenna Wasserman 
1-0-2, Mariyah Reid 2-0-4, Shelby Green 2-5-9, Nico- 


— WRESTLING one 1-1-4, William Parkhouse 1-0-3. Totals 14-7-41. Audra Yazmer 2-0-4, Brenna Lonergan 1-0-2, Ava lina Salanto 2-0-4. Totals95-24. 
H 15 12 12 7 46 ST. PAUL . ae . ‘ bea : MERCY (5-2): Avery Kohs 1-2-4, Sophie Hedge 4-3-12, 

a SCC ; (4-1): Ben Bochicchio 6-2-16, Mekhi Pette- Ramino 2-0-4, Ana Garcia 1-0-2. + nt : 
A 6 8 4 14 32 . a Kate Donlan 2-1-5, Ava Giansiracusa 2-1-5, Melina 

FORAN 48, HAND 27 way 1-1-3, John Gaffney 2-0-4, Jamie Leggett 10-11-31, HALE RAY (0-6): Brooke Praskievicz 4-0-8, Kayla Ford 5-4-14, Winnie Ciccarello 1-2-5, London Knox 

FARMINGTON 46, CONARD 30 Matt Palmieri 1-0-2, Erik Suzio 5-4-14. Totals 25-18-70. Bartolotta 1-0-2, Jackie Goetz 1-0-2, Gabby Aquilera 1-0-2. Lil Schoonmaker 3-0-6, Bell wm Gonzalez 0-1-1 
CONARD (3-4): Callie Cosgrove 4-0-11, Emily BOYS SWIMMING ' 7 92114—- 41... 2:0-2,Nicole Sikorski 3-0-6. Totals 10-0-20. Totals 19.14.54 , 
Knowles 2-1-6, Tat Harrison 1-0-2, Sophia Lynch SP 791114- 41 : 
2-0-5, Courtney McPhee 3-0-6. Totals 12-1-30. SCC Fe EC 18 10 22 2— 52 L 5 811 O— 24 
FARMINGTON (7-2): Daria Fournier 3-1-7, Mackenzie © NORTHHAVEN CO-OP 98, LYMAN HALL/ HR 43 7 i- 20 M 141517 8— 54 
Campbell 1-0-2, Brooke Jones 2-0-4, AnnaLoughman § COGINCHAUG80 GIRLS BASKETBALL 

VALLEY REGIONAL 54, PORTLAND 26 HAND 67, HILLHOUSE 50 
see tube tev aera eee ts Finn2-0-4,Saah  F*RIDAY’S HIGH SCHOOL CCC-North VALLEY REGIONAL (6-0): Ava Cunningham 2-1-5, NVL 

erctolette 5-U-LU. 1OtalS 22-1-46. RESULTS NEWINGTON 66, HARTFORD PUBLIC 30 Abby Bradbury 3-2-11, Bitzy Klomp 1-0-2, Liz Allen TORRINGTON 48, ST. PAUL 39 
c 9 9 6 6— 30 NEWINGTON (10-0): Lily Ferguson 6-0-14, Karissa 0-1-1, Olivia Cunningham 7-0-14, Sharmel Rivera TORRINGTON (3-2): Marissa Burger 3-7-14, Rachel 
F 10 16 15 5— 46 BOYS BASKETBALL Zocco 1-1-3, Adriana Romano 4-1-11, Marlie Zocco 1-0-2, Siena Schaller 1-0-2, Regan Grow 7-2-16, Brewer-Karimi 1-2-4, Amelia Boulli 2-0-5. Hale 
1-0-2, Selah Prignano 6-0-12, Bela Cucuta 6-0-15, Rubee Cecchini 1-0-2. Totals 23-6-54. Burger 6-1-14, Leanna Harver 1-1-3, Brianna Murell 
NCCC CCC-North i int 1-()- ; -0-5 Pri PORTLAND (1-5): McKayla Wilk 0-0-0, Hannah Brunk ; , 
Lia Pouliot 1-0-2, Kendall Miller 2-0-5, Brianna : 3-1-8. Totals 16-12-48. 

ROCKVILLE 48, ELLINGTON 44 BLOOMFIELD 77, ROCKY HILL 29 d ki 1-0- Is 28-2- 4-0-8, Kendra Schoeps 2-1-5, Morganne Pineda 0-3-3, -1): Haile} (- 
ELLINGTON (2-3): Sofia Vrakas 2-5-10, Hannah Kozik Gadarowskt 1-0-2. Totals 28-2-66. ST. PAUL (4-1): Haileigh Orzel 1-0-2, Sam Naples 
By enna eds ea HARTFORD PUBLIC (4-6): T'Shyra Morrison 1-1-3, sam Lasky 4-2-10. Totals 10-6-26. 2-3-7, Audrey Tice 2-0-4, Olivia Dahn 2-0-4, Nadia 
Soy 2-4 ae - icin 026, “ali Kozik ios ao 64. TOLLAND 40 Mari Figueroa 4-3-11, Ty Mercado 1-0-2, Gigi Perry VR 14 18 13 9— 54 Reimer 7-0-17, Zoey Rubins 0-1-1, Emily Ronalter 
Totals 12-17-44, 4-4-14. Totals 10-8-30. P 7 3 610— 26 2-0-4, Totals 16-4-39. 
ROCKVILLE (2-5): Layla Tate 1-1-4, Anaya Tolton CCC-West N 20 22 146 8— 66 EAST HAMPTON 49, COGINCHAUG 25 T 12 10 12 14— 48 
6-2-17, Caitlin Chatterton 1-7-9, Chloe Keane 2-2-6, NORTHWEST CATHOLIC 74, SIMSBURY 48 HP 1446 3 7- 30 COGINCHAUG (5-2): Sophie Farr 2-1-6, Serena SP 71414 4— 39 
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Cooking more at home? Want the latest on the hottest restaurants? Want to share that new recipe? 


Join the Courant’s cooking club online at www.facebook.com/groups/CourantCookingClub to share recipes, tips 
and take part in exclusive cooking demonstrations and live O&As. 
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You can also get the latest on the restaurant scene and dining trends in Connecticut mailed directly to your inbox by 
subscribing to the Courant’s Food & Drink newsletter. Please go to courant.com/newsletters for more information. 





Beauty in imperfectio 


Skillet poached 
eggs 


Makes: 2 to 6 servings 
Total time: 10 minutes 





A poached egg and ham breakfast sandwich. The simple act of preparing a big batch of eggs teaches the importance of connecting through cooking. 


SANG AN/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


By Genevieve Ko 
The New York Times 


t was nearing midnight on Day 

8 of atwo-week photo shoot 

when I rolled out dough for a 

sheet of graham crackers. Using 
along ruler as a guide, I cut perfect 
rectangles, then pressed straight 
lines of dots with a fork. Going into 
the oven, it looked flawless. Coming 
out, it had buckled over the parch- 
ment paper and creased like a shirt 
crammed in a drawer. 

Disappointed, I figured I would 
make a new batch the next morning. 
When the photographer, Romulo 
Yanes, arrived, I showed him the 
ruined crackers and told him I would 
get another tray ready. 

He stopped me and told me — 
scolded me, really — that those 
wrinkles are what made the baked 
dough beautiful. I thought he was 
just saying that to be nice since the 
shoot was for my first solo cookbook, 
but he took the pan and set it under 
his camera. Even before his moni- 
tors were set up, he snapped a shot. 


He motioned me over and chuckled 
while showing me the image on the 
viewfinder. 

“See? It’s gorgeous,’ he said. 
“Come on, let’s eat.” 

Ina world where anything short 
of ideal seems unacceptable, Romulo 
helped me to find the beauty in 
imperfections, to see how mistakes 
can lead to something surprising and 
possibly even better. It was a master 
class in grace, as was his practice 
of taking time to share a meal with 
those around him. With these years 
marred by grief and in this season 
of feeling loss more acutely, I think 
often of Romulo, who died from 
cancer in June. I remember him and 
especially those two lessons that 
he taught me that day, and again on 
every shoot. 

Romulo’s food photography is 
often recognized for his clear love of 
what’s on the other side of the lens. 
But those who have been on set with 
him know that his images also convey 
how he valued the people around the 
food — how he worked with us, flaws 
and all, and turned our dishes into 


beautiful things, then gathered us 
around the table to share in them. 

On most photo shoots, breakfast 
is sips of coffee and bites of muffin 
taken while setting up. But Romulo 
would cajole us to begin each day 
with a hot meal together, even if 
we just wanted to get to work. One 
morning, he walked into the kitchen 
to cook us breakfast. He craved a 
poached egg on a buttered English 
muffin and wanted to make each of 
us one. The stylists, assistants and 
I gathered around the stove, where 
Romulo puta skillet of water over the 
flame. 

He carefully lowered half a dozen 
eggs into the boiling water and rolled 
them back and forth for 20 seconds 
or so, then scooped them back out, 
one by one. When asked why he first 
put the eggs into the pan while they 
were still in their shells, Romulo 
explained that the brief glide in 
bubbling water prevented the whites 
from later spreading into a lacy 
fringe. He confessed that he had no 
idea whether there was any scientific 
merit to this, then tipped a splash of 


vinegar into the pan, which definitely 
does help the whites set. He cracked 
the eggs in, spacing them apart as if 
on a sundial, and cheered when they 
didn’t spread. 

The eggs immediately ballooned, 
staying nice and tight, and going 
from clear to white, then they began 
to bob as they firmed up. After a few 
minutes, Romulo nudged the yolks 
to make sure they wobbled only a bit 
and spooned the eggs out onto paper 
towels. 

They weren’t five-star-hotel Bene- 
dict eggs, round as globes after spin- 
ning in a whirlpool of boiling water 
or being coddled in a ladle. They 
were shaped like friendly ghosts — no 
frilly rim but curved edges and the 
slope of diner-poached eggs. Because 
all six were ready at the same time, 
we got to sit together and eat them 
hot, the yolks running into the 
toasted crags of our English muffins. 

It didn’t matter that the eggs 
weren’t picture-perfect. What did 
matter was the time we took to stop 
hustling and to connect with one 
another. 


2 to 6 large eggs 

1 teaspoon distilled 
white vinegar 

Butter and toast, for 
serving 

Ham and cheese, for 
serving (optional) 
Salt and pepper, for 
serving 

1. Filla large skillet, 
ideally one with 
straight, tall sides, 
with water to a depth 
of 1% inches. Bring toa 
boil over medium-high 
heat. Using a slotted 
spoon, carefully place 
the whole, uncracked 
eggs inthe water and 
roll them around for 
15 to 20 seconds, so 
they’re evenly warm. 
Take them out of the 
skillet. Add the vinegar 
to the boiling water. 
2.Crack the eggs into 
the boiling water one 
at atime, spacing 
them apart (if they’re 
too hot to the touch, 
wait a few seconds 
until they feel OK 

to handle). Adjust 
the heat to keep the 
water steadily and 
lightly boiling. Let the 
eggs poach until the 
whites are opaque 
and firm, and the 
yolks are set to your 
desired doneness, 3 
to 6 minutes. Gently 
nudge the yolk with 
the spoon to check 
for doneness: Very 
runny yolks will wobble 
like a water balloon; 
standard runny yolks 
will feel soft but set; 
firm yolks will feel 
solid. 

3. Transfer to paper 
towels with the 
slotted spoon and 
gently pat dry. Butter 
toast and layer with 
ham and cheese, if 
using. Place poached 
eggs on top, season 
with salt and pepper, 
and top with another 
pat of butter, if you 
like. 
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Most fun snack 
you ve ever eaten 


By Kelli Foster 
TheKitchn.com 


I’m not exaggerating 
when I say that bubble 
waffles are the most fun 
snack I’ve ever eaten. You 
deserve the same warning I 
gave my colleague, Lauren, 
when she told me she was 
trying these bubble waffles: 
Youw’re not going to be able 
to stop eating them. You'll 
want to keep going back for 
one more bubble. (Spoiler: 
It will not be just one more 
bite.) 

With soft and spongy, 
cake-like spheres and a 
crispy, crunchy web that 
just might remind you of 
a cookie, bubble waffles 
are totally irresistible and 
incredibly fun to eat. Also 
known as egg wafiles, egg 
puffs and puffles, bubble 
waffles are a popular street 
food snack that originated 
in Hong Kong in the 1950s. 

They’re commonly 
rolled into acone and filled 
with colorful ice cream or 
whipped cream, but they’re 
also really delicious (and 
still totally impressive) 
served flat with a dusting of 
powdered sugar and fresh 
fruit. Or you can just pop 
them in your mouth one by 
one. There’s no wrong way 
to eat them. 


What are bubble waffles? 
The specific origin of 
bubble wafiles, or gai daan 
jai, is unclear, but what we 
do know is that they were 

first made in Hong Kong 
after the war, most likely by 
a thrifty vendor trying to 
make the most of cracked 
or broken eggs by turning 
them into a humble pastry. 

These days, there are 
shops and stands around 
the world selling bubble 
waffles, and you can even 
make them in your own 
kitchen. 


Do bubble waffles require 


Bubble waffles 


Makes: 4 to 5 waffles 

1% cups all-purpose flour 

34, Cup granulated sugar 

2 teaspoons cornstarch 

2 teaspoons baking powder 
¥2 teaspoon kosher salt 

2 large eggs 

¥ cup milk 

Y2 cup water 

3 tablespoons canola or 
vegetable oil 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
Nonstick cooking spray 

For serving (optional): 
Whipped cream 

Ice cream 

Sliced strawberries 

Fresh raspberries or 
blueberries 

Powdered sugar 

Nutella 

Chocolate sauce 

1. Arrange a rack in the 
middle of the oven and heat 
the oven to 200 degrees. 
2.Place 1 '2 cups all-purpose 
flour, 4 cup granulated sugar, 
2 teaspoons cornstarch, 2 
teaspoons baking powder 
and 2 teaspoon kosher salt 
in a large bowl and whisk to 
combine. If you have one, use 
a spouted bowl. 

3. Lightly beat 2 large eggs 
in amedium bowl. Add 

¥2 cup milk, ¥2 cup water, 

3 tablespoons canola or 
vegetable oil and 1 teaspoon 
vanilla extract, and whisk 

to combine. Pour into the 
flour mixture and whisk until 
smooth and no streaks of 
flour remain. 

4.Heat the bubble waffle 


special equipment? 

Yes, you’ll need a bubble 
waffle maker to make 
bubble waffles. There 
are electric and stove- 
top bubble waffle makers. 
We’re partial to the electric 
version, as it’s easier to 
control the temperature. 


Bubble waffles versus 
regular waffles 


maker according to the 
manufacturer instructions. 
Spray both sides of the 
waffle maker with cooking 
spray. 

5. If not using a spouted 
bowl, transfer batter to large, 
spouted measuring cup. Pour 
batter into waffle maker, 
filling each well all the way. 
Do not worry so much about 
the soace between the wells; 
if you try to cover the whole 
surface, you will overfill the 
waffle maker. 

6. Cook according to the 
manufacturer’s instructions, 
or for 2 minutes, then flip 
the waffle maker over and 
cook until golden brown all 
over, 2 minutes more. Do 

not open the waffle maker 
until the cook time is up. 
(You will need 2/4 to % cup 
batter per waffle. Consult the 
manufacturer’s instructions 
for each model for specific 
guidelines.) 

7. Transfer cooked waffles 
to a baking sheet and keep 
warm in the oven. If you plan 
to fold and fill the bubble 
waffle, drape over a rolling 
pin or glass immediately 
after it comes out of the 
waffle maker, when it is soft 
and easily pliable. The waffle 
will firm up as it cools. 

Note: Although we 
recommend serving these 
right away, cooked and 
cooled waffles can be 
refrigerated in an airtight 
container for up to three 
days or frozen for up to three 
months. 


There are a few differ- 
ences that set bubble 
waffles apart from Amer- 
ican or Belgian-style 
waffles. 

Bubble waffles look like a 
web of spheres that resem- 
ble mini eggs or bubble 
wrap, and have a taste that 
is sweeter and eggier. Regu- 
lar waffles have a grid-like 
appearance with deep 


For simple twist on wintry 
salad, cook the dressing 


By Christopher Kimball 


For Associated Press 


Traditions often rule the 
table, but that doesn’t mean 
they can’t be updated. One 
simple update to a wintry 
seasonal salad is to cook 
the dressing, which slightly 
softens sturdy bitter greens 
while adding bold flavor. 

In this recipe from our 
book “Milk Street Tuesday 
Nights,” which limits reci- 
pes to 45 minutes or less, 
we pair bitter greens witha 
rich, warm dressing. 

The inspiration was the 
French bistro staple salade 
frisee au lardons, typically 
made with bitter frisee 
lettuce, a poached egg and 
meaty chunks of salt pork. 

For our take, we cook 
pancetta and shallots with 
Dijon mustard, olive oil and 
sherry vinegar for a bright 
yet comforting dressing to 
drizzle onto the greens just 
before serving. 

Any combination of 
bitter greens, such as frisee, 
endive, radicchio, esca- 
role or arugula, works well 
in this recipe. The greens 








This recipe is worth getting a fun, new waffle maker. KELLIFOSTER/THEKITCHNCOM 


wells, and a taste that’s 
subtly sweet. 


Bubble waffle toppings 
The toppings are a huge 
part of what makes bubble 
waffles so much fun to eat. 
Serve them flat, piled with 
your favorite toppings, or 
fold the waffle into a cone 
and fill it up. The waffles 


SERIOUSLY SIMPLE 


are softest and most pliable 
when they’re hot, and firm 
up as they cool. So, if you 
plan to fold them into a 
cone, be sure to fold the 
warm waffle over a roll- 
ing pin or glass as soon as 
it comes out of the waffle 
maker. 

As for toppings, the sky’s 
the limit. Here are a few of 


the most popular toppings, 
as well as our favorites: 

@ Icecream 

@ Whipped cream 

@ Coconut whipped cream 
@ Sliced berries, fresh fruit 
@ Candy 

@ Sprinkles 

@ Cookies 

@ Chocolate sauce 

@ Powdered sugar 


Whip up a colorful vegetable 
mélange to begin new year 


By Diane Rossen 
Worthington 


Tribune Content Agency 


For the first week of the 
new year, I make up a big 
pot of veggie soup. I love 
that it has so many possi- 
bilities. I can change up 
the veggies, use different 
tomato flavoring, and toss 
in pasta, rice or farro for 
added substance. This 
soup is bubbling away 
on top of my stove as I 
consider what beans I 
might choose to add to 
this colorful dish. I usually 
choose garbanzos, but 
cooked white beans or 
cannellini beans would 
also be good. 

My latest rendition uses 
tomato paste instead of 
diced or crushed toma- 
toes. When the tomato 
paste is cooked, it takes 
ona slightly caramel- 
ized flavor and boosts up 
the flavor substantially. 
Cutting the vegetables into 
a small dice quickens the 
time for cooking, and the 
pieces are the perfect size 
for eating. You need only 
to peel and cut the carrots 
and zucchini. And choose 





When the tomato paste is cooked, it takes on a slightly 
caramelized flavor and boosts up the flavor substantially. 
DREAMSTIME 


pre-peeled and cut butter- 
nut squash for ease in prep 
time. I always add arind 
of Parmesan cheese to any 
vegetable-based soup to 
kick up the flavor. 

I like to take a few cups 
of the soup, puree it and 
then add it back to the 
soup pot. It offers a lovely 
way to thicken the soup 
without adding extra 
starch. The only caveat to 
this is you should not add 


any pasta or grain until 
after you have pureed the 
2 cups of soup. I think this 
is the best of both worlds: 
a perfect combination 
between a total puree 

and a thin soup texture. 
Garnish with a sprinkling 
of fresh herbs and Parme- 
san cheese. You could add 
a dollop of favorite pesto, 
if desired. Serve this with 
slices of crusty French 


bread. 


are best served at room 
temperature so the dress- 
ing doesn’t congeal on Cook pancetta and shallots with Dijon mustard, olive oil and 
contact. sherry vinegar for a bright yet comforting dressing to drizzle 
Toasted walnuts offer onto the greens just before serving. MILK STREET 
an aromatic crunch that 
complements curls ofnutty and bake at 350 degrees tool for shaving the cheese. 
Parmesan cheese. until lightly browned and You can also top the 
To toast the nuts, we fragrant, 5 to 7 minutes. salad with arunny fried egg 
spread them evenly on A sharp Y-shaped vege- for a heartier meal evoca- 
arimmed baking sheet table peeler is the perfect tive of its bistro roots. 


Greens with walnuts, Parmesan 
and pancetta vinaigrette 


Total time: 15 minutes 

Makes: 6 servings 

12 ounces (12 cups) mixed bitter greens, torn 
2 tablespoons sherry vinegar 

1 tablespoon Dijon mustard 

Kosher salt and ground black pepper 

6 ounces thinly sliced pancetta, chopped 

1 medium shallot, finely chopped 

3 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil 

1 cup walnuts, toasted and coarsely chopped 
1 ounce Parmesan cheese, shaved (about 2 
cup) 

1. Place the greens in a large bowl and set 
aside. In a separate bowl, whisk together the 


vinegar, mustard and % teaspoon salt. 
2.Inamedium skillet over medium heat, 
cook the pancetta, stirring occasionally, until 
crisp, about 7 minutes. Using a slotted spoon, 
transfer the pancetta to a paper towel-lined 
plate. Pour off all but 1 tablespoon pancetta 
fat from the skillet, then return it to medium 
heat. Add the shallot and cook, stirring, until 
light golden brown, about 2 minutes. Add 

the oil and the vinegar mixture, then remove 
from the heat and whisk until combined. Let 
sit for 30 seconds to warm through. 

3. Add the warm dressing, walnuts and 1 
teaspoon pepper to the greens and toss well. 
Taste and season with salt. Divide the salad 
among plates and top each portion with 
pancetta and Parmesan. 


Four-vegetable soup 


Makes: 4 to 6 servings 

2 tablespoons olive oil 

3 leeks, light green part and white parts only, 
cleaned and finely chopped 

4 carrots, peeled and cut into 1-inch dice 

4 zucchini, cut into 1-inch dice 

1 pound peeled and cut into 1-inch dice 
butternut squash 

1 teaspoon favorite seasoning salt 

2 garlic cloves, minced 

3 tablespoons tomato paste 

6 cups vegetable or chicken broth 

Rind of Parmesan cheese 

1% cups cooked garbanzo beans 
(chickpeas), drained and rinsed 

Salt and freshly ground black pepper to taste 
3 tablespoons finely chopped fresh parsley 
or basil 

¥2 cup cooked rice, farro or pasta, optional 
¥% cup freshly grated Parmesan cheese, for 
garnish 

2 tablespoons finely chopped fresh parsley 
or basil, for garnish 


1. In a 3-quart pot, heat the oil over medium 
heat. Add the leeks and saute for about 5 
minutes, or until softened. Add the carrots, 
zucchini, squash, and seasoning salt. Saute 
for about 3 more minutes, or until mixed well 
and beginning to soften. Add the garlic and 
saute another minute. Add the tomato paste 
and cook for another 2 minutes stirring to 
evenly blend it with the vegetables. 

2.Add the broth and Parmesan rind. Bring to 
a boil and then reduce heat. Partially cover 
and simmer for about 20 minutes, or until 
the vegetables are tender. Add the garbanzo 
beans and cook another 3 minutes, or until 
heated through. Remove the Parmesan rind. 
3. Measure out 2 cups soup into a food 
processor or blender and puree. Return to 
the soup pot. Add the salt and pepper. Add 
the parsley or basil. (At this point you can 
add any cooked grain or pasta you desire and 
cook until just done.) Taste and adjust the 
seasonings. 

4. To serve, ladie into shallow soup bowls 
and garnish with Parmesan cheese and 
herbs. Serve immediately. 


By Eric Asimov 
The New York Times 


California cabernet 
sauvignon occupies a para- 
doxical position in the 
United States. It’s the coun- 
try’s signature wine, yet it 
holds little interest among 
important groups of wine 
drinkers. Younger people in 
particular seem to ignore it. 

Cabernet is not alone in 
this regard. California char- 
donnay, too, is both popular 
and polarizing. Bordeaux is 
another wine that in recent 
years has divided its audi- 
ence. 

We try not to be moved 
by fashion here. But we 
recognize and honor 
history. Cabernet sauvi- 
enon, when planted 
in the right places and 
farmed and vinified with 
care and humility, has 
produced wines that have 
been considered among 
the greatest, not just for 
decades but for centuries. 

If people say they are 
repelled by California 
cabernet, or by chardonnay 
or Bordeaux, we take them 
at their word. But we also 
feel compelled to under- 
stand the reason for the 
distaste. 

Is it the result of years 
of experience with many 
wines? Or perhaps it was 
one or two disappoint- 
ing bottles? Maybe it was 
something they read. 

That was the case when 
many Americans turned 
on Bordeaux a decade or 
so ago. A lot of young wine 
professionals and consum- 
ers said they had no interest 
in a wine that had served as 
the formative experience 
for generations of wine 
drinkers. How could this 
be? 

It turned out that quite 
afew people who said 
they choose not to drink 
Bordeaux in fact had little 
experience with it at all. 
What they did not like were 
its connotations. 

They associated 
Bordeaux with older, 
wealthier people and status 
seekers, with powerful crit- 


v 
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ics like Robert Parker Jr., 
who liked an extravagant, 
ultraripe style. 

Yet focusing on what a 
wine signifies obscures the 
reality of the wines and 
the place. Many Bordeaux 
wines are superexpensive, 
but not all of them. Many 
are owned by conglomer- 
ates who market the wines 
as luxury wines, but a good 
number are produced by 
small, serious farmers. 
Some producers indeed 
changed their style to 
appeal to Parker, but many 
never did. 

The point is that no wine, 
no place and no grape are 
ever just one thing. Saying, 
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California cabernet beyond the stereotypes 


eee 





PEPE SERRA/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


“T don’t like Bordeaux,” 
“T don’t like chardonnay” 
or “I don’t like riesling” 
is generally an imprecise 
overgeneralization. In 
other words, it’s often a 
lazy opinion. 

The anti-Bordeaux back- 
lash, by the way, has waned 
in recent years as the 
Bordeaux region realized 
it had an image problem 
in the United States and 
began a targeted market- 
ing campaign in response. 
Parker’s influence ebbed 
before he finally retired in 
2019, and some Bordeaux 
producers who went too 
far in pursuit of opulence 
and high scores from critics 


have more recently struck a 
better balance. 

I mention this all as 
context for discussing 
cabernet from California. 
Over the past month, we 
have been drinking Califor- 
nia cabernet made outside 
Napa Valley, the center of 
American cabernet produc- 
tion and, in asense, the 
Bordeaux of California. 

Napa has been subject to 
the same sort of criticism 
as Bordeaux. And since 
Napa is so identified with 
cabernet sauvignon, many 
people extrapolate their 
criticism to Californian 
cabernet in general. 

One reader, Zac of the 


New York City borough of 
Brooklyn, said: “I’m disap- 
pointed every time I havea 
California cabernet. They 
are just one-dimensional.” 

While Zac represents 
what a significant number 
of wine drinkers believe, 
not that many readers 
seemed as predisposed to 
negativity. Bob Brown of 
Ventura County, California, 
was more typical in saying, 
“Long live affordable, 
elegant, subtle California 
cabernet.” 

Even though I have been 
focusing on those who feel 
negatively about Califor- 
nia cabernets, it’s worth 
remembering that it’s 
generally highly popular. 
People willingly pay alot of 
money for a bottle, espe- 
cially for Napa cabernet. 

At the same time, Cali- 
fornia cabernet can be 
legitimately criticized. Too 
much is made, often from 
areas not suited to caber- 
net, for one thing. A lot of 
cabernet, both inexpen- 
sive and ultraexpensive, 
is overly manipulated, for 
another. 

As I do each month, I 
suggested three bottles 
for people to drink over 
the course of the month. 
They were: Camp Sonoma 
County Cabernet Sauvi- 
gnon 2019, Domaine Eden 
Santa Cruz Mountains 
Cabernet Sauvignon 2017 
and Broadside Paso Robles 
Margarita Vineyard Caber- 
net Sauvignon 2018. 

The idea was to try 
three cabernets from three 
different places outside 
Napa Valley. The three also 
happen to be quite differ- 
ent in style, which I hoped 
might signal that speak- 
ing overly generally about 
California cabernet is often 
foolish. 

The variations in the 
wines are partly a matter of 
place and vintage, but not 
entirely. The biggest factor 
is the intent of the wine- 
maker. It’s worth mention- 
ing, too, that cabernet 
sauvignons in California 
are often blends of grapes. 
The rule in the state is that 
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a wine must be at least 75% 
cabernet if the wine is to 
be labeled varietally. Each 
of the featured bottles is a 
blend. 

The Camp was 86% 
cabernet, 12% merlot and 
2% malbec. It was ripe 
and juicy, easy to drink 
despite its youth, witha 
cedary aroma and flavors 
of herbs and red fruits. It 
was not lean, but it was well 
toned, without a lot of the 
fleshiness or sweet fruit 
often associated with Napa 
cabernets. 

Overall, I found it 
uncomplicated yet savory 
and refreshing, a good 
drink of wine. It was $22. 

The Domaine Eden — 
82% cabernet, 11% merlot 
and the rest cabernet 
franc, petit verdot and 
malbec — was more than 
twice as expensive, at $51, 
which discouraged many 
people from trying it. It was 
terrific. 

It was more volumi- 
nous than the Camp, and 
more complex, with savory 
floral, herbal and fruit 
flavors, and a touch of oak. 
It had greater depth and 
dimension, and it will age 
and evolve. It’s young and 
should lose some of the 
baby fat over time. 

The Broadside — 77% 
cabernet and 23% merlot 
— was the least expen- 
sive, at $18, and the most 
perplexing. I’ve been a big 
fan of the Margarita Vine- 
yard cabernets for the past 
10 years, but I didn’t care 
much for the 2018. It had 
dark fruit flavors, a touch of 
spice and acreamy, vanilla 
note that I found off-put- 
ting. It also lacked the drive 
and energy of the other two 
bottles, and seemed a bit 
hot at 14.5% alcohol. 

In wine and politics 
and too many other areas, 
broad, simple messages 
seem irresistible. They 
support dogma and 
perhaps make life seem 
easier. But by ignoring 
complexities and nuance, 
they diminish understand- 
ing. That’s the worst possi- 
ble outcome. 
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Party like it’s 1985 with a Long Island iced tea. LINDA XIAO/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


How will 


Americans 
eat in 20222 


Food forecasters reveal what to expect 


By Kim Severson 
The New York Times 


ast year at this time, optimistic 

trend forecasters predicted that 

the cork would burst from the 

bottle by summer. With vaccines 
in arms, food culture would vibrate in a 
robust economy. American menus would 
be full of innovation driven by waves of 
international travel, and anew generation 
of digital-native cooks would rewrite the 
rules. 

Clearly, the prediction game can be a 
losing one. But so what if things didn’t turn 
out like everyone thought they would? 
Trying to forecast food trends is still fun 
and sometimes even accurate. (Kudos to 
those professional prognosticators who 
in recent years nailed the mainstream rise 
of quesabirria, soufflé pancakes, deliv- 
ery-only restaurants and CBD. Anda 
special citation for those who saw early 
on that those ripples of veganism would 
become a plant-based tsunami.) 

So, how are things looking for 2022? Not 
great. The year is starting with a surge of 
a highly contagious variant of COVID-19 
that is only adding to the economic uncer- 
tainty. Social justice concerns remain top 
of mind for many, as does pressure from a 
fast-changing climate. All of it will affect 
how food is grown, cooked and packaged. 

But don’t despair. 

“Constraint breeds innovation,” said 
Anna Fabrega, a former Amazon executive 
who recently took over as CEO at the meal 
subscription service Freshly. 

She and other food industry leaders in 
the United States say 2022 will be another 
pragmatic, roll-up-your-sleeves kind of 
year, shaped by the needs of people work- 
ing from home and by the culinarily-as- 
tute-but-fickle Gen Z, whose members 
want food with sustainable ingredients 
and a strong cultural backstory, prepared 
without exploitation and delivered ina 
carbon-neutral way — within 30 minutes. 

With that in mind, here are some poten- 
tial developments, big and small, that could 
define how we eat in the new year, based 
on areview of dozens of trend reports and 
interviews with food company executives, 
global market researchers and others who 
make it their business to scour the land- 
scape for what’s next. 


Ingredient of the year 


Mushrooms have landed on many 
prediction lists, in almost every form, 
from psilocybin mushrooms (part of 
the renewed interest in psychedelics) to 
thick coins of king oyster mushrooms as 
a stand-in for scallops. The number of 
small urban farms growing mushrooms 
is expected to bloom, and mushroom 
fibers will start to proliferate as a cheap, 
compostable medium for packaging. 


Drink of the year 


Even in the age of no-alcohol cock- 
tails, all those 1980s drinks you can 
barely remember (for obvious reasons) 
are coming back. Look for Blue Lagoons, 
Tequila Sunrises, Long Island iced tea and 
amaretto sours re-engineered with fresh 
juices, less sugar and better spirits. 

“We all need things that are sweet and 
colorful and joyful and playful, especially 
now,” said Andrew Freeman, president 
of AF & Co., the San Francisco consult- 
ing firm that for 14 years has published a 
popular food and hospitality trend report. 
(A corollary to the cocktails: the rise of 
ecospirits, made with ingredients from 
local farms or food waste and packaged 
and shipped using climate-friendly meth- 
ods.) 


Chicken, re-hatched 


Meat grown in laboratories from animal 
cells is on its way to winning federal 
approval as soon as the end of 2022, and 
chicken will be one of the first products to 
become available. But plant-based chicken 
from companies like Impossible Foods 
and Beyond Meat has recently arrived in 
groceries and restaurants, and the battle 


Korean fried chicken marries sweet and spicy, 


for “swicy,’ in New York. KARSTEN MORAN/ 
THE NEW YORK TIMES 2016 


is on to determine which substitute will 
dominate the market. 

And in the real-chicken world, a short- 
age of wings has restaurants trying to 
persuade the masses to love a different 
part of the chicken. The Wingstop chain, 
for instance, has expanded its brand with 
Thighstop. 


Seaweed to the rescue 


Kelp grows fast, has a stand-up nutri- 
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Mushrooms grown inside a warehouse in New 
York. CHRIS MAGGIO/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


tional profile and removes carbon dioxide 
from the atmosphere and nitrogen from 
the ocean. As a result, farmed kelp will 
move beyond dashi and the menus at some 
high-end restaurants and into everyday 
foods like pasta and salsa. 


Candy nostalgia 


Nostalgic childhood favorites from 
China (White Rabbit candy and haw 





Chicken kofta stuffed with an egg at New York’s Dhamaka. 
JENNY HUANG/THE NEW YORK TIMES 2020 


flakes) and South Korea (the honeycomb- 
like treat ppopgi, aka dalgona candy, and 
Apollo straws) will work their way into 
American shopping carts and recipes for 
desserts and drinks. 


Robusta rising 


The third-wave coffee movement was 
built on arabica, the world’s most popu- 
lar coffee. But climate change is threaten- 
ing production and driving prices up, said 
Kara Nielsen, who tracks food and drink 
trends for WGSN, a consumer forecast- 
ing and consulting firm. Enter robusta, the 
bitter, heavily caffeinated workhorse that 
is less expensive and easier to cultivate. It 
is the predominant bean grown in Viet- 
nam, where coffee is made with a metal 
filter called a phin and sweetened with 
condensed milk and sometimes an egg 
yolk. 

Anew style of Vietnamese coffee shop is 
popping up in many U.S. cities, promising 
to take the robusta right along with it. 


Tasty tableware 


The quality of edible spoons, chopsticks, 
plates, bowls and cups is going up and the 
price is going down, signaling the start of 
a full-fledged edible-packaging revolution 
aimed at reducing single-use containers 
and plastic waste. 


Sugar and ‘swice’ 

Mash-ups like “swicy” and “swalty” 
will join the linguistic mania that brought 
us unfortunate nicknames like char coot 
and Cae sal (charcuterie and Caesar salad, 
that is). The new phraseology reflects an 
even wider embrace of flavor fusions that 
marry savory spices and heat with sweet- 
ness. Nene, a South Korean-based fried 
chicken chain that is just starting to move 
into North America, has even named a 
sauce swicy. Its flavor profile mirrors what 


would happen if gochujang and ketchup 
had a baby. 


Flavor of the year 


Yuzu has its fans, but the even money is 
on hibiscus, which is adding its crimson 
hue and tart, earthy flavor to everything 
from cocktails and sodas to crudos and 


yogurt. 


A focus on India 


With COVID limiting international 
travel in 2021, U.S. cooks explored regional 
American food. In 2022, regional foods 
from India will get alot of attention, 
with deep dives into dishes from Guja- 
rat, Kerala, Kashmir, Tamil Nadu and the 
Awadh area. 


Vibe of the year 


With the supply chain in tatters and 
restaurant staffs stretched nearly to the 
breaking point, demanding shoppers and 
diners are out, and patience is in. A grow- 
ing interest in the historical and cultural 
nature of food and its impact on the climate 
will only add to what forecasters (optimis- 
tically) say will be anew emphasis on kind- 
ness and understanding. 

As Jennifer Zigler, associate director of 
food and drink at the research firm Mintel, 
put it, “We’ve all gone through this stress- 
ful, anxious couple of years, and there’s 
that willingness to have some empathy and 
understanding.” 


A buffet of other bites 


Beyond the big trends are along menu 
of smaller ones: the growing popularity 
of Koji bacon, the Chinese spirit baijiu 
and the noodle soup laksa. Jollof rice will 
appear on menus and in the frozen-foods 
section. Seeds will muscle in on nuts as an 
alternative protein source, in products like 
butters and ice creams. 

And look for a burst of new interest in 
animal-free cheese, potato milk, moringa, 
Taiwanese breakfast dishes, high tea and 
olives. 


